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Special to The Canton News 

Canton Public School District 
(CPSD) Superintendent Gary Han-

nah has 
offi cially 

announced 
his res-

ignation, 
accept-

ing a new 
position 

as Chief 
of Staff 
for Mem-
phis-Shel-
by County 
Schools.

In a message to the CPSD commu-
nity, Hannah said the decision came 
after “careful consideration and 
prayer” and cited the opportunity to 
be closer to home and spend more 
time with family.
“As I refl ect on my tenure as super-

intendent of Canton Public Schools, 
I fi nd myself fi lled with a mixture 
of gratitude and nostalgia,” Hannah 
wrote. “My time here has come to a 
heartfelt conclusion, and I want to 
take a moment to express how deep-
ly I appreciate each one of you.”
Hannah’s farewell letter highlighted 

his appreciation for the CPSD staff, 
board members and the greater Can-
ton community. He acknowledged 
the district’s collective efforts in 
supporting scholars and fostering a 
nurturing educational environment.
“The memories we’ve created to-

gether - fi lled with triumphs and 
challenges - will forever 
hold a special place in 
my heart,” he wrote. 
“I will genuinely 
miss the camara-
derie, the collab-
orations and the 
laughter we’ve 
shared.”
Hannah extend-

ed his gratitude to 
the CPSD Board of 
Trustees, stakehold-
ers and families for 
their continued support 
during his tenure.
There was no immediate announce-

ment regarding interim leadership 
or the process for selecting a new 
superintendent. The Canton Public 
School District has named veteran 
educator and administrator Dwight 
J. Luckett Sr., Ed.S., as its interim 
superintendent, marking his second 

Canton Public School District announces new interim superintendent
appointment to the position.
Luckett brings more than three de-

cades of experience in public edu-
cation, including previously serving 
as the district’s full-time superinten-
dent from 2006 to 2014 and as inter-
im superintendent in 2018. Known 

for his transformative leadership, 
he helped raise student 

achievement, increase 
graduation rates, and 

improve the district’s 
academic standing 
during his earlier 
tenure.
“We are excited 

to welcome Mr. 
Luckett back to 

the Canton Public 
School District,” the 

district said in a state-
ment. “His proven track 

record and commitment to 
student success make him the 

ideal leader to guide us through this 
period of transition.”
Under his previous leadership, 

Luckett oversaw the construction of 
two new schools and a state-of-the-
art football stadium—all without the 
need for a bond referendum. He also 
helped establish pre-kindergarten 

classes and implemented a fi ve-year 
strategic plan for the district.
Beyond Canton, Luckett has served 

in multiple interim leadership roles, 
including interim superintendent for 
Kosciusko Public School District 
and interim principal of Nichols 
Middle School. Earlier in his career, 
he held key roles such as principal 
of East Side High School in Cleve-
land and assistant principal at Velma 
Jackson High School.
Luckett holds a bachelor’s degree 

from St. Edward’s University and 
both a master’s and specialist de-
gree in educational leadership from 
Delta State University. He is also a 
past president of the Mississippi As-
sociation of School Superintendents 
and currently serves on the Madison 
County Economic Development Au-
thority board, where he was chair-
man in 2018.
District offi cials said they are cofi -

dent Luckett’s return will bring sta-
bility, continuity, and renewed mo-
mentum for students, educators, and 
families alike.
“We look forward to working to-

gether as we continue elevating 
minds and empowering possibili-
ties,” the statement read.

Canton Board of Aldermen covers operations, safety and budget in July meetings
Special to The Canton News 

The City of Canton Board of Al-
dermen and Alderwomen met sever-
al times in July to address citywide 
priorities, ranging from infrastructure 
and public safety to personnel matters 
and fi nancial approvals.
The July 1 regular meeting opened 

with presentations from Jackie Ard, 
Courtney Rainey, Stan Beasley, Neel 
Shaffer and Waggoner Engineering. 
Department heads, including Police 
Chief Otha Brown, Fire Chief Ken-
na Pierce and Public Works Director 
Tony Coffer, provided updates on on-
going operations. During the meeting, 
the Board authorized the mayor or his 
designee to respond to the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service (NRCS), 
selecting the Sponsorship Agreement 

as the City’s preferred funding meth-
od for watershed plan development 
under the Watershed Protection and 
Flood Prevention Operations Pro-
gram. 
The 

Board 
also 
en-

tered 
exec-
utive 
ses-
sion 

to dis-
cuss 

two personnel matters related to job 
performance or mental health, one un-
der supervision and fi nance, and the 
other in building and zoning.

Later that same day, the Board held 
a special-called meeting. Among the 
actions taken was the approval of a 
$65.71 payment due to a Fuelman card 

mal-
func-
tion 
and 

autho-
rization 
to pur-
chase 
ten 

Mobile 
Field 
Inter-

view (MIFI) units for the Police De-
partment at a monthly cost of $369.90. 
The Board passed a resolution to 
change authorized signatories on City 

accounts and made an appointment 
for Mayor Pro-Tempore. They also 
approved municipal bond renewals 
for City offi cials and employees, au-
thorized the cleaning and marking of 
Nissan City vehicles, and designated a 
point of contact for audit coordination 
with the Department of Revenue and 
the Mississippi State Auditor’s Of-
fi ce. Additional business included ap-
proving a change of locks and codes 
for City Hall and the Mayor’s offi ce, 
granting access to specifi c City offi -
cials. The Board also considered the 
installation of speed bumps on Martin 
Luther King Drive and Adeline Street, 
and approved minutes from two pre-
vious meetings held on June 17 and 
June 23.

cont. on page 20

S
pe

ci
al

 to
 T

he
 C

an
to

n 
N

ew
s

Dwight J. Luckett Sr.



August 7, 2025 2

601.859.3939/877.727.4780�������

We can handle all your postal needs 

���

RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

BACK TO SCHOOL,
BACK TO HEALTH!

��������������������������������������������������

����
����
�����	�����������������������������������������

Hinds Community College graduates who attended the Utica Campus donate their 
time to share their college experience with rising high school seniors attending the 
Thurgood Marshall College Fund S.O.A.R. Scholar Program, a weeklong residential 
camp on the HBCU campus. Members of the alumni panel, from left, were Joseph 
Anthony of Jackson, Jereimy Wright of Utica, Zoe Griffi n of Raymond, Jaylan Blount 
of Jackson, Utica Campus Director of Training Dr. Tasha Thigpen, Mya Kennedy of 
Jackson and Ezekial Harris of Canton.

Special to The Canton News 

When Ezekiel Harris of Canton 
stepped onto the Utica Campus 
of Hinds Community College, he 
described himself as “sheltered.” 
But through the support of facul-
ty, staff and peers, Harris said he 
found the confidence to lead — 
and to shine.
Harris, a 2023 graduate of Hinds 

with an associate degree in mass 
communications, returned to the 
Utica campus this summer to speak 
to high school students attending 
the inaugural Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund S.O.A.R. (Seeking, 
Observing and Achieving Results) 
Summer Camp. During a panel 
discussion on July 16, Harris re-
flected on how the college helped 
him grow into a confident student 
leader.
“The faculty and staff helped. 

They are not just teachers and 
administrators,” Harris told the 
audience of about fifty campers. 
“You’ve got mom and dad and 
cousins — it’s a family. It shaped 
me.”
He credited his transformation 

to the strong sense of community 
in the campus residence halls and 
the encouragement he received 
to get involved. Harris was voted 
both Mr. Freshman and Mr. Utica 
during his time at Hinds.
“We motivate each other,” Harris 

said of campus life. “Living in the 
residence halls, we’re all we’ve 
got, so we supported each other.”
The S.O.A.R. Summer Camp was 

held July 13-18 and gave approx-
imately one hundred rising high 
school seniors a chance to expe-
rience life on a Historically Black 
College or University (HBCU) 
campus. The program included ex-
posure to academic programs, ca-
reer paths, financial aid guidance 
and panel discussions with Hinds 
alumni like Harris.
Other panelists included Jaylan 

Blount of Jackson, who is now 
studying psychology at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, 
and Zoe Griffin of Raymond, cur-
rently pursuing an early childhood 
education degree at Alcorn State 
University.
The event was hosted at Hinds’ 

Utica Campus, a site with deep 
historical roots as an HBCU and a 
longstanding commitment to em-
powering students academically 
and personally.
Harris’ journey from a quiet fresh-

man to a campus leader continues 
to inspire students from Canton 
and beyond.
“I love to be the center of atten-

tion now,” he said with a laugh, 
crediting his growth to the oppor-
tunities and support he found at 
Hinds.

