
Special to The Canton News

Known to be the “City of Lights,” 
Canton is no stranger to the big screen. 
For half a decade, Canton has celebrat-
ed filmmaking, from documentaries to 
major feature films. 
Canton.”
In over fifty years, the Canton Film 

office has played host to four great and 
noted Mississippi literary figure films, 
including Eudora Welty, John Grish-
am, Willie Morris and William Faulk-
ner. 
Beginning in 1973, Canton film made 

a name for itself with the production of 
“Thieves Like Us”. The film is based 
on Edward Anderson’s 1937 Depres-
sion novel of the same name. Ander-
son’s fluently written novel centers on 
three desperate, doomed convicts who 
have no other purpose in life but to rob 
banks. The film was originally planned 
to be shot in Missouri; however, the 
director was asked by the Mississippi 
Film Commission to visit Mississippi 
before making a final decision. Canton 
won the hearts of the director and pro-
ducers, and the rest was history. 
Recently, Canton filmmakers were 

awarded and recognized at “A Time To 
Thrill,” an event hosted by the Canton 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and 
Film Office highlighting filming in 

Canton as well as the Young Filmmak-
ers. 
Canton Convention and Visitors 

Bureau Director Jo Ann Gordan ex-
pressed how much she loves the Young 
Filmmakers Workshop.
“It’s one of the most proud moments 

of my life,” said Gordon. “It kind of 
goes back to when I was a little girl 
growing up in Winona, Mississippi. 
All I ever wanted to do was act. I want-
ed to be a movie star. We had a cousin 
that lived in Los Angeles. My family 
would travel every summer, and, one 
summer, we went out to L.A. and saw 
the Hollywood sign. I came home and 
told my mom and dad I wanted to drop 
out of school. I was in the sixth grade, 
maybe going into seventh. I said, “All I 
want to do is go to L.A. and be a movie 
star.”
While she didn’t drop out to be a 

movie star, she continued on with her 
passion for performance and film. 
“We were on Ted Mack’s “Origi-

nal Amateur Hour”, which was like 
“America’s Got Talent” during those 
days. I’ve always kind of had this little 
bug, and there was always something 
intriguing to me about the process of 
movie making,” she said. 
Gordon beamed with pride as she 

talked about the Young Filmmakers 

and those who were honored for their 
achievements in film. 
At a recent event Gordon said, “Along 

with the Mississippi Film Office, this 
year we are celebrating over fifty years 
of filmmaking in Canton, the movie 
capital of Mississippi. Canton has been 
at the center of film in the state dat-
ing back to Rober Altman’s “Thieves 
Like Us” in 1973, through major pro-
ductions, like “A Time to Kill”, “My 
Dog Skip”, and “O, Brother, Where art 
Thou?” in the mid- to late-90s, to re-
cent productions like “The Minute You 
Wake Up Dead” and the upcoming 
“Finding Faith.”
Those honored included William 

Lindsey, Colton Comans, SK Pollard, 
and Ceili Hale, all products of the 
Canton Young Filmmakers Workshop 
through the years. Also honored 
were Cantonians Christie Herring 
and Matthew Morgan, who Gordon 
said, “We are so proud as Canto-
nians to see how they have grown 
professionally in the film industry 
after getting their start in Can-
ton.”
Gordon said the filmmakers 

program truly teaches young 
filmmakers how to create. 
“They work in small groups 

50 Years of Lights: 
A Time to Thrill

cont. on page 15

All photos Special to The Canton News

William Lindsay
Alum of Canton Young 

Filmmakers
Worked with SEC/ESPN
Directed over 15 games 

for ESPN+
CYFW instructor

Colton Comans
CYFW participant

Set dresser in Atlanta
Worked on Ant-Man 

and the Wasp, Creed 
III, Blue Beetle, and 

Stranger Things

Christie Herring
Canton native

Director of documentaries 
including The Campaign 
and Singing for Justice
Producer and editor for 

Death is our Business, The 
Big Scary S Word, Bias, 
The Point of No Return, 

and Code:Debugging the 
Gender Gap

Matthew Morgan
Canton native

First film job was on A 
Time to Kill

Casting director in Canada
Worked on films, including 
As I Lay Dying, Blackbird, 

The History Channel’s 
Greatest Escapes, The 

Card Counter, Master Gar-
dener, and Rumble Through 

the Dark

SK Pollard
Alum of CYFW

Filmmaker
In post production on her 
debut feature film, The 

Jacksons

Ceili Hale
Alum of CYFW

Cinematographer and 
editor

Wrote the short film, Liz
Shot the feature film, The 

Jacksons in 2022
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Don’t let the flu stop you!
Come get your 
shot today at 
our Parkway
location only.

