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Greater Love Worship Center 
(GLWC) will soon celebrate twenty 
years of ministry here in Canton.
To commemorate this special oc-

casion, Pastors Calvin and Fredia 
Day will host a community outreach 
drive-through prayer, in the parking 
lot adjacent to The Venue of Can-
ton, from 9 a.m. to 11a.m. on Satur-
day, June 28. Visitors will be able to 
drive into the parking lot and receive 
prayer and a goodie bag, without get-
ting out of their car.
A free indoor “yard sale” is also 

planned during this time and will 
take place inside the venue itself.
“On Sunday, June 29, we will have 

a special morning service, beginning 
at 10 a.m., which will include an or-
dination ceremony for the first grad-
uates of our Ministers-In-Training 
Program,” said Pastor Fredia. “All 
are welcome and encouraged to at-
tend.”
Native Cantonian Calvin Day had 

known for many years that God was 
calling him and his wife, Fredia, to 
establish a church in order to serve 
the Canton area.
In 1996, the Days were called to 

relocate to Ypsilanti, Michigan, and, 
while there, were trained extensive-
ly by Apostle Robert Hill, his wife, 
Pastor Barbara Hill, and the seasoned 
members of the Pastoral Council at 
Christian Love Fellowship Minis-
tries, International (CLFMI).
For the next five years and through 

many hours of prayer, study, Bible 
courses and hands-on experience, the 
Days were molded, shaped and pre-
pared to do the work of the Lord.
The couple were then both or-

dained as ministers, under the di-
rection of the Holy Spirit, by Apos-
tle Hill and the governing body of 
CLFMI, receiving their credentials.
As they patiently waited for God’s 

release to launch a church, the Days 
made prayerful preparation. 
During this time, God ordered 

their steps to Springs of Praise 
World Outreach Center in Crys-
tal Springs, led by Pastor Darryl 

Blankenship and his wife, Sharon. 
This was an insightful, multi-racial 
congregation who exemplified the 
love of Christ and really showed 
the Days in a tangible way how to 
minister effectively to ALL people. 
After four years of prayer, the 

Days began the process of estab-
lishing a church. It began with just 
a handful of people who had ex-
pressed an interest in nondenomi-
national ministry.
In the initial meeting, Pastor Cal-

vin Day shared the vision God had 
given to him, as well as some pre-
liminary plans. As a result, Day and 
his wife, five adult supporters and 
five children held their first wor-
ship service on July 10, 2005, at 

357 West Peace Street in Canton, 
still known today as Greater Love 
Worship Center.
“In the years that followed, God 

has blessed the ministry,” said Pas-
tor Fredia. “He has taken us through 
times of growth, weeding out, ma-
turing, refocusing and regrowth. 
In September 2008, we purchased 
the building, and, during the sum-
mer of 2010, we built the sanctuary 
we’re now in.”
As they embrace the work that 

God has placed in their hands, the 
Days strive to ensure that the vi-
sion of the church remains the driv-
ing force behind all that is said and 
done from that institution.
The leaders and members of Great-

er Love Worship Center seek to be 
a body of believers, disciples of 
Christ, sanctified to the purposes of 
God, holy in character and conduct.
In addition to the Sunday morn-

ing service, GLWC also offers 
Enriched Adult Bible Study, King-
dom Kidz Youth Ministry, Minis-
ters-In-Training Program and the 
Pregnancy Resource Room.
The Venue of Canton features 

Christian entertainment, and the 
stage play Are You Ready? will be 
sponsored by the church and per-
formed locally in early 2026.
For more information on Greater 

Love Worship Center, contact Pas-
tor Calvin Day at 601-624-1462 or 
Pastor Fredia Day at 601-624-3440.
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Canton church celebrates twenty-year milestone

Greater Love Worship Center
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Canton High School announces Class of 2025 Valedictorian and Salutatorian

Special to The Canton News 

Canton High School has named Ken-
yatta Brown Jr. as the valedictorian 
and Shamiyah Jones as the salutatori-
an for the Class of 2025.
Brown, described by Principal Kari 

Johnson as “diligent, inquisitive, dis-
ciplined, and extremely well-round-

ed,” will attend the University of Mis-
sissippi in the fall. School officials say 
he has been recognized as a natural 
leader and expect him to thrive in col-
lege and in his future career.
“Kenyatta is a born leader, and we 

know that he will excel,” Johnson 
said.

