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Don’t let the flu stop you!
Call for an appointment  

or walkins welcome.

CPSD earns C
Special to The Canton News

The Canton Public School District has earned a C-rating for the 2023-2024 school year from the Mississippi 
Department of Education’s accountability system. According to Superintendent Gary Hannah, “We are 
proud to remain successful for three years in a row. All of our elementary schools earned A and B ratings. 
While we lost some momentum in our middle and high schools, we are working diligently to regain their 
B-ratings. Our dedicated teachers, students, and administrators are persevering as we continue to work 
hard to achieve our goals as we strive for excellence.”

DISTRICT  -C  (557)

REUBEN B. MYERS CSAS  -A  (490)

CANTON ELEMENTARY  -A  (471)

GOODLOE ELEMENTARY  -B  (387)

McNEAL ELEMENTARY  -B  (379)

CANTON HIGH/CNGA  -C  (588)

HUEY PORTER MIDDLE  -C  (330)

NICHOLS MIDDLE  -F  (242)
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601.859.3939/877.727.4780

8:30-12:30 Sat

�������

We can handle all your postal needs 
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

 

Servicing Madison County
For Over 50+ Years!

October Breast Cancer Awareness
Shop with us for best selection!

$5.99
gallon

Fall Merchandise 
arriving DAILY!

Football season calls for simple but delicious apps
The Canton News 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year – football season! While 
some would say that sentiment is reserved for the holidays that 
fall closer to the end of the calendar year, most Southerners 
would agree that football season is indeed something special 
down South – especially on Saturdays. This appetizers can be 
made in a very short time and takes FIVE ingredients or less, 
including the crackers you’ll serve  it with! Whip it up, set it out, 
and go enjoy some gridiron competition!

Ranch Cheese Ball

1. Thoroughly blend cream cheese and ranch dressing mix.
2. Place blended cream cheese mixture on a large piece of plastic 
wrap.
3. Wrap up cheese mixture in the plastic wrap, and shape into ball.
4. Open up plastic wrap, and coat entire ball with generous portions 
of black pepper and Cavender’s.
5. Chill and serve with crackers.

Preparation:

Ingredients:
1 pkg cream cheese, softened

1 pkg ranch dressing mix

Cavender’s Greek Seasoning

Black pepper

Party crackers
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Welcome
Back To

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.

School
By Courtney Warren

Thank you cards are a pain. Texting is 
literally so easy, and you can fire one 
off without a thought…and yet, I can 
almost feel my grandmother’s glare. If 
you listen closely…one might even be 
able to hear her disappointed sigh. 
As my hand cramps this week, I am 

reminded how amazing it is to have 
people. There is a song called “You 
gotta find your people,” and it’s one 
that I’ve really enjoyed - and one I’ve 
thought of a lot recently. 
September was a full month for me 

when it comes to emotions. There was 
excitement, heartbreak, travel and cel-
ebrations. I turned 35 this month – an 
exciting milestone that I had the joy of 
celebrating with my family at the Mis-
sissippi Book Festival. 
My day started with my nieces sing-

ing happy birthday to me (loudly and 
slightly off key) before I was given 
VIP passes to the festival by a wonder-
ful friend. I was so blessed to be sur-
rounded by fellow readers and writers 
– my people. 
Then, I had the honor of traveling 

to our nation’s capital to be celebrat-
ed, along with eleven other incredible 
educators, as one of the Herzog Foun-
dation’s National Christian Teachers 
of the Year. This was easily a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. The travel was 
exhausting – we had to arrive at the 
airport at 4 a.m., and yet my people did 
so without complaint. They showed up 
for me. 
During the banquet, as I looked 

around my table, I had to take a second 
and talk to God: “Lord, thank you for 
my people. Thank you for blessing me 
with people who see me.” 
I was seen. I was loved. I was sup-

ported and told over and over that 
I mattered and that I’d made them 
proud. And sometimes, that’s really all 
we need, isn’t it? For someone to see 
us, the good and the bad, and love us 
anyway. For someone to see us and, no 

matter what mistake, no matter what 
victory, they never walk away. They 
are committed to walking through life 
with us. 
Our people. 
The lyrics to the song that I love most 

include, “You got to find your people, 
The ones that make you feel whole, 
That won’t leave your side when you 
lose control, The ones that don’t let 
you lose your soul.” It’s one thing to 
say you love someone. It’s another to 
show up for them. To see them. To be 
their people. 
It’s so easy to lose ourselves in the 

labels that people place on us – why 
is it that the labels that always seem to 
stick the hardest come from the people 
who have no business placing them in 