CPSD

All photos special to The Canton News

The Canton Public School District recently celebrated National Hispanic Heritage Month. 
According to the Library of Congress, National Hispanic Heritage Month traditionally honors 
the cultures and contributions of both Hispanic and Latino Americans as the nation celebrates 
heritage rooted in all Latin American countries. 

National Hispanic Heritage Month
celebrates

Special to The Canton News
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We’re honored
to be #1 in
life insurance.

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.

Canton High hosts ribbon cutting for new turf

By Courtney Warren

It’s spooky season! Let’s be honest, 
my daughter Berit has 
been asking to dec-
orate for Hallow-
een since Septem-
ber 1. With our 
mornings finally 
getting cooler, 
it’s time to dive 
into cozy reads. 
Here are five 
cozy or spooky 
reads to look 
forward to 
this month! 
By the way, THANK YOU 

for sharing your 
reads with 
me. Wheth-
er you’ve 

emailed, 
stopped by 
Kylie Mel-
ons, or called, 
I love hear-
ing what you 
thought of On 
the Shelf and 
getting your 
book recom-
mendations!
1. The Unfortunate Side Effects 

of Heartbreak and Magic by Bre-
anne Randall     

Do you like the show Gilm-
ore Girls? What 
about the movie 
Practical Magic? 
This is the perfect 

crossover and 
reached the best-
seller list before it 
was even published! 
It just released and 
I’ve already started 
reading. 
2. Cackle by Rachel 

Harrison  
This is perfect for a Hal-

loween lover who likes to 
keep it weird. The main char-
acter gets pushed around. 
A lot. After meeting a new 
friend, a witch, who seems 
too good to be true, she 
learns to take her magic 
into her own hands and 
find the power within her. 
3. Hallowe’en Party 

by Agatha Christie   
We could all use more 

Agatha Christie in our lives. 
She is the true queen of crime. In 
this Hercule Poirot mystery, a little 
girl tells her family she witnessed 

a murder. After her family doesn’t 
believe her, Poirot gets involved 
to investigate the “spirit” in their 
home. 
4. Scary Stories to Tell in the 

Dark by Alan Schwartz   
 I will promote this spooky 
short story collection until 
the end of my days. It trau-
matized me as an early ele-
mentary school child who 
read well above my level. 
I recommend it for upper 
elementary or a fun read 
around the campfire. But 
be warned! 
5. In Charm’s Way by 

Lana Harper  
This is the fourth book of a four-

book series, and it’s for those 
that are looking for 
more of a rom-com 

style Hal-

loween 
read. De-
lilah Harlow is strug-
gling to regain what she has lost 
and casts a forbidden spell—only 
to discover much more than she ex-
pected.

On the shelf: top five reads for spooky season

Special to The Canton News

Canton High School held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the completion of its new artificial turf football field. 
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601-859-3433WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM

HighSpeed
Internet
with 
no contracts!!

Get Connected with

Provided by

NO
CREDIT
CHECK

NO
CONTRACT

NO
DATA
LIMITS
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

Prayer team covers CPS in prayer

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Public School District administration says they are grateful to the School 
Prayer Team for their exceptional prayers. According to CPSD representatives, 
“Their unwavering dedication and commitment to our school community are greatly 
appreciated.”

Experienced, Caring, Dedicated
to Your Diabetes and Wellness Needs

Diabetes Solutions
    and Wellness Center

156 River Oaks St. B, Canton, MS 39046

O 601.859.0484 • F 601.859.0486 • C 601.383.0299
spann4116 @gmail.com | 411diabetes.net

Learn about the Dexcom G7! Continuous Glucose Monitor. 