All photos Special to The Canton News 

Jones, the 2025 salutatorian, is also 
earning praise from school lead-
ership. Johnson described her as 
“hard-working, poised, and compas-
sionate.” Jones plans to begin her 
college journey at Holmes Commu-
nity College in the fall.
“We are so excited for Shamiyah’s 

future and the impact that she will 
make on the world,” Johnson said.
Canton High School extends its 

congratulations to both students for 
their academic accomplishments and 
wishes them continued success as 
they begin the next chapter of their 
education.

CHS Valedictorian Kenyatta Brown Jr. CHS Salutatorian Shamiyah Jones
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Canton Public School District honors 2024–25 retirees

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Public School District Super-
intendent Gary Hannah and the Board 
of Trustees recently recognized the 
dedicated service and outstanding ca-
reers of the district’s 2024–25 retirees.
The celebration honored eight retir-

ees whose commitment to excellence 
and passion for education have left a 
lasting impact on the school commu-

nity. District leaders expressed grat-
itude for the retirees’ contributions, 
noting that their work consistently 
surpassed expectations and served as 
an inspiration to others.
“We thank each of them for their 

unwavering dedication and service,” 
Hannah said. “Their legacy will con-
tinue to inspire future generations.”
The 2024–25 retirees are:
●	Richard	Austin

●	Shalondia	Washington
●	Joe	Thompson
●	Calvin	Bolton
●	Adrienne	Parker
●	Carolyn	White
●	Shirley	White
●	Connie	Williams

District officials wished the retirees a 
fulfilling new chapter filled with rest, 
discovery, and new opportunities.

Special to The Canton News 

The Madison County Business League 
& Foundation and the Madison County 
Community Trust recently sponsored a 
financial literacy grant for the Canton 
High School Tiger Tycoons as they pre-
pare to compete in the National Person-

al Finance Challenge, taking place June 
1–2, 2025, in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Grant organizers said, “The Tiger Ty-

coons team—Nelly Cardona-Rosales, 
Alexandria Luckett, Jalynn Dunigan, 
and Henser Vicente—represent a 
group of exceptional students whose 

hard work and financial literacy skills 
have earned them this prestigious op-
portunity. We congratulate these stu-
dents and wish them the very best as 
they represent Canton High School 
and the state of Mississippi on the na-
tional stage!”

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Financial literacy grant given to CHS Tycoons

Pictured (l to r) are Selena Swartzfager, Teena Ruth, Alexandria Luckett, Nelly Rosales, Henser Vicente, Jalynn Dunigan, Barney 
Daly, and Jan Collins. 
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Robinson named a Distinguished Scholar

Special to The Canton News 

Canton High School has recognized 
Arianna Robinson as a Class of 2025 
Distinguished Scholar.
A Distinguished Scholar is a student 

whose grade point average would 
typically qualify them for Valedicto-
rian or Salutatorian honors but who 
did not complete both junior and se-
nior years at Canton High School, in 
accordance with the Canton Public 
School District’s class ranking poli-

cy.
Robinson joined the Canton High 

School family during the 2024–25 
school year as a junior. She has since 
completed all coursework and gradu-
ation requirements ahead of schedule 
and will graduate early.
Principal Kari Johnson described 

Robinson as “focused, ambitious, 
and a high achiever.”
Robinson plans to attend Holmes 

Community College in the fall.

Special to The Canton News 

Canton alderman presents memorial 
scholarships to Canton High seniors

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Alderman Tim Taylor re-
cently awarded two scholarships in 
memory of his late mother, Emma 
Pearl Williams, to Canton High 
School seniors Anya McDonald and 
Jaziriah Morment.
The scholarships were presented 

to support and empower the recipi-
ents as they pursue their educational 
goals.
During the ceremony, Taylor ad-

dressed the Class of 2025, delivering 

an encouraging message centered on 
resilience and faith. He urged stu-
dents to remain steadfast in the face 
of challenges and to place their trust 
in God.
“‘For I know the plans I have for 

you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future,’” 
Taylor said, quoting Scripture.
His remarks resonated with the audi-

ence, offering motivation and reflec-
tion as the graduating class prepares 
for the next chapter of their lives.