Canton native refl ects on personal growth at Hinds S.O.A.R. Camp

Special to The Canton News 
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New leaders announced across the CPSD
Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Public School District re-
cently announced a slate of new leaders 
for the 2025-26 school year, with district 
representatives saying the appointments 
represent a renewed commitment to aca-
demic excellence, student empowerment 
and community-focused leadership. 
From returning alumni to seasoned ed-
ucators, district leaders say the new ap-
pointments bring vision, experience and 
passion to their roles.
Dr. Kyairra Thomas named princi-

pal of Canton Elementary School
Dr. Kyair-

ra Thomas 
has been 
appointed 
principal 

of Canton 
Elementa-
ry School 

(CES). 
With over 

twelve 
years of ex-
perience in 
education, 
Thomas 

has served 
as an admin-
istrator, interventionist and teacher. Most 
recently, she was the assistant principal 
at Reuben B. Myers Canton School of 
Arts and Sciences. She also served as an 
interventionist and fourth-grade teach-
er at Goodloe Elementary and began 
her career as an eighth-grade teacher at 
Whitten Middle School in Jackson and a 
lead teacher at the Capital City Alterna-
tive School.
“With a steadfast commitment to ac-

ademic excellence, student-centered 
learning, and cultivating a positive, in-
clusive school culture, I am eager to 
bring my leadership experience and pas-
sion for education to Canton Elementary 
School,” said Thomas.
A graduate of Tougaloo College, 

Thomas also holds a Master of Arts in 
Education and a Doctor of Education in 
Educational Leadership from Belhaven 
University, as well as a Specialist Degree 
in Educational Leadership from Missis-
sippi College.
She said she 

is “deeply 
grateful to be 
part of such a 
vibrant, pur-
pose-driven 
community” 
and looks 
forward to 

building 
strong part-
nerships as 
she equips 
CES schol-
ars for a 
future of 
promise and 
possibility.
April An-

derson appointed assistant principal 
at Reuben B. Myers Canton School of 

Arts and Sciences
April Anderson brings more than six-

teen years of experience in education 
to her new role as assistant principal 
at Reuben B. Myers Canton School 
of Arts and Sciences. Her previous 
roles include academic strategist, lead 
teacher, math coach, interventionist, 
testing coordinator, and MTSS coor-
dinator in various districts, including 
Canton.
“I am incredibly honored and thrilled 

to embark on my new journey as as-
sistant principal at Reuben B. Myers,” 
Anderson said. “Having spent the last 

six years as an interventionist 
within these very halls, I’ve wit-
nessed fi rsthand the dedication of 
our staff, the resilience of our stu-
dents, and the unwavering support 
of our parent community.”
Anderson holds degrees from Grin-

nell College, Mississippi College, 
Arkansas State University and Jack-
son State University.
Her lead-

ership philos-
ophy is built 
on intention-
ality and em-
powerment. 

“What we 
do most is what 
we do best,” she 
said.
Dr. Shelethia 

Manning Mc-
Gruder named 
principal of 
Nichols Middle 
School
A familiar face 

in Canton, Dr. 
Shelethia McGruder has been named 
principal of Nichols Middle 
School. She has worked in edu-
cation for more than twenty-fi ve 
years, including twenty within 
Canton Public Schools. Her roles 
have included English teacher, 
coach, assistant principal at both 
Nichols and Canton High School, 
and district-level instructional co-
ordinator.
McGruder, a graduate of Canton 

High School, is deeply invested 
in her hometown. 

“I am committed to 
helping district leaders 
achieve their goals and 
am also committed to 
serving students and as-
sisting them in academic and 
personal growth,” she said.
She holds degrees from Mis-

sissippi Valley State University, 
Nova Southeastern Universi-
ty, and multiple degrees from 
Mississippi College, including 

a doctorate in Educational Lead-
ership.
Dexter Brim joins Nichols 

Middle School as assistant prin-
cipal
Canton native Dexter Brim has 

been named assistant principal at Nichols 
Middle School, where he once walked 

the halls as a student. Brim has taught 
history for eleven years and is recognized 
for his classroom excellence, earning 

Teacher 
of the 

Year 
honors 

in 2019, 
2022 
and 

2024.
“It is 

not only 
a pro-
fession-

al mile-
stone, 

but also 
a deeply 
personal 

priv-
ilege,” said Brim. “I am proud to give 
back to the community that shaped me.”
Brim earned his bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees from Jackson State University 
and a Specialist degree from 
Arkansas State University. 
He is known for dramatically 
improving student profi cien-
cy in U.S. history and holds 
to the belief that “all students 
are capable of learning.”
Yotunga Grant named as-

sistant principal at Canton 
High School
Yotunga Grant, a 1998 grad-

uate of Canton High School 
(CHS), returns to serve as an 
assistant principal at her alma 
mater. Grant brings both 
classroom and administrative 
experience to her new role.

“I am honored to be back 
home and to have the op-

portunity 
to serve as 
one of the 

assistant 
principals of 
Canton High 

School,” 
Grant said.
She holds 

degrees 
from Touga-
loo College 

and Jackson 
State Uni-
versity and 
is committed 
to fostering a 

supportive 
learning environment where collabora-
tion and excellence thrive.
“As one of the assistant principals of 

CHS, my goal is to provide a support-
ive climate and culture that is condu-
cive to teaching and learning,” said 
Grant.
The Canton Public School District 

welcomes these new leaders with 
confi dence and excitement for the ac-
ademic year ahead. District leaders 
say their collective expertise and deep 
commitment to student achievement 
set a strong foundation for continued 
growth and success across the district.
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Five tips to get you back to school ready
By Courtney Warren

Summer � ew by. I know that’s cliche and we always say it, but here we are again preparing to return to school. Your own children or grandchildren might 
already be back in their classrooms! However, it’s never too late to do these simple tasks to ensure your school year is o�  to a great start. 

1.  Clean the backpacks.
Hunt down and clean those backpacks! I am not a fan of buying a new backpack every year, so I try to grab a high quality LL Bean backpack when they go 
on sale. You can get them embroidered with your child’s name, and they last for years to come. I hunt it down, clean it out, and send it through the washer 
before letting it air dry in the sun. You can do the same with the lunchboxes…barring that your child didn’t leave it in the garage full of last year’s lunch. 

2.  Set school year expectations.
If you’re like me and allowed your child to be a summer goblin with unlimited screens, indoor/outdoor access, and all the snacks, it’s time to reign it 
back in! Sit your child down, and have an age appropriate discussion about screen times, bed times, and morning prep, so you are all on the same page 
and ready to rock the new school year. For us, that conversation includes getting a bedtime routine established, making a fresh chore list, and having a 
discussion about no screen time during the school week. Expect tears! They’ll be just fi ne. 

3.  Find the shoes.
Where are they? Are they clean? Do they still fi t? Do we need to make a last minute order? What about the 
socks? Same questions. Do they match? Find them, and place them by the door. 

4.  Lunches.
School lunch is probably my downfall. It’s so easy to toss a bajillion prepackaged items into her lunchbox and 
call it a day, but I know I can do better. Have a conversation about what school lunches will look like. What 
about after school snacks? Set up a place for those snacks and items, so they are easy to fi nd and you’re 
not frantically searching the kitchen for some stale pretzels and Christmas napkins, praying the elementary 
teachers don’t see it and think you’ve lost your mind. Your child eats school lunch? Perfect! Find that water 
bottle, and have it ready to go for the school day. 

5.  Take a breath. 
Life is about to get busy again! The school year is a brand new chapter. Whether your child loves school or 
hates it, you can set the tone for their school day and school year. Remember, it’s never too late to start the 
morning over if someone wakes up grouchy. It’s always a good day to have a good day. 
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Robbie Webb to be inducted into
Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame
Special to The Canton News 

Robbie Webb, the longtime head golf 
coach at Canton Academy and a be-
loved fi gure in the Canton community, 
will be posthu-
mously inducted 
into the Mississip-
pi Sports Hall of 
Fame this week-
end as part of the 
class of 2025.
Webb, widely 

known among 
Mississippi golf-
ers as the “Godfa-
ther of Mississip-
pi Golf,” enjoyed 
a distinguished 
career spanning 
nearly three de-
cades coaching 
the Panthers at 
Canton Academy. 
Under his lead-
ership, the team 
claimed multi-
ple back-to-back 
state championships, and individual 
golfers broke several school records 
and earned college scholarships.
Beyond his work at Canton Academy, 

Webb served as the head golf profes-
sional at both Canton Country Club 

and Deerfi eld Country Club. He also 
coached at Madison-Ridgeland Acad-
emy and Canton High School, men-
toring hundreds of junior players who 
would go on to achieve success in col-

legiate and ama-
teur golf.

Robbie Webb’s 
legacy is further 
defi ned by nu-
merous honors 
during his life-
time. He was a 

multiple-time 
recipient of the 
PGA Gulf States 
Professional of 
the Year award 
and Gulf States 
PGA Junior Golf 
Leader Award. 
Webb was induct-
ed into the Gulf 
States PGA Hall 
of Fame in 1998 

and is celebrated 
by the Mississippi 

Golf Association through the annual 
“Robbie Webb Award,” created in 2000 
in his honor.
Offi cials at Canton Academy voiced 

pride in his inclusion among the 2025 
inductees.