Madison Public Library
994 Madison Avenue, Madison, MS

“NO MORE STICKING”

Wednesday, October 18, 2023
11:30 am

Speaker Brad Necaise, Dexcom 7 Representative

Updates on Diabetes Medication and Medicare Enrollment 2024 

Canton Public Library
102 Priestly Street, Canton, MS

Thursday, October 26, 2023
10:00 am
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All Photos by David Ammon

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

The Madison County Farm Bureau 
Federation (MFBF) recently hosted 
the annual meeting of their mem-
bership, at their office at 211 North 
Hargon Street. The purpose of the 
Federation is to promote, protect, 
and represent the general 
welfare of its members. 
MFBF is known as an 

advocate for farmers. 
They lobby state and 
national legislators for 
needed rules and regu-
lations. Madison County 
Farm Bureau serves as 
the medium for MFBF’s 
interest at the local level. 
Kevin Brown, MFBF 

Regional Manager serv-
ing Madison County, 
said at the September 
meeting, “One of the 
important things that 
MFBF accomplishes ev-
ery year is getting pro-
posed legislation killed 
that would adversely affect farmers.”
Farm Bureau accomplishes many 

goals similar to this. For example, 
MFBF recently worked with the Uni-
versity of Nebraska (UN) to identi-
fy drought areas in Mississippi. The 
data had to be supplied to UN to en-
able farmers to qualify for benefits 
due to this summer’s drought. Be-
cause of the efforts of MFBF, many 

Mississippi counties qualified. 
Madison County was identified as 

a D3 drought county. This classifi-
cation automatically triggers relief 
from the Livestock Forage Program, 
which entitles livestock producers 
to government assistance payments 
based on livestock inventory num-

bers. This aide pro-
vides payments under 
the USDA guidelines, 
available at www.fsa.
usda.gov. 
You can contact Jeff 

Tuberville, Manager 
at the Madison County 
Farm Services Agency 
office (601-859-4272) 
for a complete appli-
cation and to learn 
more about the pro-
gram. Membership in 
the Madison County 
Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is $35 yearly. 
Scholarships are avail-
able to high school se-

niors and college stu-
dents with this membership. Other 
member benefits are outlined on the 
Mississippi Farm Bureau Founda-
tion website under the options EDU-
CATE and PARTICIPATE. You can 
also call the Madison County Farm 
Bureau office in Canton at 601-859-
3215 and ask for Adrian Garrison to 
inquire about Farm Bureau programs 
or to ask about membership.

News from Madison County FB

By Guest Columnist Jessica Stein

Tuesday, September 12, the Canton 
Garden Club gathered at the Dun-
can M. Gray Center in the Rose Hill 
House, part of the original Allison’s 
Wells spa facility built in the late 
1800s. The verdant conference cen-
ter and campgrounds held the first 
meeting administered by the new 
president Susan Buttross Riddell. 
Hosts Patty Clark and Joy Foy re-

ceived twenty-three members and 
guests for the selected program and 
proceedings. Rev. Beth Foose pre-

sented mother-daughter owned busi-
ness, Little Bluestem Farm. Little 
Bluestem specializes in seasonal cut 
flowers and sustainably grown be-
spoke arrangements, especially for 
weddings planned at their idyllic 
venue. 
Canton Garden Club members left 

with hand-tied herb bundles, party 
favors from the hostesses. Individ-
uals may join Canton Garden Club 
meetings upon invite from a member. 
The club was founded in 1935, short-
ly after Jackson’s first national club 
origination in 1929. 

Canton Garden Club Update

Special to The Canton News

MSU Wood Magic Science Fair educates youth

Special to The Canton News

Denessa Fontenot’s third-grade 
class and Angela Brown’s and Corin 
McGruder’s fourth-grade classes 
from Luther Branson Elementary 
in Canton recently attended MSU’s 

Wood Magic Science Fair. The Fair, 
celebrating its 30th year, educates 
the next generation about forest 
products. Approximately 4,000 
third- and fourth-graders from 
across the state were on campus to 
learn about forestry and the impor-

tance of forest products. Students 
were taught that wood is renewable, 
recyclable, biodegradable and du-
rable in an exciting and engaging 
format. The Wood Magic Science 
Fair was hosted by the Department 
of Sustainable Bioproducts, College 

of Forest Resources and sponsored 
by the Mississippi Forestry Associ-
ation; the Mississippi Lumber Man-
ufacturers Association; the Sus-
tainable Forestry Initiative; Viance, 
LLC and the Forest and Wildlife 
Research Center. 
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CANTON
FLEA

MARKET
10.12.23
cantontourism.com

Ever wonder what was UPSTAIRS in the historic
DOWNTOWN buildings on the Canton Square? 