Special to The Canton News 



June 5, 2025 5

Canton Lions Club hosts May meeting with guest speakers

Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Lions Club held its 
regular monthly meeting in May, 
featuring guest speakers who 
shared updates and information rel-
evant to the local community.
Lion Daniel Logan presented the 

program and introduced Nolan Wil-
liamson of the Bear Creek Water 
Association. Williamson spoke to 
club members about the associa-
tion’s work and services in the area.
Also at the meeting were Brad 

Martin with the Gertrude C. Ford 

MIND Center at the Universi-
ty of Mississippi Medical Center 
(UMMC) and Lion President Gary 
Teasley.
The Canton Lions Club is part of 

Lions Clubs International, a global 
service organization with a focus 

on supporting vision care, health 
initiatives, and community devel-
opment. The local chapter meets 
regularly to hear from community 
leaders, support service projects, 
and promote civic engagement in 
Canton and surrounding areas.

All photos Special to The Canton News 

Daniel Logan and Nolan Williamson Brad Martin and Lion President Gary Teasley
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Nissan hosts second annual Cars and Coffee event in Canton

Special to The Canton News 

Nissan held its second annual Cars 
and Coffee community event on Sat-
urday, May 17, from 8 a.m. to noon. 
The event, which was free and open 
to the public, took place in the park-
ing lot of the Nissan Training Center 
at 300 Nissan Drive.

The gathering welcomed individuals 
of all ages and featured a variety of 
vehicles, including classic, modern, 
and custom automobiles. No registra-
tion was required to attend or display 
a vehicle. Coffee and breakfast items 
were available for purchase from on-
site vendors.

All photos Special to The Canton News 

In addition to the cars brought by 
attendees, Nissan displayed several 
of its own models, including the 50th 
anniversary GT-R, the Nissan Z NIS-
MO, and the TITAN dually.
Victor Taylor, vice president of 

manufacturing at the Canton Vehicle 
Assembly Plant, said the event was 

intended to bring people together 
around a shared interest in automo-
biles.
The event drew a steady stream of 

visitors throughout the morning. Or-
ganizers reported a strong turnout and 
a diverse range of vehicles, noting 
positive engagement from attendees.
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Special to The Canton News 

Law Enforcement Appreciation 
Week wrapped up in Canton with 
full hearts and full plates as the com-
munity came together to honor the 
dedicated service of its police and 
fire departments. Canton Tourism of-
ficials say they were very excited to 
celebrate all of Canton law enforce-
ment, offering a special thank you to 
the Canton Police and Fire Depart-
ments for their tireless work and dai-

ly sacrifices to keep the city safe. To 
show their appreciation, the commu-
nity treated first responders to a deli-
cious lunch, generously provided by 
Chill Way Kitchen.
The gesture was a heartfelt remind-

er of the city’s ongoing gratitude for 
those who serve and protect. Canton 
residents say they are proud to stand 
behind their first responders — not 
just during appreciation week, but 
every day.

Canton celebrates law enforcement 
appreciation week with gratitude and food

Special to The Canton News
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Special to The Canton News

Canton to host Juneteenth Celebration
Special to The Canton News 

The city of Canton is preparing to 
honor Juneteenth with a dynamic 
three-day celebration from Thursday, 
June 19, through Saturday, June 21, 
2025. Hosted by the Pine Grove As-
sociation, this year’s events promise 
a vibrant mix of family fun, commu-
nity service, and empowerment ac-
tivities.
According to the National 

Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture 
Juneteenth, also known as 
Emancipation Day, com-
memorates June 19, 1865, 
the day when Union troops 
arrived in Galveston, Texas, 
to enforce the end of slav-
ery—two and a half years af-
ter the Emancipation Procla-
mation was issued. It marks 
the effective end of slavery 
in the United States and has 
been celebrated by African 
American communities ever 
since. In 2021, Juneteenth 
became a federal holiday.
The Canton celebration 

kicks off on Thursday, June 19, with 
an 11:30 a.m. Kickoff event at Our 
Daily Bread, followed by an after-
noon of excitement during Youth 
Fun Day on Hickory Street from 1 
p.m. to 6 p.m.On Friday, June 20, 
residents will come together for a 

Community Clean-up at 9 a.m., 
happening citywide. The day wraps 
up with a lively Block Party at 6 
p.m. in Canton Square, featuring 
music, fun, and fellowship.
Saturday, June 21, is packed with 

events beginning at 6 a.m. with a 
Vendor/Health Fair lasting until 10 
a.m. At 7 a.m., participants can join 
the 5K Run/Walk at the HOPE Cen-

ter. A vital Expungement 
Clinic will be offered at 9 
a.m. at the Baptist Family 
Life Center, providing legal 
assistance for those seeking 
to clear their records.
Rounding out the day are 

forums designed to uplift 
and educate. At 11 a.m., 
Girls/Women and Boys/
Men Forums will be held 
simultaneously at McNeal 
Elementary, focusing on 
growth, leadership, and 
community dialogue.
With its theme, “Three 