Special to The Canton News 

Robbie Webb

Special to The Canton News 

Canton High School has an-
nounced the hiring of Dameon 
Brown as its new head football 
coach for the 2025–2026 school 
year, bringing a 
new era of dis-
cipline and de-
termination to a 
team that narrow-
ly missed a deep-
er playoff run last 
season.
Brown, a Can-

ton native, returns 
home after serving 
fi ve years as head 
coach at Callaway 
High School and 
three years as an 
assistant coach 
at Callaway. His 
coaching career 
also includes two 
years as head 
coach at Powell 
Middle School.
“Canton Public School District 

is proud to announce Mr. Dame-
on Brown as its new Canton High 
School Head Football Coach,” said 
Melissa Word, CPSD athletic direc-
tor.

Last season, the Tigers fell just one 
point short in the second round of 
the playoffs. Brown plans to build 
on that momentum by implementing 
his unique coaching style and putting 
a strong emphasis on strength and 

conditioning—
particularly in the 
weight room.
Players say they 

are energized by 
the new structure 
and discipline 
Brown has already 
introduced to the 
program.
The Tigers will 

open their season 
on the road against 
longtime rival Vel-
ma Jackson High 
School on Aug. 
29. The match-
up is expected to 
draw signifi cant 
local attention, as 
both teams look to 
set the tone early 

in the 2025 season.
“We’re excited for what’s ahead,” 

Word said. “Coach Brown’s leader-
ship, work ethic, and connection to 
the community are already making a 
difference.”

Dameon Brown named head 
football coach at Canton High

Special to The Canton News 

Dameon Brown
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Chancellor Cynthia Brewer honored for helping open doors to women in the legal profession
Special to The Canton News 

Chancellor Cynthia L. Brewer of 
Madison was honored on July 10 for 
her exemplary work and service as 
a role model for women in the legal 
profession.
The Women in the Profession Sec-

tion of the Mississippi Bar selected 
Judge Brewer as the 2025 recipient of 
the Susie Blue Buchanan Award. The 
award was presented on July 10 at the 
Price-Prather Luncheon during the 
Mississippi Bar Convention in Des-
tin, Fla. The annual award honors an 
outstanding woman lawyer who has 
achieved professional excellence and 
has actively paved the way to success 
for other women lawyers.
Judge Brewer told the room full of 

lawyers and judges, “Thank you very 
much for this recognition and this 
honor. Each and every one of you 
have had an effect upon me....You 
have inspired me to be better than I 
thought that I could ever be.” 
She recalled watching every episode 

of Perry Mason as a child. She want-
ed to be a criminal defense lawyer de-
fending the innocent, as the character 
portrayed, but became a prosecutor 
in her early career. She was drawn 
to further public service as a judicial 
special master, County Court judge 
and Chancellor. She encouraged law-
yers in the audience to seek out op-
portunities to serve as special masters, 
and as judges.
“I didn’t plan on being who stands 

before you today. I planned on be-
ing Perry Mason – with a skirt – and 
nice handbags,” she said, prompting 
laughter.
Referring to the list of 26 former 

Susie Blue Buchanan Award honor-
ees on the awards luncheon program, 
Judge Brewer said, “I would like to 
say thank you to the people that you 
see on the back of your programs, 
especially the ones that I’ve had an 
opportunity to serve with.” She said 
of Lt. Gov. Evelyn Gandy, former 
Mississippi College School of Law 
Professor Carol West and former Mis-
sissippi Court of Appeals Judge Mary 
Libby Payne, “when they walked out 
with their law degree, they were not 
welcomed. We have [been] welcome, 
for the most part. I got called ‘little 
girl’ recently, but that’s another story. 
We are welcomed in the courtroom....
These ladies fought hard to improve 

the legal system, as well to improve 
females in the profession; and I say 
thank you to each and every one of 
them.”
She recalled an old picture of herself, 

Lt. Gov. Gandy and former Mississip-
pi College School of Law Dean Patri-
cia Bennett from a time when there 
were few women lawyers working in 
Hinds County. They made a differ-
ence.  
“I say to each of you, stay. Make a 

difference. Think about what is our 
goal - and that is to improve or open 
the door for improvement, whatever 
way you can.” 
She has served for many years as a 

visiting instructor at the National Ju-
dicial College in Reno. 
“It has been my privilege and hon-

or to serve as a judge, to inspire one 
another, to take newly elected and/
or appointed judges from all over our 
nation and be a part of their profes-
sional lives.” A few of the Mississippi 
judges who she mentored were in the 
audience.
Former Mississippi Bar President 

Jennifer Ingram Johnson, the lun-
cheon speaker, recalled appearing 
before Judge Brewer in Chancery 
Court as a young litigator, “and I was 
scared to death....And Judge Brew-
er welcomed me into her court, not 
only with her words, but just by her 
presence, her openness and her bright 
light.”
Johnson, of Hattiesburg, wore for-

mer Lt. Gov. Gandy’s pearls at the 
luncheon. The fi rst woman statewide 
offi ceholder was her mentor and cher-
ished friend. Gandy was the fi fth re-
cipient of the Susie Blue Buchanan 
Award. Johnson held up a copy of the 
pale pink luncheon awards program. 
“These are the trailblazers. These are 
the women who have paved this path 
for each and every one of us to be here 
and to be able to be leaders in our pro-
fession. Judge Brewer, you are very 
well suited to be added to the list of 
Susie Blue Buchanan Award winners 
today.”
Susie Blue Buchanan of Brandon 

became the fi rst woman lawyer qual-
ifi ed to practice before the Missis-
sippi Supreme Court in 1916. The 
Price-Prather Luncheon, now in its 
27th year, is named for the state’s 
fi rst woman judge, Washington Coun-
ty Court Judge Zelma Wells Price of 

Greenville, and the fi rst Mississippi 
woman chancellor, Supreme Court 
Justice and Chief Justice, Lenore Lov-
ing Prather of Columbus. Chief Jus-
tice Prather received the Susie Blue 
Buchanan Award in 2005. 
Judge Brewer is senior chancellor 

of the 11th Chancery Court, hearing 
cases in Madison and Leake counties. 
She became a chancellor in January 
2007.  She served twice as chair of the 
Conference of Chancery Court Judg-
es, having been elected by her col-
leagues. She is a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Mississippi Judi-
cial College. She served on the Com-
mission on Judicial Performance as 
the alternate Chancery Court member. 
She previously served for four years as 
Madison County Court Judge, where 
her duties also included part of the 
docket for the Madison County Youth 
Court. She also previously served as 
a special master in Chancery Court, 
and as a Municipal, County and Youth 
Court prosecutor in Hinds County.  
Judge Brewer earned her undergrad-

uate degree from the University of 
South Alabama, and her Juris Doctor 
from Mississippi College School of 
Law. She previously served as an ad-
junct professor at Mississippi College 
School of Law.
The number of women in the legal 

profession has increased dramatically 
since Judge Brewer graduated from 
Mississippi College School of Law 

in 1985. Men outnumbered women 
graduates at MC Law by more than 
two to one in 1985; there were 67 
male law school graduates and 30 fe-
male graduates that year at MC Law.
During the past fi ve years, ratios of 

women to men entering Mississippi’s 
two law schools have fl uctuated.
At the University of Mississippi 

School of Law, women outnumbered 
men among fi rst-year law students in 
three of the past fi ve years. The 2024 
fall class of fi rst-year law students in-
cluded 91 women and 72 men. The 
2021 entering class was 95 women 
and 86 men. The largest male class in 
the past fi ve years was in 2022, with 
98 men and 79 women fi rst-year law 
students at the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law.
At Mississippi College School of 

Law, fi rst-year law students included 
76 men and 64 women in fall 2024. 
Men outnumbered women fi rst-year 
law students three of the past fi ve 
years; 2021 enrollment was 82 wom-
en and 58 men starting law school, 
and 2023 fi rst-year law students were 
evenly divided at 65 women and 65 
men.
Of the 8,824 active members of the 

Mississippi Bar, 2,865 are women, 
according to data from January 2025, 
the most recent numbers available. Of 
those women lawyers, 2,191practice 
in Mississippi and 674 practice out of 
state.

Chancellor Cynthia Brewer, at left, is pictured with former Mississippi Bar President 
Jennifer Ingram Johnson at the Susie Blue Buchanan Award presentation on July 10 
during the Mississippi Bar Convention.