Tour Downtown Canton’s historic buildings at
our bi-annual “Upstairs Downtown” event

featuring hors d’oeuvres, refreshments. and live
music.

Thursday, November 2, 2023
4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Learn more at cantontourism.com
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The RIGHT Leadership
For the RIGHT Time

ClayMansell.com Paid for by the Committee to Elect Clay Mansell

VOTE: NOVEMBER 7, 2023

If you live in Western Madison County and 
vote at the following precincts, you can 

support Canton native Clay Mansell for this 
important position!
*some precincts are split

Franklin Baptist Church
Fearns Chapel Freewill Baptist Church

Twin Lakes Baptist Church
China Grove A.M.E Church

Parkway Pentecostal Church

ENDORSED
by Speaker

Philip Gunn

Pro-Life, Pro-2nd Amendment, Pro Family.

Reform and cut taxes, so new jobs will 
come and current ones will flourish.

MAKE SURE our kids have a safe place to 
learn and keep our schools focused on 
what matters.

Strongly advocate for the foster care 
system and protect our kids. 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

CantonNews- 10.25x12.5.pdf   1   8/25/23   9:51 AM
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IS HERE

HUNTING SEASON

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports  
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM

Special to The Canton News

Flonzie Brown Wright, a Civil 
Rights activist and Canton native, 
recently gifted ninety-two auto-
graphed copies of her latest book to 
students and teachers at Canton High 
School (CHS). Her book, Looking 

Back to Move Ahead, chronicles her 
life of service. During her visit, she 
shared stories about the challenges 
she faced in her fight for justice and 
equality for all. She encouraged the 
scholars at CHS to continue the work 
of those who came before them and 
to strive for more progress. 

Wright signs books and visits CHS

Special to The Canton News

*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G
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Special to The Canton News

MAJ Kenesha D. Pace of Canton 
was recently promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel (LTC) during a cer-
emony held in Washington, D.C.  
Pace’s new rank was presented and 

pinned on her uniform by her par-
ents, Clarence and Ellawease Pace of 
Canton, as retired COL Gwendolyn 
Thompon presided over the ceremo-
ny. 
“It was my pleasure to mark this 

great milestone for LTC Pace and her 

family,” said Thompson.  “Making it 
to lieutenant colonel is the evidence 
of a successful career.  I am ecstatic 
about this new rank and the confi-
dence the military has shown in se-
lecting LTC Pace.” 
Pace currently serves as the Chief of 

Program Management, Informatics 
Integration Branch within the Health-
care Operation Support Division of 
the Defense Health Agency, where 
she manages health information tech-
nology programs and the pharmacy 
workflow automation systems portfo-

Canton native promoted to Lieutenant Colonel

lio, including the total cost, scheduled 
and performance maintenance, and 
lifecycle replacement activities val-
ued at $550 million.
“It is truly an honor to reach this mile-

stone in my career, and I am thankful 
that my family and friends are able to 
share in this moment,” said Pace.  
“My grandfather was part of the 

greatest generation that served in the 
United States Army during WWII. I 
know he would be proud of me to-
day.”
Pace is an honors graduate of Canton 

High School. She began her military 
career as an Army Reserve Officer 
Training Corp (ROTC) cadet at Tu-
lane University Orleans Battalion. 
She commissioned into the Army as 
a second lieutenant in 2005.  Pace’s 
education includes a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in biology from Xavier 
University in Louisiana in 2005 and 
a doctorate in pharmacy from Xavi-
er University College of Pharmacy in 
2009.
Pace is board certified in pharmaco-

cont. on page 17

Special to The Canton News

LTC Kenesha D. Pace

Special to The Canton News

LTC Kenesha D. Pace, with her parents, Clarence and Ellawease Pace

TOMORROWS
PREVENTION, TODAY
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156 River Oaks St. B
Canton, MS 39046
411diabetes.net

Diabetes Solutions
    and Wellness Center
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15,500 Watt  
Electronic Fuel Injection     WILL RUN YOUR    CENTRAL AIR 

$ 3999  OR  AS LOW AS $ 90/MO

WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR

                                   Refrigerators in stock 
                                up to  25% Off 

   30% 
      Off 
        on all 
 
Dishwashers 

   FREE 
    MONTHLY  TV 
        STATIONS

  3356 N. Liberty St. —East Side of the Square—Canton 
                    Next Door to Subway—601-859-2303 

Others from  $ 699

Shelby Smith’s Tv & Appliances
Your Appliance Headquarters in Madison Co.