Days. One Celebration. 
Countless Memories,” the 

Canton Juneteenth Celebra-
tion invites everyone to come to-
gether in honor of freedom, resil-
ience, and community progress.
To learn more or to register, vis-

it www.cantonjuneteenth.com or 
email cantonjuneteenth@gmail.
com
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By Courtney Warren

As summer approaches, book lovers 
are eager to dive into new releases 
that promise to captivate and enter-
tain. Whether you’re lounging by the 
pool, relaxing on the beach, or enjoy-
ing a quiet afternoon at home, here are 
some standout books to add to your 
reading list this season:

1. One Golden Summer by Carley 
Fortune

Carley Fortune’s One 
Golden 
Summer 
offers a 
heartfelt 
explo-

ration of 
love, long-
ing, and 
the trans-

formative 
power of a 
single un-
forgettable 

season. Set in 
a sun-soaked 
lakeside town, 
the story fol-
lows two char-
acters brought to-
gether by fate and forced to 
confront their past. Fortune’s 
signature blend of emotional 
depth and compelling char-
acters makes this a must-
read for fans of contempo-
rary romance. Fortune is 
my perfect beach read. I 
have never read one of her 
books that I didn’t like, 
and, if you are looking for 
something that will get you in the 
mood for summer, look no further!

2. Atmosphere by Taylor Jenkins 
Reid

In Atmosphere, Taylor Jenkins Reid 
delves into the world of music and 
fame, crafting a narrative that inter-
twines the lives of two individuals 
drawn together by their shared pas-
sion for sound. Known for her rich 
storytelling, Reid delivers a tale that 
examines the intersections of ambi-
tion, identity, and connection. Reid 

is another one of those auto-buy 
authors for me. I have yet to read 
her newest book, but the hype sur-
rounding it tells me it’s going to be 
another great one. 

3. The Love Haters by Katherine 
Center

Katherine Center’s The 
Love Haters presents a witty and 
poignant enemies-to-lovers romance 
set within the vibrant world of a lit-
erary festival. The novel explores 
themes of personal transformation, 
the power of storytelling, and the 
unexpected paths to love. Center’s 
trademark humor and heart shine 
through in this engaging summer 
read. I got an advanced readers copy 
of The Love Haters and was such 
a fan! It was an easy read, but the 

On the shelf: Books to dive into this summer
characters were beautifully fleshed 
out and relatable. 

4. The Poisoned King by Kather-
ine Rundell

For those interested in historical 
narratives, The Poisoned King by 
Katherine Rundell offers a grip-
ping account of Mithridates VI, the 
ancient king known for his resis-
tance against Roman domination. 
Rundell’s meticulous research and 

vivid prose bring to life the 
complexities 

of 

pow-
er, 
be-

trayal, 
and 

surviv-
al in the 
ancient 

world. 

5. The 
CIA Book 
Club by 
Charlie 

English

In The CIA 
Book Club, Char-
lie English uncov-
ers the fascinating 
history of the CIA’s 
covert operation to 
smuggle Western 
literature behind 
the Iron Curtain 
during the Cold 
War. This nonfic-
tion work sheds 

light on the agen-
cy’s efforts to promote intellectual 
freedom and counter Soviet propa-
ganda through the distribution of 
forbidden books. English’s narra-
tive offers a unique perspective on 
the intersection of espionage and 
literature.

Whether you’re seeking romance, 
historical intrigue, or nonfiction nar-
ratives that challenge the mind, this 
summer’s reading selections offer a 
diverse array of stories to enjoy.
 Happy reading!

cantonnews

Connect 
with us on our 
facebook

page
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N O W  S H O W I N G

Old Jail tours and storytelling join 
Canton Farmers Market events
By Courtney Warren

New this year, visitors to the Old Jail 
Farmers Market will have the opportu-
nity to step inside a piece of local histo-
ry. On June 
5 and July 
3, the Old 
Jail at 234 
East Fulton 
Street will 
be open for 
tours and 
storytelling 
beginning 

at 5 p.m., 
in conjunc-
tion with the 
weekly mar-
ket.
The tours, 

made possi-
ble by vol-
unteers from 
the Can-
ton-Madi-

son County 
Historical 

Society, of-
fer a rare 
chance to 
explore the 
historic jail building and its evolving 
history room. In addition to learning 

about the building’s past, visitors are 
encouraged to participate in oral sto-
rytelling—sharing family stories, heir-
looms, and local history with neighbors 
and friends.