Special to The Canton News 
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Chancellor Cynthia Brewer honored for helping open doors to women in the legal profession
Special to The Canton News 

Chancellor Cynthia L. Brewer of 
Madison was honored on July 10 for 
her exemplary work and service as 
a role model for women in the legal 
profession.
The Women in the Profession Sec-

tion of the Mississippi Bar selected 
Judge Brewer as the 2025 recipient of 
the Susie Blue Buchanan Award. The 
award was presented on July 10 at the 
Price-Prather Luncheon during the 
Mississippi Bar Convention in Des-
tin, Fla. The annual award honors an 
outstanding woman lawyer who has 
achieved professional excellence and 
has actively paved the way to success 
for other women lawyers.
Judge Brewer told the room full of 

lawyers and judges, “Thank you very 
much for this recognition and this 
honor. Each and every one of you 
have had an effect upon me....You 
have inspired me to be better than I 
thought that I could ever be.” 
She recalled watching every episode 

of Perry Mason as a child. She want-
ed to be a criminal defense lawyer de-
fending the innocent, as the character 
portrayed, but became a prosecutor 
in her early career. She was drawn 
to further public service as a judicial 
special master, County Court judge 
and Chancellor. She encouraged law-
yers in the audience to seek out op-
portunities to serve as special masters, 
and as judges.
“I didn’t plan on being who stands 

before you today. I planned on be-
ing Perry Mason – with a skirt – and 
nice handbags,” she said, prompting 
laughter.
Referring to the list of 26 former 

Susie Blue Buchanan Award honor-
ees on the awards luncheon program, 
Judge Brewer said, “I would like to 
say thank you to the people that you 
see on the back of your programs, 
especially the ones that I’ve had an 
opportunity to serve with.” She said 
of Lt. Gov. Evelyn Gandy, former 
Mississippi College School of Law 
Professor Carol West and former Mis-
sissippi Court of Appeals Judge Mary 
Libby Payne, “when they walked out 
with their law degree, they were not 
welcomed. We have [been] welcome, 
for the most part. I got called ‘little 
girl’ recently, but that’s another story. 
We are welcomed in the courtroom....
These ladies fought hard to improve 

the legal system, as well to improve 
females in the profession; and I say 
thank you to each and every one of 
them.”
She recalled an old picture of herself, 

Lt. Gov. Gandy and former Mississip-
pi College School of Law Dean Patri-
cia Bennett from a time when there 
were few women lawyers working in 
Hinds County. They made a differ-
ence.  
“I say to each of you, stay. Make a 

difference. Think about what is our 
goal - and that is to improve or open 
the door for improvement, whatever 
way you can.” 
She has served for many years as a 

visiting instructor at the National Ju-
dicial College in Reno. 
“It has been my privilege and hon-

or to serve as a judge, to inspire one 
another, to take newly elected and/
or appointed judges from all over our 
nation and be a part of their profes-
sional lives.” A few of the Mississippi 
judges who she mentored were in the 
audience.
Former Mississippi Bar President 

Jennifer Ingram Johnson, the lun-
cheon speaker, recalled appearing 
before Judge Brewer in Chancery 
Court as a young litigator, “and I was 
scared to death....And Judge Brew-
er welcomed me into her court, not 
only with her words, but just by her 
presence, her openness and her bright 
light.”
Johnson, of Hattiesburg, wore for-

mer Lt. Gov. Gandy’s pearls at the 
luncheon. The fi rst woman statewide 
offi ceholder was her mentor and cher-
ished friend. Gandy was the fi fth re-
cipient of the Susie Blue Buchanan 
Award. Johnson held up a copy of the 
pale pink luncheon awards program. 
“These are the trailblazers. These are 
the women who have paved this path 
for each and every one of us to be here 
and to be able to be leaders in our pro-
fession. Judge Brewer, you are very 
well suited to be added to the list of 
Susie Blue Buchanan Award winners 
today.”
Susie Blue Buchanan of Brandon 

became the fi rst woman lawyer qual-
ifi ed to practice before the Missis-
sippi Supreme Court in 1916. The 
Price-Prather Luncheon, now in its 
27th year, is named for the state’s 
fi rst woman judge, Washington Coun-
ty Court Judge Zelma Wells Price of 

Greenville, and the fi rst Mississippi 
woman chancellor, Supreme Court 
Justice and Chief Justice, Lenore Lov-
ing Prather of Columbus. Chief Jus-
tice Prather received the Susie Blue 
Buchanan Award in 2005. 
Judge Brewer is senior chancellor 

of the 11th Chancery Court, hearing 
cases in Madison and Leake counties. 
She became a chancellor in January 
2007.  She served twice as chair of the 
Conference of Chancery Court Judg-
es, having been elected by her col-
leagues. She is a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Mississippi Judi-
cial College. She served on the Com-
mission on Judicial Performance as 
the alternate Chancery Court member. 
She previously served for four years as 
Madison County Court Judge, where 
her duties also included part of the 
docket for the Madison County Youth 
Court. She also previously served as 
a special master in Chancery Court, 
and as a Municipal, County and Youth 
Court prosecutor in Hinds County.  
Judge Brewer earned her undergrad-

uate degree from the University of 
South Alabama, and her Juris Doctor 
from Mississippi College School of 
Law. She previously served as an ad-
junct professor at Mississippi College 
School of Law.
The number of women in the legal 

profession has increased dramatically 
since Judge Brewer graduated from 
Mississippi College School of Law 

in 1985. Men outnumbered women 
graduates at MC Law by more than 
two to one in 1985; there were 67 
male law school graduates and 30 fe-
male graduates that year at MC Law.
During the past fi ve years, ratios of 

women to men entering Mississippi’s 
two law schools have fl uctuated.
At the University of Mississippi 

School of Law, women outnumbered 
men among fi rst-year law students in 
three of the past fi ve years. The 2024 
fall class of fi rst-year law students in-
cluded 91 women and 72 men. The 
2021 entering class was 95 women 
and 86 men. The largest male class in 
the past fi ve years was in 2022, with 
98 men and 79 women fi rst-year law 
students at the University of Missis-
sippi School of Law.
At Mississippi College School of 

Law, fi rst-year law students included 
76 men and 64 women in fall 2024. 
Men outnumbered women fi rst-year 
law students three of the past fi ve 
years; 2021 enrollment was 82 wom-
en and 58 men starting law school, 
and 2023 fi rst-year law students were 
evenly divided at 65 women and 65 
men.
Of the 8,824 active members of the 

Mississippi Bar, 2,865 are women, 
according to data from January 2025, 
the most recent numbers available. Of 
those women lawyers, 2,191practice 
in Mississippi and 674 practice out of 
state.

Chancellor Cynthia Brewer, at left, is pictured with former Mississippi Bar President 
Jennifer Ingram Johnson at the Susie Blue Buchanan Award presentation on July 10 
during the Mississippi Bar Convention.
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Lending that works for YOU
• Fast, local decisions
• Competitive rates
• 100% in-house servicing
• Trusted Mississippi lender

Financing for automobiles, boats, ATVs, home repairs, mortgages, and more!

Yazoo City | Flora | Flowood | Crossgates   BANKOFYAZOO.COM

Loans are subject to credit approval.

Scan to 
explore your 
loan options

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy teachers re-
cently took part in a school-wide 
professional development session 
Monday led by Seth Redmond of 
Bob Jones University Press.
BJU Press is the Christian educa-

tional publisher behind the curric-

ulum used across the school. The 
curriculum emphasizes a biblical 
worldview through its textbooks 
and instructional materials.
School officials said the curricu-

lum supports the school’s mission 
to “nurture hearts and challenge 
minds in a Christ-centered envi-
ronment.”

Teachers Participate in Staff Development 
with Bob Jones Press Representative

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Elementary School staff re-
turned for the fi rst day of the 2025–
2026 school year energized and uni-
fi ed, marking the start of the new 
academic year with the theme “Inte-
grate, Innovate, and Inspire.”
The day also included a generous 

donation made in memory of the late 
Dr. Christopher Bennett, a Canton 
native and founder of Healthy Smiles 
in Gulfport. His wife, Dr. Kinyatta 
Bennett, donated book bags for CES 
students, which were delivered by 
his mother, Ms. Linda Bennett.
School staff described the day as a 

strong start to a bright school year.

Canton Elementary Staff Kicks Off School 
Year with Energy and Generosity for 2025-26

Special to The Canton News 
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Yes, you can have fun on a budget!
Article sponsored by Veritas Federal Credit 
Union

C.U. Smarter: A fi nancial educa-
tion focus of Veritas Federal Credit 
Union, located at 276A Nissan Park-
way in Canton
Living on a budget doesn’t mean 

life has to be all spreadsheets and 
sacrifi ce. In fact, a little planning can 
help you keep your wallet and your 
social calen-
dar happy.
 At Veri-

tas FCU, we 
believe fi -
nancial well-
ness includes 
room for fun. 
You deserve 
it—and with a few smart moves, you 
can enjoy life without derailing your 
goals.

Build a “Fun Budget”
First things fi rst: give yourself per-

mission to play. Set aside a specifi c 
portion of your budget for entertain-
ment and leisure. Knowing exactly 
what you can spend makes fun guilt-
free. No more Monday morning re-
grets.

Discover Affordable Adventures
Look around—your community 

is probably bursting with free or 
low-cost things to do. Local parks, 
community events, festivals, out-

door concerts and game nights with 
friends are just a few ways to have a 
blast without breaking the bank.