Canton Gospel presents scholarships and awards

By Guest Columnist Cynthia Palmer

The Canton Gospel Music Associ-
ation presented eight music schol-
arships to students of the Love and 
Unity Music Ministry at the annual 
Scholarship Awards & Gospel Mu-
sic Celebration on August 27, 2023.  

Special guest attendees included 
Congressman Bennie Thompson of 
the 2nd Congressional District. 
On hand to receive their certifi-

cate and $100 check were: Minister 
Jearlean Jones (CGMA Vice-pres-
ident), Abby Woodard (CGMA 
member), Rev. David Jackson 

(accepting the award for Wesley 
Dinkins, Jr.)  Victoria Garrett, Jere-
miah Smith, Jaleah Chandler, Lay-
la Garrett, Jorden Whitehead and 
Kingston Wiley,  LeeAndrea Chan-
dler, Congressman Bennie Thomp-
son and LaJesca Woodard (CGMA 
member).

Mr. John Henry, 103 years old, 
was presented the Mayor’s Award 
by Mayor William Truly. Mr. Hen-
ry has been singing for over six-
ty years. Congressman Bennie 
Thompson also presented a procla-
mation on behalf of the 2nd Con-
gressional District. 

Special to The Canton News

Pictured are Congressman Thompson, Randy Abram (CGMA member) Mr. Henry and 
Mayor Truly.

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Gospel Music Association presented eight music scholarships.
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Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

Check out our ads at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

and on Facebook at Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

HALLOWEEN
HAPPY

MCYL class announced

Special to The Canton News

The Madison County Business 
League & Foundation and MCEDA 
Announce the 2023-2024 Madison 
County Youth Leadership (MCYL) 
Class. All public, private, and pa-
rochial schools in Madison County, 
plus Jackson Academy and Jack-

son Prep, select one junior to rep-
resent their respective school in the 
program. All students are Madison 
County residents.
Madison County Youth Leader-

ship’s mission is to provide students 
with a deeper understanding of the 
careers available in Madison Coun-
ty in an environment that develops. 

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Georgia Love Greenlee Doty, Jackson Preparatory School; 
Connor Young, St. Andrew’s Episcopal School; Thomas Blanks, Jackson Academy; 
Julia Lever, Germantown High School; middle row: Amelia Rose Cook, Canton 
Academy; Bryce Perry, Tri County Academy; Warren Hutchinson, Madison Central High 
School; Destinee Stewart, Ridgeland High School; back row: Connor Odom, St. Joseph 
Catholic School; Serenity Chesser, Velma Jackson High School; Jamarion Fleming, 
Canton High School; Blayne Williams, Madison-Ridgeland Academy.



Standing up for our Children!

Experienced champion 
for our Schools.

State Senator Joseph Thomas’s grandchildren attends Madison County Schools.

Website: www.thomasforsenate22.com
Paid for by the committee to elect Joseph Thomas, Sr.

THOMAS
STATE SENATE DISTRICT 22

Senator Joseph
Re-Elect
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*INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE: NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC-INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY. 
NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK. FOR STUDENTS 25 YEARS AND YOUNGER - ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY

Stay protected, stay connected, and save big.Stay protected, stay connected, and save big.
Student CheckingStudent Checking

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE*
CELL PHONE PROTECTION*

LOCAL SHOPPING DISCOUNTS
ANYWHERE BANKING TOOLS

Includes:Includes:

and so much more!and so much more!
For full benefits and details visit: priorityonebank.com/personalchecking/student-checking

Waters paints beauty on the square

Photo by Beth MacNeill

Mississippi artist Wyatt Waters recently set up on the Historic Canton Square. He was 
studying Jims’ TWL building. Cantonian Beth MacNeill captured him in action. 
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Save Energy
and

Turn off lights. 
Adjust the thermostat. 

Work smart. 
Close the fridge. 
Cook efficiently. 
Run full loads. 

Take shorter showers.