The Old 
Jail Farmers 
Market is 
held every 

Thursday 
in June and 
July from 
4 to 7 p.m., 
offering lo-
cal produce, 
handmade 

goods, and 
community 
engagement 
in the heart 
of Canton.

Organiz-
ers are also 

seeking 
volunteers 

to help fa-
cilitate the 
oral story-
telling area 
during the 
June 5 and 

July 3 events. 
Those interested can find sign-up links 
through social media platforms.

Special to The Canton News 
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Special to The Canton News 

Lauren James was officially ad-
mitted to the Mississippi Bar on 
April 24, 2025, authorizing her to 
practice law in the state.
The oath of office was admin-

istered by Mississippi Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Jennifer B. 
Branning, who represents District 
1, Place 3. James also serves as 
Justice Branning’s junior law clerk.
Admission to the Bar follows suc-

cessful completion of the Missis-

sippi Bar Exam, a rigorous multi-
day test that assesses knowledge 
of both state and federal law. The 
exam is widely regarded as one 
of the most challenging steps in 
becoming a licensed attorney, re-
quiring months of intensive prepa-
ration.
James joins the legal profession at 

a time when newly admitted attor-
neys play a vital role in addressing 
the evolving legal needs of com-
munities across Mississippi.

James admitted to Mississippi Bar

Special to The Canton News 

Lauren James and Justice Branning

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 
WATERMELON”

“It all started with a

Special to The Canton News 

Jacob King, from Canton, a junior 
biochemistry major at the Universi-
ty of Mississippi, was named one of 
15 Stamps Impact Prize winners for 
spring 2025.
Matching a $100,000 renewable 

gift from the Stamps family, the 
university created the competitive 
award in fall 2023 to enhance un-
dergraduate students’ academic 
experience by supporting innova-
tive, faculty-mentored endeavors 

beyond the classroom. Students re-
ceive up to $5,000 to support their 
work.
King is working on a project titled 

“Quantifying Genetic Diversity in 
Nematode Feeding Rate.” His fac-
ulty mentor is Peter Zee, associate 
professor of biology.
The support for King and the oth-

er enterprising students enriches 
their academic experience while 
advancing a variety of outstand-
ing projects, said program director 
Kenneth Sufka.

UM student wins Stamps Impact Prize

Special to The Canton News 

Jacob King
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UM student wins Stamps Impact Prize
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Special to The Canton News 

The Mississippi Art Colony, the na-
tion’s oldest artist-run organization, 
is showcasing its spring 2025 exhibit 
at the Canton Welcome Center/Ali-
son Wells Center for the Arts, locat-
ed on the historic Canton Square.
The exhibit, featuring a diverse 

collection of works by artists from 
across the region, is open to the pub-
lic now through June 9.
Gallery hours are Monday through 

Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Ad-
mission is free.
Founded in 1948, the Mississippi 

Art Colony has a long-standing tra-
dition of fostering creativity, col-
laboration, and the advancement of 
visual arts. The spring exhibit offers 
visitors an opportunity to experience 
a wide range of artistic styles and 
mediums in a welcoming, communi-
ty-centered space.

Mississippi Art Colony spring exhibit on display

Special to The Canton News

A photo from a current exhibit in Canton. 
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Master Sergeant Sam Young Jr., Dr. Marilyn Johnson-Luckett, Dr. Linda Williams-
Taylor, Mary Griffin, James Ware, Erma Jackson West, and Dr. Ruth Evans-Bowen

Special to The Canton News 

History repeated itself in gold-
en fashion at Canton Public High 
School recently, as eight proud mem-
bers of the Class of 1975 returned 
to their alma mater to march once 
more—this time in celebration of a 
50-year milestone.
Dr. Marilyn Johnson-Luckett, Dr. 