Snag Those Discounts
From student deals to app-based 

coupons and cashback offers, there 
are plenty of ways to save. A little 
research before you head out can 
lead to big wins (and more money 
for your next adventure).

Budget-Savvy Fun Tips
•  Set a month-
ly fun budget
•  Explore free 
or low-cost 
local events
•  Use stu-
dent or young 
adult dis-
counts

•  Host budget-friendly gather-
ings—think potlucks or movie 
nights

•  Be mindful of impulse spending 
(we see you, late-night online 
shoppers!)

Remember: Fun and fi nancial health 
aren’t mutually exclusive. With a lit-
tle creativity and planning, you can 
have a vibrant social life while keep-
ing your fi nancial goals on track.
So go ahead—budget smart, live 

well, and make those memories.
Learn more or connect with us at 

veritasfcu.org or 855-663-8328 (yes, 
you can text us too!)
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ADVERTISE HERE!

CLAY MANSELL |  THE CANTON NEWS
claymansel l@thecantonnews.com |  601-397-4442

Grace Episcopal Church
161 East Peace Street, Canton, MS 39046

601-859-2680
Services – Sunday Morning

9:00 Morning Prayer (Zoom)
10:00 Holy Eucharist

Wednesday – 10:00 – Holy Eucharist

All are welcome!

Weekly Worship 

Sunday School
 9am

Worship
 10am

All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at

First Presbyterian Church
202 East Peace Street Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

HARVEST OF HOPE Pre s en t s

S un da y  S c h oo l
10AM

S un da y  C hu r c h
11AM

T u e s d ay  N i g h t  B i b l e  S tu dy
6:30PM

30091 South Liberty Street, Canton, MS | www.harvestofhopems.com

S un da y  S c h oo l

PASTOR ALLEN
10AM

30091 South Liberty Street, Canton, MS | www.harvestofhopems.com30091 South Liberty Street, Canton, MS | www.harvestofhopems.com30091 South Liberty Street, Canton, MS | www.harvestofhopems.com30091 South Liberty Street, Canton, MS | www.harvestofhopems.com

PASTOR ALLEN

CHRISTIAN CENTERCHRISTIAN CENTER

Places of WorshipPlaces of Worship

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

As students return to school or en-
ter college this fall, Mississippians 
are encouraged to consider how their 
insurance and preparation needs may 
evolve.
“We’re in the midst of hurricane 

season now, so get kids involved in 
building their own emergency kit,” 
said Mississippi Insurance Commis-
sioner Mike Chaney. “Make sure to 
include your child’s medication and 
supplies in your go-bag. For school-
aged children, update school records 
and discuss emergency contact num-
bers with them. If your child is home 
alone after school hours, make sure 
they know how and when to dial 
911, how to evacuate your home, and 
where to meet in case of an emergen-
cy.”
Families with teenage and college 

drivers are advised to review their 
current deductibles to ensure they are 
affordable in the event of a claim. On 
older vehicles, consider lowering or 
eliminating the physical damage de-
ductible, unless required by the bank.
Parents and guardians can also con-

trol student auto premiums, in some 
cases, with accident forgiveness, and 
students may also qualify for a good 
student discount on auto insurance.

For college students planning to 
live off-campus, Chaney advises that 
looking into renters’ insurance is cru-
cial. If the student will share a rental 

property with one or more unrelated 
roommates, they should each buy 
their own individual renter’s policy.
Whether living on or off-campus, 

Families encouraged to review insurance as new school year resumes 
documenting students’ valu-
ables is important. Students are 
advised to create an inventory 
of expensive items like laptops, 
tablets and phones, which will 
make fi ling an insurance claim 
easier if these items are stolen, 
lost or damaged. Mississippians 
can download the NAIC Home 
Inventory app at content.naic.
org/consumer/home-inventory.
Before a child heads off to 

college, parents and guard-
ians should provide them with 
copies of all of their insurance 
cards for any medical needs, as 
well as discuss the distinction 
between in-network and out-
of-network health providers 
and locate a nearby hospital or 
clinic close to campus, in case 
they require medical attention.
College students are partic-

ularly vulnerable to identity 
theft, due to the abundance of 
personal information and the 
casual way it is often handled. 
Identity theft insurance can 
cover the expenses of reclaim-

ing fi nancial identity, including 
the costs of copying documents, 

mailing paperwork, lost wages from 
taking time off work, and hiring legal 
assistance.
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$21+ 15,000+ 200+
Building our present, investing in our future.

www.NissanManufacturing.com

Visit a zero-guilt treat stop. Find a spot in town that
offers a refreshing, healthier summer treat. Smoothie
spots, fruit cups, or low-cal frozen yogurt options are
all fair game - OR eat a giant ice cream cone and feel
zero guilt! It’s summer, after all!

THE CANTON NEWS 3904639046

SCAVENGER HUNTSCAVENGER HUNT

Discover 9 handmade items from
local artisans.

Visit Canton Tourism, downtown
boutiques, or weekend pop-ups to find
nine different handcrafted items—
everything from pottery to paintings
to soap counts!Unleash your inner

explorer!

Stop by 6 well-known landmarks
in Canton.

COMPLETE 4 ACTS OFKINDNESS IN THE COMMUNITY.
Spread joy in Canton— write anote of encouragement andleave it for someone, donate to aLittle Free Library, or surprise aneighbor with flowers. Be sureto document each act.

3 Find 3 murals or historical

markers in Canton.

FROM movie set memories to
civil

rights history, Canto
n’s walls and

plaques tell powerfu
l stories.

Snap a photo at three different

sites that celebrate t
he city’s

heritage.

Explore Canton in a whole new way with a zip-code-inspired
challenge! The Canton News’ citywide scavenger hunt is
based on the numbers of Canton’s own zip code: 39046.

Designed to help locals rediscover the charm of their hometown
while supporting small businesses and enjoying family-friendly
activities, the 39046 scavenger hunt is now officially underway.

Participants are invited to use each digit of the zip code as a
clue to complete five specific challenges across town. The

hunt is open to all ages and can be completed at participants’
own pace between now and Sept. 1.

Those who complete all five challenges and submit
their entry will be entered to win a Canton prize
pack, including local gift cards and Canton swag.

9

0 Visit a zero-guilt treat shop. 4

6
Visit six notable locations that represent
the city’s past and present. Possibilities

include the Madison County Courthouse, the
Canton Multicultural Center, the Depot,
and the city’s historic square. Be sure to

take a picture at each.

How to Enter
Submit your completed scavenger hunt proof
in one of the following ways by Sept. 1:

• Email your photo evidence to
news@CantonNews.net

• Tag @TheCantonNews and use
#39046Hunt on Instagram or

Facebook

• Message all of your photos at
once to our Facebook page

• The winners will be announced
in the September edition of The

Canton News.

d

Discover 9 handmade items from
local artisans.

Visit Canton Tourism, downtown
boutiques, or weekend pop-ups to find
nine different handcrafted it
everything from pottery to p
to soap counts!Unleash your

explorer!

9

Visit a zero-guilt treat stop. Find a spot in town that
offers a refreshing, healthier summer treat. Smoothie
spots, fruit cups, or low-cal frozen yogurt options are
all fair game - OR eat a giant ice cream cone and fee
zero guilt! It’s summer, after all!

0 Visit a zero-guilt treat shop.
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Stop by 6 well-known landmarks
in Canton.6

Visit six notable locations that represent
the city’s past and present. Possibilities

include the Madison County Courthouse, the
Canton Multicultural Center, the Depot,
and the city’s historic square. Be sure to

take a picture at each.
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601.859.1307 | 800.844.3369 | CantonTourism.com

WE INVITE
60 years of the Canton Flea Market 

Arts & Crafts Show

you to Dine, Stay and Shop locally in Canton

Celebrate
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The Center of Mississippi’s Movie-Making Industry:
30 Years since A Time To Kill was filmed in Canton.

25 Years since O Brother Where Art Thou 
was filmed in Canton.

A N D

expansion & improvements
coming fall 2025!

109 movietown dr
canton, ms 39046

THETHETHE
LANDINGLANDING
A T  M O V I E T O W NA T  M O V I E T O W N

PA
RK ·

STAY · UNWIND

www.landingatmovietown.com

· Formerly known as movietown rv park ·
Short & Long Term RV Sites Available!

RK ·
STAY · UN

canton, ms 39046

By Guest Columnist Rochelle Thompson

The Heart 2 Heart Women’s Minis-
try recently announced its inaugural 
Uni-Tea. The theme of event is “One 
Heart, One Mind, One Spirit... United 
in Christ, Steeped in Love.” the public 
is invited to join the event on Satur-
day, August 16, from 3 to 5 p.m. at the 
Multipurpose Building of Priestley 
Chapel, located at 177 Virlilia Road 

in Canton. The planning committee is 
working to ensure that all ladies and 
young girls are treated like royalty. 
Attendees are encouraged to dress 
in your best hat or fascinator, as the 
afternoon promises to be fi lled with 
fashion, fun, and faith. This event is 
open to the public. Tickets are priced 
at $10 for women and $5 for youth. 
For ticket information, text 601-540-
4859.