Special to The Canton News

Ms. Moseley’s advanced biology 
classes at Canton Academy recently 
had a macromolecule lab, testing nine 

substances for lipids, starches and 
proteins. Macromolecules are com-
posed of much larger numbers of at-
oms than ordinary molecules.

Canton Academy Panthers test in the lab

Special to The Canton News

Seniors Anna Claire Mabry and Hannah Dill.



October 5, 2023 15

CA announces homecoming class representatives

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy recently named their homecoming representatives. Pictured (l to r) are, back row: seventh graders Cash Johnson, Addy Reams and Garrett Moore; eighth grader 
Piper Cooley; freshmen Knox Butler and Morgan Holden; seniors Hannah Dill, Riley Lambert, Anna Claire Mabry and Ashlyn Thompson; juniors Jordyn Claire Watkin and Zach 
Smith; sophomores Mac Stacey and Kaitlyn Warren; and, front row: Crown Bearer Sawyer Canoy, and Flower Girls Sadie Curro, Amelia Cado, Quinn Coleman, Cooper Lloyd and 
Livie Joy Bennett.

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

The Canton Lions’ have made it 
through this hot dry summer, and 

have been en-
tertained with 
some interest-
ing programs.  
On August 2, 
Dr. Vibha Vig 
talked to 

the 

members about 
the changes in 
her practice at 
the Sunshine 
Medical Clin-
ic. She is a 

pediatrician 
working in 
Canton for years 
and has been a 
fellow Lion with 
the Canton group. 
The following week, 

Madison County Eco-
nomic Development Authori-
ty’s Civil Engineer, Chad Wages, 
fascinated the group with some un-
known recruiting stories of Nissan 
and an update on the new mega site 
located along Highway 22 West.  

Central District Public Service 
Commissioner Brent Bailey ac-
cepted an invitation to present an 
update from his office.  He brought 
his wife, Rhonda, and a staff mem-
ber.  
Another recent program was Judge 

Jim Herring.  He talked about his 
new book, The Switcher.  
The Lions voted to sponsor the 

Canton Garden Club’s upcom-
ing Upstairs Downtown 

event, supported the 
Velma Jackson Foun-

dation fundraiser, 
and offered schol-
arships to Can-
ton high school 
seniors.  The Li-
ons will also be 
parking cars at 
The Day in The 
Country Festival 

on September 30 
to raise money.  

These earnings will 
be used to help en-

sure that the civic club 
can continue their support 

to the community.  
The Canton Lions meet every 

Wednesday at the Canton Country 
Club at noon.  Anyone wishing to 
be involved in making Canton a 
better place to live is welcome.  
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Joy Foy

Canton Lions October update
with two instructors, create their sto-
ryline, write scripts, decide who will 
act in it, work camera, direct, do music, 
edit. It’s tear jerking to watch. When 
you see that it changed these children, 
especially a child that’s shy or one 
trying to find themselves, it hits their 
buttons and they bloom. They learn 
how to pull their creativity out. These 
instructors are so good.”
“My granddaughter participated for 

the first time this year,” continued Gor-
don.  “As I was sitting at the library 
and watching Sophia run the camera, 
I teared up, because it gave her confi-
dence and a skill.” 
“I love that the filmmakers is skill 

development. What we need in Missis-
sippi is to raise up the crew. We don’t 
have enough crew. Even the little inde-
pendent movies need crew. You teach 
them how to be a PA, how to edit, how 
to run a camera–whatever the position 
is, they get a taste of it. When they get 
older, they can get recommended,” 
said Gordon. 
Of those honored, Gordon touched on 

a few and said, “Colton Comans, he is 
in Atlanta busting it. He’s working on 
noted films, Christie is also over here 
creating her own material and making 
movies. Matthew is casting in Canada, 
New Orleans, all over. William Lind-

say, we love honoring him as he came 
up through the program, became an in-
structor, and is now working for Hail 
State. He will make a mark in film, and 
I’m so proud it’s because of his start 
in Canton filmmakers.  They are all out 
there using these skills,” she said. 
Hale is a cinematographer and editor 

from Jackson. As a child she began ex-
ploring the world of comedic storytell-
ing, turning the camera on her friends 
and neighbors to create shorts for You-
tube and school projects. After honing 
her skills in the CYFW, then at Tufts 
University, she shot and edited the short 
film Liz, and went on to win awards at 
several festivals. In late 2022, she shot 
the feature film The Jacksons, which is 
currently in post production. 
Pollard is a filmmaker based in Jack-

son. She has written and directed a 
number of short films and is currently 
in post production on her debut feature 
film “The Jacksons,” which she worked 
on with Pollard after the two of them be-
came fast friends at CYFW. Her goal as 
an artist focuses on capturing a cultural 
moment and shedding light on truths. 
“These honorees are all a testament to 

the outstanding curriculum and instruc-
tion that has been designed and imple-
mented to ensure their success in the 
industry,” said Gordon. 