Ruth Evans-Bowen, Dr. Linda Wil-
liams-Taylor, Mary Griffin, Erma 
Jackson West, Master Gunnery Sgt. 
Sam Young Jr., Charles Ware, and 
Staff Sgt. James Luckett opened 
the school’s 151st commencement 
ceremony at Tiger Stadium. Clad in 
golden caps and gowns, they crossed 
the field to resounding cheers from a 
crowd that welcomed them like re-
turning heroes.
Superintendent Gary P. Hannah, 

school board chairman Johnny 
Brown, board members, Principal 
K.R. Johnson, and faculty greeted 
the distinguished alumni with ap-
plause and congratulations.
“It’s difficult to believe that five de-

cades have passed since we marched 
out onto the grounds of Canton Pub-
lic High School to receive our high 
school diplomas, our passport to the 
future,” said Dr. Johnson-Luckett. “It 
was surpassed only by the excitement 
on Saturday when we marched again, 
fifty years later, to receive a golden 

diploma. We are living the GOLDEN 
LIFE.”
Johnson-Luckett also announced 

that her foundation, the Marilyn 
Johnson-Luckett Foundation, Inc., 
will award five $500 book scholar-
ships to the Class of 2025.
Her ties to the school run deep. In 

1975, Canton High teachers played a 
basketball game to raise funds for her 
to attend the Presidential Classroom 
for Young Americans in Washington, 
D.C., where she was one of only five 
African American students among 
375 national participants. That ex-
perience, she said, helped shape her 
path toward earning a Ph.D. and 
MPPA in Public Policy and Admin-
istration.
The Class of 1975 continues its 

legacy by giving back. Members 
are funding the construction of an 
outdoor classroom to promote inno-
vative learning and offer fresh-air 
instruction in STEM, the arts, and 
other disciplines. Dr. Evans-Bowen, 
a longtime educator, emphasized the 
importance of such a space to meet 
evolving student needs.
In addition, Dr. Williams-Taylor, a 

psychology graduate of Texas South-
ern University, highlighted mental 
health support and announced that 
Canton High graduates attending 
Texas Southern may apply for her 

Eight Canton High alumni march again, 50 years later

existing education endowment.
The celebration included spiritual 

support from Rev. Robert E. McCal-
lum of Priestley Chapel MB Church, 
who recognized the “golden march-
ers” during the baccalaureate service 

and offered words of encouragement 
to both the Class of 1975 and the 
graduating Class of 2025.
Fifty years later, these alumni 

marched again—not just in honor of 
the past, but to help shape the future. 

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

The historic Canton Flea Market 
celebrated its 60th anniversary with 
thousands of visitors filling the streets 
around the Canton Courthouse Square. 
Known as one of Mississippi’s most 
beloved arts and crafts shows, the mar-
ket brought together artisans, shoppers, 
and community members for a day of 

unique finds and festive atmosphere.
Originally started in 1965 with just a 

few local artists, the Canton Flea Mar-
ket has grown into a major regional 
event, now held twice a year in May 
and October. The 60th anniversary 
celebration featured hundreds of ven-
dors offering handmade crafts, art, 
jewelry, clothing, home décor, and 

more.
Crowds from across the state—and 

beyond—gathered to enjoy the lively 
marketplace, take in live music, and 
sample local food offerings, all while 
enjoying the rich history of Canton’s 
downtown square.
The success of this milestone event 

highlights the community pride and 

long-standing tradition that have de-
fined the Canton Flea Market for six 
decades. Organizers and attendees 
alike are already looking ahead to the 
next market, set for October.
For more information about the up-

coming market, visit the City of Can-
ton’s official website or follow the 
Canton Flea Market on social media.

Canton Flea 
Market 

celebrates 60 
years 

of tradition 
and 

community 
spirit

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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the great news?

The Canton News new site is up! Go check it out today at
www.CantonNews.Net

Canton Academy chemistry students complete capstone projects

All photos Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

Ms. Moseley’s chemistry classes 
at Canton Academy wrapped up the 
school year with individual capstone 

projects.
Students were tasked with choosing 

a topic, conducting research, and cre-
ating a 20-minute presentation, where 

they took on the role of the teacher. 
These presentations included bell 
work, homework, a lesson, a quiz, and 
even mini-labs in some cases.