Uni-Tea planned for August 16

Special to The Canton News 

Seated left to right are Jackie O’Quinn and First Lady Carolyn McCallum. Standing left 
to right: Kizzy Smalls, Bonita Fisher, Yotunga Grant, Rochelle Thompson and Neshay 
Jackson



August 7, 2025 12

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

COME SEE US!COME SEE US!COME SEE US!
Sportsman 

Condos

Deer Supplies

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 
WATERMELON”

“It all started with a

ON THE TABLE
By Courtney Warren 

The moment the doors of the Barnes and Noble opened, I was there and waiting for The Enchant-
ed Greenhouse by Sarah Best Durst. One of my favorite books of all time is her book The Spellshop, 
which I have written about previously. This new creation transports readers to a snowy island with 
an enchanted greenhouse and a main character who must fi gure out how to keep the plants alive. 
She’s fueled by honey cake and new-found friends, which led me to want to bake my own cake. The 
cake is tender, subtly sweet, and perfect with a cup of tea — preferably while reading under a shady 
tree or in a greenhouse of your own.

INGREDIENTS

ENCHANTED HONEY CAKE

1 ½ cups all-purpose fl our
1 tsp baking soda

½ tsp salt
1 ½ tsp ground cinnamon

½ tsp ground ginger
½ tsp ground nutmeg

½ cup neutral oil (like canola or sunfl ower)
¾ cup honey

½ cup brown sugar
2 large eggs

½ cup brewed black tea (cooled)
1 tsp vanilla extract

PREPARATION
1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease a 9-inch loaf pan or 8x8-inch 
square pan and line with parchment paper.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together the fl our, baking soda, salt 
and spices.
3. In a large bowl, whisk together the oil, honey, brown sugar, 
eggs, tea and vanilla until smooth.
4. Gradually add the dry ingredients to the wet, stirring until just 
combined. Do not overmix.
5. Pour the batter into the prepared pan, and smooth the top.
6. Bake for 40–45 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out clean.
7. Let cool in the pan for 10 minutes, then transfer to a wire rack 
to cool completely.

Yields one 9-inch loaf or an 8x8-inch cake
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Check out our ads at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

and on Facebook at Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

COKE

BEAT THE HEAT

COKE

COKE

%
APY*5

276A NISSAN PKWY
CANTON, MS

855-663-8328

HIGH-YIELD 
CHECKING

U.S. history state test removed as 
high school graduation requirement
Special to The Canton News 

The Mississippi State Board of 
Education (SBE) recently voted to 
eliminate the administration and 
graduation requirement of the U.S. 
history statewide 
assessment be-
ginning in the 
2025-26 school 
year. All stu-
dents will still 
be required to 
take and pass 
the high school 
U.S. history 
course to qual-
ify for gradua-
tion.
 State assess-

ments in alge-
bra I, biology and 
English language 
arts will continue to be 
administered and remain 
a graduation requirement. The U.S. 
history assessment was the only 
one not required by state nor feder-
al law. The SBE’s actions included 
updating Board policies and ac-
countability standards to reflect the 
elimination of the assessment.
 “Though the U.S. history state-

wide assessment will be eliminat-
ed starting next school year, it’s 
important to emphasize that stu-
dents will still learn U.S. history 
and will be required to successfully 

complete the course to grad-
uate,” said Dr. Lance Evans, 
state superintendent of edu-

cation. “Having fewer state 
tests required to graduate 

should be less tax-
ing on educa-

tors, students 
and families 
alike.”
 The Com-

mission on 
School Ac-

creditation vot-
ed to propose 

eliminating the 
U.S. history as-

sessment in April. 
The SBE voted 

to accept the proposal for public 
comment during its regular month-
ly meeting in April. The proposal 
cleared the Administrative Proce-
dures Act process with public com-
ments. The public comment peri-
od was open from April 17, 2025, 
through 5 p.m. May 19, 2025.
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Special to The Canton News 

Amelia Rose Cook, a recent graduate 
of Canton Academy and the daughter 
of Dr. Jay and Kristi Cook, recent-
ly competed in the Miss Mississippi 
Teen Volunteer pageant, marking a 
milestone in a journey that began with 
overcoming childhood stage fright.
Cook, who grew up in a musical 

family, said performing wasn’t al-
ways easy. 
“When I was a little girl, I had ex-

treme stage fright,” she said. “Grow-
ing up in a musical family, that obvi-
ously didn’t mix.”
Years of anxiety made singing in 

public a daunting task — until her 
brother, Jameson, stepped in. 
“He learned that if I kept my eyes 

on him and if he kept his eyes on me, 
I could do it,” she said. But singing 
solo was another hurdle.
Three years ago, Canton Academy 

was searching for someone to sing 
the national anthem at home games. 
Joey Butler, a local police offi cer who 
worked the press box at the school, 
encouraged Cook to volunteer. At 
fi rst, Cook declined repeatedly.
“He fi nally convinced me, telling 

me I wouldn’t be seen by people 
and that I could be alone in the press 
box,” she said. “When it came time to 
singing it for the fi rst time, I looked 
at Mr. Joey and asked him to stay. He 

stood behind me the entire time. My 
stage fright was gone.”
Since then, Cook has performed the 

national anthem around 200 times 
before crowds of all sizes. Her grow-
ing confi dence led her to the Miss 
Mississippi Teen Volunteer stage — 
where she faced her biggest audience 
yet.
“Yes, I was comfortable singing,” 

she said. “But, then again, I had nev-
er sung anything other than worship 
music and the national anthem. I 
prayed for hours before I competed 
and walked off with nothing but joy. 
I cried for about fi ve minutes back-
stage, just because of how proud I 
was of how far I’ve come.”
Cook chose “Somewhere Over the 

Rainbow” for her performance. 
“It reminds us that there’s always 

hope, dreams really do come true, 
and there is ALWAYS somewhere 
over the rainbow,” she said.
In addition to the talent portion, 

Cook refl ected on the confi dence 
she gained through the pageant’s fi t-
ness phase — a segment she initially 
feared most.
“I wasn’t scared anymore to show 

my body on stage, I was excited,” 
Cook said. “But that didn’t come 
from me alone: it came from the Vol-
unteer System. They make you feel 
like you’re one in a million every 

CA graduate shines in Miss Mississippi Teen Volunteer Pageant

single second of every single day.”
She also credited The Barre, a local 

fi tness studio, and owner Erin Tate 
with helping her feel strong and sup-
ported. 
“Not only do they get you fi t, but 

they form personal relationships 
with you,” she said. “Without these 
people, I wouldn’t be half the person 

I am today and would not have the 
confi dence to walk on that stage.”
Cook said the pageant experience 

was transformative and that she is 
fi lled with gratitude. 
“Little Amelia would think people 

were CRAZY if they told her she can 
now sing anything anywhere at any 
time,” she said.

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

Dr. Pamela Self, executive director of 
special programs for the Canton Public 
School District, is preparing to roll out 
new initiatives across the three depart-
ments she oversees: Federal Programs, 
Child Nutrition and Exceptional Ser-
vices.
In a recent meeting with her team, 

Self led strategic planning discussions 
focused on strengthening services and 
better addressing the varied needs of 
students and stakeholders in the up-
coming school year, according to dis-
trict offi cials.
The meeting included collaborative 

brainstorming aimed at improving the 
delivery and effectiveness of each de-
partment’s offerings. Self emphasized 

the importance of tailoring programs 
to support both academic outcomes 
and overall student well-being.
“The goal is to design services that are 

responsive, inclusive and student-cen-
tered,” Self said during the meeting, 
according to a statement from the dis-
trict.
The three departments under Self’s 

direction play key roles in the district: 
Federal Programs coordinates funding 
and compliance efforts; Child Nutri-
tion ensures access to healthy meals; 
and Exceptional Services provides 
specialized instruction and support for 
students with disabilities.
Canton Public School District offi -

cials said more detailed plans will be 
released as the school year approaches.

Self introduces new initiatives for special 
programs in Canton School District
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Known for its rich cinematic history, 
Canton is proudly spotlighting its title 
as the “Film Capital of Mississippi.” 
Canton Tourism invites visitors to 
explore its renowned Film Museums, 
offering a behind-the-scenes look at 
the iconic productions and sets that 
helped put the city on the Hollywood 
map.
From A Time to Kill to O Brother, 

Where Art Thou?, Canton’s pictur-
esque square and surrounding loca-
tions have served as the backdrop for 
numerous major motion pictures. The 
Film Museums house memorabilia, 
photographs, and interactive displays 
celebrating the town’s contribution to 

the fi lm industry.
“Canton’s fi lm history is something 

truly special,” said a Canton Tourism 
spokesperson. “We love sharing these 
stories and spaces with guests from 
around the country.”
Visitors can book guided tours by 

calling Canton Tourism at 601-859-
1307. For a more fl exible experience, 
a self-guided walking Movie Tour is 
also available for download on the or-
ganization’s website at www.canton-
tourism.com.
Tourism offi cials encourage fi lm lov-

ers and history buffs alike to step into 
the spotlight and experience fi rsthand 
the cinematic charm that continues to 
defi ne Canton’s legacy on the screen.