cont. from front page 50
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Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy first-graders 
took their first field trip of the 

year, and they all said they had a 
blast! They started their adventure 
by visiting the Gluckstadt Fire 

Canton Academy Panther first graders learn about first responders

Special to The Canton News

Department, then the Madison Po-
lice Department. After they visit-
ed local heroes, they had lunch at 

the park and topped it all off with 
treats at the Mississippi Candy 
Company.

Special to The Canton News
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https://cbdfreedistributors.myctfo.com/

Muscle & Joint 
Pain Cream

BANKRUPTCY

Grindstaff  Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

$37 Attorneys fees   $313 Court fee
$50 Credit Counseling 

$400 to file

Volunteers of MC give back

Special to The Canton News

The Mississippi Homemaker Vol-
unteers of Madison County recent-
ly presented quilted banners (along 
with other contributions/donations) 
to the Mayoral Councils of Rolling 
Fork and Silver City, Mississip-
pi, in light of the devastation that 
struck their communities only six 
months ago, in March 2023. 
The organization said, “Let their 

volunteer efforts remind us that the 
charge in rebuilding these commu-
nities is ongoing and belongs to us 
all.”
The group welcomes contribu-

tions to the effort and are asking 
that donations be provided in the 
form of nonperishable items and 
supplies such as:
● Bottled water
● Canned goods
● Paper products
● Personal hygiene items
● Laundry detergent
● Cleaning products
● Cleaning supplies
Donations can be dropped off 

beginning Tuesday, October 10, 
through Friday, November 10, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at the 
Canton Public Library, located at 
102 Priestley Street.

Special to The Canton News

therapy from the Board of Pharmacy 
Specialists. Her military awards and 
decorations include Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal with one oak leaf cluster, 
the Army Commendation Medal, the 
Army Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Global War 
on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed 
Forces Service Medal and the Army 
Service Ribbon.
COL Randy Dorsey, who is a De-

fense Health Agency (DHA) Phar-
macy consultant, is a colleague and 
mentor to Pace at the DHA and at-

tended the promotion ceremony.  
“The ceremony was rich in Army 

tradition and was carried out profes-
sionally,” said Dorsey.  “LTC Pace 
is a stellar officer.  She is a dedicat-
ed leader who will continue to lead 
from the front.”
Pace was recently transferred to 

Falls Church, Virginia, the headquar-
ters of the Defense Health Agen-
cy.  This promotion makes her one 
of many rising Black female senior 
leaders in the Army Medical Service 
Corp. 

cont. from page 9

Colonel
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Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 

Special to The Canton News

Cantonian Aislynn Cochran, a 2020 
Canton Academy graduate, recent-
ly graduated from East Mississip-

pi Community College, where she 
played softball and cheered. She is 
now cheering on the Eagles at the 
University of Southern Mississippi. 

CA alum and Cantonian cheers on

Special to The Canton News

Aislynn Cochran is now enjoying her time at USM.
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million
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volunteer
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Building our present, investing in our future.
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By Courtney Warren

This year, our school theme is 
“shine your light.” I was asked 
to speak at our chapel in front of 
over 300 middle schoolers. With 
October being suicide preven-
tion awareness month, now more 
than ever we have to remember 
to shine our lights into others. I 
wanted to share with you all what 
I shared with our middle school 
students. 
All semester, we have talked 

about shining your light. We’ve 
talked about how we need to be 
kind to others and why God wants 
us to do that. I think it’s safe to as-
sume that you all can agree with 
me when I say I’m a pretty loud 
and shiny person. I love to talk to 
people, I love to be involved, and 
I love to know what my students 
are up to. 
My favorite verse is Matthew 