Throughout the process, students ex-
plored the chemistry behind various 
topics, such as frying fish, butter, hair 
dye, and even slime.

www.CantonNews.net
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By Courtney Warren

As teachers, it’s not uncommon to 
have students who leave an impres-
sion—but every so often, someone 
truly special walks into your life and 
leaves a permanent mark. Reagan is 
that student for me.
From the moment she entered my 

classroom in the seventh grade, I knew 
she was different. Not just bright—
brilliant. Not just motivated—driven. 
Being her teacher wasn’t easy, but it 
was one of the most rewarding chal-
lenges I’ve ever taken on. Even in 
middle school, her writing already 
outshined that of many high schoolers 
I’d taught. She pushed me to be bet-
ter—to dig deeper for more rigorous 
material, to raise my standards, and 
to constantly search for content that 
would keep her curious and inspired. 
She kept me on my toes in the best 

possible way.
Then came her freshman year. I’ll 

never forget the day she walked back 
into my classroom—her face said ev-
erything, before she even spoke. Tears 
streamed down her cheeks as she told 
me she would be transferring to an-
other school after the first nine weeks. 
We hugged. We cried. And, even 
though my heart ached, I knew deep 
down that this was the right path for 
her. She was going to grow, to thrive, 
and I couldn’t stand in the way of that.
What I didn’t know was that God 

had plans for me, too.
I finished out that school year, and, in 

an unexpected twist, ended up accept-
ing a job at her new school—the same 
one she’d transferred to. Suddenly, 
we were reunited, and, from the very 
first day back on campus together, it 
felt like we’d never missed a beat.
When I became the yearbook advi-

Letter from the Editor: Lifelong students never truly leave us

sor, Reagan was one of the first stu-
dents to join my staff. There was no 
question—she was destined to lead 
it. From the start, we both knew that, 
one day, she would be editor. And 
now, that day has come.
Last weekend, I watched her walk 

across the graduation stage, sur-
rounded by friends, family, and so 
much love. She’s no longer the little 
girl who sat in my classroom, de-
vouring writing prompts and asking 
the tough questions. She’s grown 
into a poised, capable, compassion-
ate young woman—ready to take on 
the world. She’s heading to Ole Miss 
to major in sports journalism, and I 
could not be more proud of her.
Creating her senior yearbook along-

side her was an absolute gift. It felt 
like everything had come full circle.
Reagan is the kind of student every 

teacher dreams of having. I could 

give her a job—any job—and nev-
er worry about it again, because I 
knew it would be done thoroughly, 
thoughtfully, and with excellence. 
She is dependable, sharp, and an in-
credible leader.
But, beyond the classroom, she 

holds a special place in my heart. 
Reagan is the only person I’ve ever 
trusted to babysit Berit. That’s how 
much I trust her—not just as a stu-
dent, but as a person. I knew my 
daughter was always in good hands 
with Reagan, and that kind of trust is 
priceless.
There are students who come and 

go. And then there are students like 
Reagan—the ones who stay with you 
forever. So, congratulations to the 
class of 2025. You are going to do 
big things. And Reagan, know that 
I’m ready to tell everyone “I told you 
she’d do it.” 

All photos by Dell Taylor 

Reagan and I on her graduation day. Reagan and my daughter Berit on Berit’s first day of school. Reagan was in middle 
school. 

It’s your community.601-530-9814

Hooverville
Electrical, Plumbing, Heating & Air

Herbert Hoover
Owner
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CHILL YOUR BILL

 

Change air �lters. Air �lters on some air conditioning 
units require monthly cleaning or replacing. 

Set your thermostat to the highest comfortable temperature. 
The smaller the di�erence between the inside and outside 
temperatures, the lower your energy usage and bill will be. 

Buy a programmable thermostat. A programmable 
thermostat can help manage costs, is controllable, 
and can help monitor usage. 

Use fans to cool o�. Ceiling fans, box fans and oscillating 
fans use very little electricity to circulate the air. Make sure 
ceiling fans are rotating in the right direction – counter-clockwise 
during summer – to push cooler air down into the room. Be sure 
to turn all fans o� in unused rooms.  

Close blinds, shades and curtains to keep the sun out and the 
cool air in. Also, close air conditioning vents in rooms that are 
not in use. 

Seal cracks and holes around doors, windows and ductwork. 
Weather stripping and caulk will help keep the cold air in and 
the hot air out. 

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Public Schools will once 
again participate in the federal-
ly funded Summer Food Service 
Program, offering free nutritious 
meals to children ages 18 and un-
der throughout the month of June.
The program is open to all chil-

dren regardless of income, and no 
registration is required.
Canton Public Schools and the 

USDA are committed to ensuring 
equal access to this program with-
out discrimination based on race, 
color, national origin, sex, disabil-
ity, age, or previous civil rights ac-
tivity.