Canton showcases cinematic legacy as 
Mississippi’s Film Capital

Special to The Canton News 

August 7, 2025 15

Special to The Canton News 

Amelia Rose Cook, a recent graduate 
of Canton Academy and the daughter 
of Dr. Jay and Kristi Cook, recent-
ly competed in the Miss Mississippi 
Teen Volunteer pageant, marking a 
milestone in a journey that began with 
overcoming childhood stage fright.
Cook, who grew up in a musical 

family, said performing wasn’t al-
ways easy. 
“When I was a little girl, I had ex-

treme stage fright,” she said. “Grow-
ing up in a musical family, that obvi-
ously didn’t mix.”
Years of anxiety made singing in 

public a daunting task — until her 
brother, Jameson, stepped in. 
“He learned that if I kept my eyes 

on him and if he kept his eyes on me, on him and if he kept his eyes on me, on him and if he kept
I could do it,” she said. But singing 
solo was another hurdle.
Three years ago, Canton Academy 

was searching for someone to sing 
the national anthem at home games. 
Joey Butler, a local police offi cer who 
worked the press box at the school, 
encouraged Cook to volunteer. At 
fi rst, Cook declined repeatedly.
“He fi nally convinced me, telling 

me I wouldn’t be seen by people 
and that I could be alone in the press 
box,” she said. “When it came time to 
singing it for the fi rst time, I looked 
at Mr. Joey and asked him to stay. He 

stood behind me the entire time. My 
stage fright was gone.”
Since then, Cook has performed the 

national anthem around 200 times 
before crowds of all sizes. Her grow-
ing confi dence led her to the Miss 
Mississippi Teen Volunteer stage — 
where she faced her biggest audience 
yet.
“Yes, I was comfortable singing,” 

she said. “But, then again, I had nev-
er sung anything other than worship 
music and the national anthem. I 
prayed for hours before I competed 
and walked off with nothing but joy. 
I cried for about fi ve minutes back-
stage, just because of how proud I 
was of how far I’ve come.”
Cook chose “Somewhere Over the 

Rainbow” for her performance. 
“It reminds us that there’s always 

hope, dreams really do come true, 
and there is ALWAYS somewhere 
over the rainbow,” she said.
In addition to the talent portion, 

Cook refl ected on the confi dence 
she gained through the pageant’s fi t-
ness phase — a segment she initially 
feared most.
“I wasn’t scared anymore to show 

my body on stage, I was excited,” 
Cook said. “But that didn’t come 
from me alone: it came from the Vol-
unteer System. They make you feel 
like you’re one in a million every 
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single second of every single day.”
She also credited The Barre, a local 

fi tness studio, and owner Erin Tate 
with helping her feel strong and sup-
ported. 
“Not only do they get you fi t, but 

they form personal relationships 
with you,” she said. “Without these 
people, I wouldn’t be half the person 

I am today and would not have the 
confi dence to walk on that stage.”
Cook said the pageant experience 

was transformative and that she is 
fi lled with gratitude. 
“Little Amelia would think people 

were CRAZY if they told her she can 
now sing anything anywhere at any 
time,” she said.
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Dr. Pamela Self, executive director of 
special programs for the Canton Public 
School District, is preparing to roll out 
new initiatives across the three depart-
ments she oversees: Federal Programs, 
Child Nutrition and Exceptional Ser-
vices.
In a recent meeting with her team, 

Self led strategic planning discussions 
focused on strengthening services and 
better addressing the varied needs of 
students and stakeholders in the up-
coming school year, according to dis-
trict offi cials.
The meeting included collaborative 

brainstorming aimed at improving the 
delivery and effectiveness of each de-
partment’s offerings. Self emphasized 

the importance of tailoring programs 
to support both academic outcomes 
and overall student well-being.
“The goal is to design services that are 

responsive, inclusive and student-cen-
tered,” Self said during the meeting, 
according to a statement from the dis-
trict.
The three departments under Self’s 

direction play key roles in the district: 
Federal Programs coordinates funding 
and compliance efforts; Child Nutri-
tion ensures access to healthy meals; 
and Exceptional Services provides 
specialized instruction and support for 
students with disabilities.
Canton Public School District offi -

cials said more detailed plans will be 
released as the school year approaches.
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Known for its rich cinematic history, 
Canton is proudly spotlighting its title 
as the “Film Capital of Mississippi.” 
Canton Tourism invites visitors to 
explore its renowned Film Museums, 
offering a behind-the-scenes look at 
the iconic productions and sets that 
helped put the city on the Hollywood 
map.
From A Time to Kill to A Time to Kill to A Time to Kill O Brother, 

Where Art Thou?, Canton’s pictur-
esque square and surrounding loca-
tions have served as the backdrop for 
numerous major motion pictures. The 
Film Museums house memorabilia, 
photographs, and interactive displays 
celebrating the town’s contribution to 

the fi lm industry.
“Canton’s fi lm history is something 

truly special,” said a Canton Tourism 
spokesperson. “We love sharing these 
stories and spaces with guests from 
around the country.”
Visitors can book guided tours by 

calling Canton Tourism at 601-859-
1307. For a more fl exible experience, 
a self-guided walking Movie Tour is 
also available for download on the or-
ganization’s website at www.canton-
tourism.com.
Tourism offi cials encourage fi lm lov-

ers and history buffs alike to step into 
the spotlight and experience fi rsthand 
the cinematic charm that continues to 
defi ne Canton’s legacy on the screen.
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At 90 years old, Mother Mollie Ross 
is not just marking time — she’s de-
claring purpose. In a personal essay 
titled “I’m 90 — and I’m Glad to Be 
Alive!”, Ross refl ects on the spiritual 
convictions and Biblical promises she 
says have sustained her across gener-
ations of family and faith.
“If you want to live long, you’ve got 

to obey God,” she writes, citing scrip-
tures and personal revelations that 
form what she calls her “Covenant 
of Long Life, Obedience, and Bless-
ing.” Her testimony, a mix of encour-
agement and exhortation, emphasizes 
God’s faithfulness and the power of 
speaking life through words.
Ross draws heavily from biblical ex-

amples, comparing her own journey 
to that of Sarah and Abraham. 
“If you claim Abraham’s blessing, 

will you claim his years, too?” she re-
calls the Holy Spirit asking her. Her 
answer: a resounding yes. 
Quoting Genesis, Psalms, and Prov-

erbs, she asserts that long life is not 
only possible but promised to those 
who live by faith.
Her message also critiques modern 

church culture. 
“Too many church folks today are 

confused,” Ross laments, urging uni-
ty and love over division. “This fi ght 

ain’t about jealousy, hate or church 
hurt. It’s about souls.”
The matriarch, who raised sons and 

daughters as a single mother, says her 
family is her daily testimony. 
“My children, grandchildren, niec-

es, nephews and spiritual children 
remember me and visit me,” she 
writes. “I am here to share in and see 
the blessing and favor of God in their 

At 90, Cantonian credits faith for long life and unshakable joy

lives in my old age! I am not alone.”
In June 2025, loved ones from across 

the country gathered to celebrate her 
90th birthday — a moment she de-
scribes as “joy unspeakable.” She 
credits her longevity not just to faith, 
but to the spoken word: “No matter 
what it looks like, speak life. Only 
speak life.”
Ross closes her refl ection with a 

promise she intends to keep: “I shall 
live. I shall not die. I will fi nish the 
number of my days by God’s grace 
in strength, in peace, in health, and in 
the blessing and favor of the Lord.”
Her voice—fi rm, faithful, and fi lled 

with gratitude—resounds as both tes-
timony and call to action for gener-
ations behind her: choose life, speak 
life and live it fully.