5:16, “Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Fa-
ther which is in heaven.”
When admin said this would 

be the theme this year, I was 
pumped. It’s a verse we have in 
our home and a verse I have tried 
to commit to memory. But I want 
to tell you about a time when I 
definitely didn’t feel shiny. 
Middle school and high school 

are supposed to be these wonder-
ful years, with awesome events 
and memories that should last a 
lifetime. But unfortunately, not 
all of us have that experience.
I went through an incredibly 

difficult middle school and high 
school experience. 
Because of some difficulties go-

ing on at home, I found myself 
alone and angry. 
There were so many times that 

no one showed up for me. 
When I was bullied by an old-

er student and told “Courtney, 
you’re pathetic. That’s all you’ll 
ever be,” no one showed up for 
me. 
When I had soccer tournaments 

and started on the varsity team, 
no one was in the stands. 
When I had a spot in my senior 

showcase, no one was in the audi-
ence for me. 
I didn’t get invited to church. I 

didn’t have a church family. And 
God was something that seemed 
conditional. You behave this way 
or do this thing, and only then 
will He love you in return. 

No one shined a light for me. 
So I stayed in darkness. 
And then that darkness turned to 

anger. 
I found myself ready to fight, 

more often than not. I walked 
around as if my skin was boiling, 
because I was so out of control 
and felt like I had no one in my 
corner, so I might as well tell ev-
eryone exactly what was on my 
mind. I was pathetic anyway, 
right? Those were the words that 
were spoken over me, so why not 
live up to that? I used my voice. I 

Letter from the editor: All he’s ever been is kind
spoke out. I was aggressive. I was 
angry. 
I was a light, but in all of the 

wrong ways. 
So…I was still in darkness. 
I love seeing the amazing friend-

ships the students all have in our 
middle school. I know so many 

of them will last the rest of their 
lives. It wasn’t until I graduat-
ed high school and moved two 
states away that I found my best 
friend. Like the song “Kind,” by 
Cory Asbury says, “I’ve tried to 
run from Jesus, I’ve started holy 
wars/ I’ve tried the patient waitin’ 
and the kickin’ down the doors/ 
I’ve cursed His name in anger 
with my fist raised to the sky.”
Y’all, I was not a good friend. I 

was mean. I was selfish. I didn’t 
put this friend first. 
And, just like our song, just like 

Jesus - all I ever got from this 
friend….was kind. 
This friend showed up for me. 

They were at my sorority plays 
cheering me on. They listened 
to me cry after a really hard test. 
They sat with me on rainy after-
noons when I was so homesick 
for my family. I didn’t deserve 
this kindness. But this friend 
shined their light on me. 
It didn’t take long for me to re-

alize it actually wasn’t a light this 
friend was capable of. The light 
this friend was shining came di-
rectly from their relationship 
with Jesus. 
Now, I didn’t realize it at the 

time, but I learned that God was 
preparing me for this friend. Had 
someone tried to speak God over 
me in high school, I wouldn’t 
have listened. It was going to take 
this friend to do it. It was going 
to take the love of a best friend to 
show me the love of Jesus. 
This friend never gave up on me. 

They never let me down. They al-
ways showed up for me. 
I never had to search in the 

bleachers. This friend was there. 
I never had to look on the side-

lines. This friend was there. 
In my darkest moments, in my 

saddest days, through this loss 
of two babies, this friend showed 
me nothing but love. 
When I responded in anger, when 

I cried out to God and didn’t un-
derstand, when I alienated myself 
from everyone, this friend only 
gave me kindness. 
So, while we might feel alone 

right now, I want us to remember, 
all of God’s promises are Yes and 
Amen. He says we aren’t meant 
to be alone. This friend used 
God’s light. They shined his light 
into me over and over and over 
again until there was absolutely 
no room for darkness. 
I want you to remember that it’s 

not all about you. Who can you 
save by being kind? By shining a 
light in someone’s darkness?
Because I sure am blessed to 

be his wife, but I think I’m even 
more blessed to be Coach War-
ren’s friend. 

Photo by Lindsay Pecou
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Canton Public School District honored in education

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Board and Trustees and Su-
perintendent Gary Hannah honored ex-
ceptional students, teachers, and employ-

ees of the Month at the September board 
meeting. They praised recipients for their 

hard work and dedication and encouraged 
them to keep doing a fantastic job.

All photos Special to The Canton News