CPSD to offer free summer meals for children

Special to The Canton News

Meals will be served at McNeal Elementary School on a first-come, first-
served basis. Breakfast will be offered from 7 to 8 a.m., and lunch from 
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Monday through Thursday on the following dates:

June 4–5 | June 9–12 | June 16–18 | June 23–26
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“We Service What We Sell”

SHELBY SMITH’S
TV & APPLIANCES

CANTON’S APPLIANCE HEADQUARTERS

FOR 80 YEARS!

  3356 N. Liberty St. —East Side of the Square—Canton
                    Next Door to Subway—601-859-2303

Get Ready For Summer Sale

CA sixth graders have unforgettable day 
at TopGolf and Old Mountain Adventure
Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy’s sixth-grade class 
had a memorable day that didn’t 
go quite as planned—but ended up 
being even 
better than 

expected. 
The students 
were en route 
to their grad-
uation ca-
noeing trip 
at the Oka-
toma River 
when they 
received the 
unfortunate 

news that the 
trip had been 
canceled.
But there 

was no need 
for disap-

pointment 
with Mrs. 
Walker, Mrs. 
Miller, and 
Mrs. Curro 
behind the 
wheel of the 
school van. A few quick phone calls, 
and the day was swiftly reimagined 
into an exciting adventure.

The students headed to TopGolf 
in the morning, where they enjoyed 
swinging clubs and some friendly 
competition. Afterward, the group 

ventured to 
Old Moun-
tain Adven-
ture for an 

exhilarat-
ing ropes 
course.

From 
swinging 

golf clubs 
to swinging 
from trees, 
the day of-
fered plenty 
of excite-
ment as the 
sixth grad-
ers capped 
off their fi-
nal moments 
as elementa-
ry students 
with a fun-
filled day. 
Now, they 

say they are 
looking forward to swinging into 
seventh grade as they enter the next 
chapter of their academic journey.

Special to The Canton News 
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

Canton 
Discount 

has been 
the 

home 
of low 

prescription prices 
for over 40 years!

                   CANTON
DISCOUNT DRUGS

Special to The Canton News 

The City of Canton Board of Alder-
men convened for its regular meet-

ing with 
Mayor 

William 
Truly, 

Jr., M.D., 
presid-

ing. The 
agenda 
covered 

a range of 
municipal 

matters 
includ-

ing fi-
nancial authorizations, community 
reimbursements, and planning for 

future events and expenditures.
Presenters for the evening includ-

ed Andrea Ousley and Iveanna Mur-
ry. The board moved forward with 
the approval of ClaimsContractual 
Claims Docket, Exhibit “B.”
A significant item on the agenda 

was the authorization of an $850 
reimbursement to Jacqueline James 
for the rental of the Multipurpose 
Building, which was affected by 
rain. Additionally, the board dis-
cussed the continuation of disclo-
sure procedures for the City of Can-
ton, referencing the last disclosures 
completed in June 2024.
Financial planning for upcoming 

infrastructure needs was a key topic. 
The board considered a resolution 
to allocate $270,000 from the 2025 

Board of Aldermen reviews financials and upcoming events 
promissory note into a dedicated 
account for multipurpose complex 
repair and $290,000 into a separate 
account for a garbage side loader. 
Another item included approval of 
the 8038G form for the 2024-2025 
Commercial Promissory Note.
Under the consent agenda, the 

board approved a $1,000 donation 
to the Atlanta Division Cantonian 
Club Gala and supported an in-
kind donation for Exit 119 Boost-
er Club’s use of the Multipurpose 
Complex on May 29, 2025, for their 
Annual Athletic Awards Banquet.
Further approvals included:
$4,350 to James Williams for tree 

removal on Lyon Street and East 
North Street.
$175 for Attorney Kimberly 

Banks’ registration to MMA 2025 
through the Mississippi Municipal 
Attorney’s Association.
$250 to Liberty Exterminating for 

termite treatment at Fire Station #4.
The board then entered Executive 

Session to discuss personnel mat-
ters within the Police Department 
and Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment, as well as other confidential 
matters including:

 Security planning (1 matter),
 Land transactions (3 matters),
 Legal strategy and negotiations 
(3 matters).

The meeting concluded after ad-
dressing all scheduled items and ex-
ecutive matters.

S
pe

ci
al

 to
 T

he
 C

an
to

n 
N

ew
s

Mayor William Truly, Jr., M.D.