Special to The Canton News 
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At 90 years old, Mother Mollie Ross 
is not just marking time — she’s de-
claring purpose. In a personal essay 
titled “I’m 90 — and I’m Glad to Be 
Alive!”, Ross refl ects on the spiritual 
convictions and Biblical promises she 
says have sustained her across gener-
ations of family and faith.
“If you want to live long, you’ve got 

to obey God,” she writes, citing scrip-
tures and personal revelations that 
form what she calls her “Covenant 
of Long Life, Obedience, and Bless-
ing.” Her testimony, a mix of encour-
agement and exhortation, emphasizes 
God’s faithfulness and the power of 
speaking life through words.
Ross draws heavily from biblical ex-

amples, comparing her own journey 
to that of Sarah and Abraham. 
“If you claim Abraham’s blessing, 

will you claim his years, too?” she re-
calls the Holy Spirit asking her. Her 
answer: a resounding yes. 
Quoting Genesis, Psalms, and Prov-

erbs, she asserts that long life is not 
only possible but promised to those 
who live by faith.
Her message also critiques modern 

church culture. 
“Too many church folks today are 

confused,” Ross laments, urging uni-
ty and love over division. “This fi ght 

ain’t about jealousy, hate or church 
hurt. It’s about souls.”
The matriarch, who raised sons and 

daughters as a single mother, says her 
family is her daily testimony. 
“My children, grandchildren, niec-

es, nephews and spiritual children 
remember me and visit me,” she 
writes. “I am here to share in and see 
the blessing and favor of God in their 

At 90, Cantonian credits faith for long life and unshakable joy

lives in my old age! I am not alone.”
In June 2025, loved ones from across 

the country gathered to celebrate her 
90th birthday — a moment she de-
scribes as “joy unspeakable.” She 
credits her longevity not just to faith, 
but to the spoken word: “No matter 
what it looks like, speak life. Only 
speak life.”
Ross closes her refl ection with a 

promise she intends to keep: “I shall 
live. I shall not die. I will fi nish the 
number of my days by God’s grace 
in strength, in peace, in health, and in 
the blessing and favor of the Lord.”
Her voice—fi rm, faithful, and fi lled 

with gratitude—resounds as both tes-
timony and call to action for gener-
ations behind her: choose life, speak 
life and live it fully.

Special to The Canton News 

Mollie Ross



August 7, 2025 17

MOVIETOWN SELF STORAGE IS NOW

STORAGEMAX CANTON!

MOVIETOWN SELF STORAGE IS NOW
STORAGEMAX CANTON!

(601) 859-7990
SMCAN@STOMAX.COM

109 MOVIETOWN DRIVE CANTON, MS 39046
WWW.STOMAX.COM

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY!CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY!
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FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE 
ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND ADMISSION AND 

PARKING PARKING PARKING PARKING PARKING PARKING PARKING PARKING PARKING 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community Festival
Annual Annual Annual 

Community FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity FestivalCommunity Festival

At BankPlus, every decision we make is driven 

by community. We’ve done it that way for 

over 100 years. Learn more at  bankplus.net.

Our greatest
investment.

Our roots. Our home.

© Copyright 2025 BankPlus.
Member FDIC.

By Guest Columnist Rochelle Thompson

The Canton Community Health 
Network Advisors (CHAN) recently 
attended the 5th Annual CHAN Re-
treat on Wednesday, June 4 at Sher-
aton Refuge Conference Center in 
Flowood. The retreat was held in col-
laboration with the Mississippi State 
Department of Health Empowering 
Communities for a Healthy Missis-
sippi Conference. The Canton CHAN 
is dedicated to supporting, promoting, 
and connecting community members 
to enhance individual, family, and 

community health. Volunteers orga-
nize events aimed at reducing chron-
ic disease risk factors, such as high 
blood pressure, unhealthy diets, phys-
ical inactivity, and smoking. CHAN 
is a health initiative supported by 
the Mississippi State Department of 
Health, and they are currently seeking 
volunteers to join their efforts. This 
committed group of health advocates 
meets at the Canton Library on the 
third Monday of each month from 
noon to 1 p.m.. To volunteer, reach 
out to Doris Gillium, the president of 
CHAN, at 601-260-3192.

Canton’s 5th Annual CHAN Retreat

Special to The Canton News 

Pictured (l to r) are front row - Beverly Plummer, Doris Gillum Theresa Kelly Reed, 
Gwen Love; back row - Curtis Day, Rochelle Thompson, Pearl Wales Peyton, Tony 
Powell, Pauline Wales, James Sims.
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CHILL YOUR BILL

Change air �lters. Air �lters on some air conditioning 
units require monthly cleaning or replacing. 

Set your thermostat to the highest comfortable temperature. 
The smaller the di�erence between the inside and outside 
temperatures, the lower your energy usage and bill will be. 

Buy a programmable thermostat. A programmable 
thermostat can help manage costs, is controllable, 
and can help monitor usage. 

Use fans to cool o�. Ceiling fans, box fans and oscillating 
fans use very little electricity to circulate the air. Make sure 
ceiling fans are rotating in the right direction – counter-clockwise 
during summer – to push cooler air down into the room. Be sure 
to turn all fans o� in unused rooms.  

Close blinds, shades and curtains to keep the sun out and the 
cool air in. Also, close air conditioning vents in rooms that are 
not in use. 

Seal cracks and holes around doors, windows and ductwork. 
Weather stripping and caulk will help keep the cold air in and 
the hot air out. 

By Guest Columnist Rochelle Thompson

The Canton Community Health 
Network Advisors (CHAN) support, 
promote, and link community mem-
bers to improve individual, family, 
and community health. Volunteers 
organize events that help reduce 
chronic disease risk factors like high 
blood pressure, unhealthy diet, phys-
ical inactivity, and smoking. The 

CHAN is a health initiative support-
ed by the Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health. The Canton CHAN 
is seeking volunteers. This dedicated 
group of health advocates meet at the 
Canton Library on the third Monday 
of each month from 12 pm to 1 pm. 
If you are interested in volunteering, 
please get in touch with Doris Gil-
lium, the president of the CHAN, at 
601-260-3192.

CHAN seeking volunteers

Special to The Canton News 

Seated from left to right: Doris Gillum, Paulette Wales, Pearl Wales Peyton, Beverly 
Plummer; standing: Theresa Kelly Reed, Sylvia Hunter, Jeraline Sims, James Sims, 
Sarah Steele, Rochelle Thompson, and Carle Norton
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High-Tech Tools. Hometown Service.
At PriorityOne Bank, we believe progress should never come at the cost
of personal connection. That’s why we invest in the latest technology; to
make banking faster, safer, and more convenient; while staying grounded
in the service and relationships that have defined us since 1905.

www.priorityonebank.com

“We Service What We Sell”

SHELBY SMITH’S
TV & APPLIANCES

CANTON’S APPLIANCE HEADQUARTERS

FOR 80 YEARS!

  3356 N. Liberty St. —East Side of the Square—Canton
                    Next Door to Subway—601-859-2303

Get Ready For Summer Sale

Special to The Canton News 

Maggie Carsyn Pace, a student 
at Canton Academy, was recently 
crowned Miss Teen Madison County.
Pace, the daughter of Wesley and 

Lauren Pace, is completing her tenth-
grade year and is a member of the 

school’s varsity cheerleading squad. 
She is also active in community ser-
vice projects throughout the metro 
area.
She will go on to represent Madi-

son County in the state competition, 
scheduled for November in Vicks-
burg.

Canton student crowned Miss Teen Madison County

Special to The Canton News
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift!
New customers only

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

Canton 
Discount 

has been 
the 

home 
of low 

prescription prices 
for over 40 years!

                   CANTON
DISCOUNT DRUGS

At the regular meeting on July 15, 
the Board approved a payment of 
$1,782.64 to address stormwater 
drainage issues at 302 West Peace 
Street. Favorable notice was giv-
en to the Canton Garden Club for a 
city beautifi cation initiative. Wag-
goner Engineering was authorized 
to conduct a transportation study in 
coordination with the Delta Region-
al Authority. The Board approved 
hiring Joann Garrett as a temporary 
employee to support the City Clerk’s 
offi ce during an upcoming municipal 
league conference. Several fi nan-
cial items were addressed, including 
a $27,893.75 payment to Pinnacle 
Construction for the South Madi-
son Street project and $31,500 to 

replace City Hall’s front doors with 
ADA-compliant glass entrances. The 
Board approved a $3,625 annual soft-
ware support agreement with Delta 
Computer Systems and authorized 
advertising for engineering services 
to support landfi ll expansion. Ap-
proval was also given to purchase a 
camera system for garbage trucks at 
a cost of $378 and to authorize travel 
for a City representative to attend a 
conference in Biloxi.
The Board concluded the July 15 

meeting with an executive session to 
discuss ten personnel matters across 
departments, including fi nance, fi re, 
police, and parks and recreation. 
Two litigation items were also con-
sidered. 

cont. from front page

Canton

Special to The Canton News 

Priestley Chapel MB Church recently 
honored the Canton High School Bas-
ketball Team for winning the 5A State 
Championship. Pastor Robert McCal-
lum poured into the young men with 
uplifting words and expressed how 
proud the church is of the team, coach-

es, and all those who “supported them 
on this amazing journey. Their dedica-
tion, teamwork, and perseverance have 
inspired our entire community.” After 
the service, there was a small celebra-
tory reception in the Fellowship Hall 
for the team, in addition Pastor McCal-
lum awarded them a victory dinner at 
their favorite restaurant.  

CHS ball team honored by Priestly Chapel

Special to The Canton News 