Letter from the editor: Find your people

the first place? Do they truly know our 
hearts? Are those people the ones that 
we want beside us when we have our 
failures? Are they our anchors? Our 
safety nets? Our lighthouses? Why is 
it that the people who are the first ones 
to turn the lights off are the ones whose 
opinions we hear? 
We can’t listen to them. 
They aren’t our people. 
Our people show up. Our people pick 

up the phone. Our people will take the 
4 a.m. flight. Our people will write the 
thank you card. Our people will stand be-
side us and have the tough conversations 
and stand for us in the crowd. Our people 
are worth more than a text message.
We’ve got to find our people. Because 

through our people, we find ourselves. 

Photo by Laura Stevens

Courtney Warren and Lindsay Pecou at the Herzog National Christian Teacher of the 
Year awards in Washington D.C.

Special to The Canton News 

Every year, Nissan Canton members 
work together to pledge their support 
for the annual United Way campaign. 
Nikki McCelleis, President and CEO 

of United Way of the Capital Area 
sent this heartfelt note to the Nissan 
team: “Thank you, Nissan Canton, 
for your continued and unwavering 
support of United Way of the Capital 
Area. Your commitment to making a 
difference in our community is truly 
inspiring, and we deeply appreciate 
your partnership in helping improve 
lives and create lasting change. To-
gether, we are United In Purpose.”
According to their website, Unit-

ed Way brings people together to 
build strong, equitable communities 

where everyone can thrive. As one of 
the world’s largest privately funded 
charities, United Way  servse 95 per-

Canton’s Nissan thanked by United Way
cent of U.S. communities 
and 37 countries and terri-
tories -- making life better 
for 48 million people every 
year. Through United Way, 
communities tackle tough 
challenges and work with 
private, public, and non-
profit partners to boost ed-
ucation, economic mobility, 
and health resources.
United Way is the mission 

of choice for 1.5 million 
volunteers, 6.8 million do-
nors, and 45,000 corporate 
partners in more than 1,100 

communities worldwide. In 
their second century of service, they 
are building resilient, equitable com-
munities across the globe. 

Special to The Canton News 
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601-859-3433WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM

HighSpeed
Internet
with 
no contracts!!

Get Connected with

Provided by

NO
CREDIT
CHECK

NO
CONTRACT

NO
DATA
LIMITS
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

By Guest Columnist Mary Jane Boutwell

I was in the lobby at tourism and 
saw a lady looking at the informa-
tion about places to visit. I walked 
over to speak, thinking she was 
an out-of-state visitor, and I asked 
where she lives. Camden. My re-
sponse was a usual, “I was born in 
Camden.” 
When she asked my name, I re-

sponded by including my maiden 
name.
She said she went to school in 

Camden with two sour boys. 
When I told her the names of my 
two oldest brothers, she said they 
were the ones. 
My family moved from Camden 

to Canton in 1943. This happened 
in 2024. 
My second older brother started 

school at Camden. As far back as 
I can remember, he was mad, be-
cause they started their students 
as preschoolers. This added a year 
to the standard twelve years. The 
preschool start was the same age 
as the regular first grade. This way, 
the school made an entire year of 
income per student. 
I started in Canton at five. I 

was seventeen when I graduat-
ed in May1960. I started college 
in June and was a second semes-

ter freshman 
when I turned 
eighteen. My 
brother was 
still mad. 
None of this 

happened be-
cause I was 
smart. I just 
passed.
Back in the 

day when Doug 
Allen was su-

perintendent 
of the Canton 
separate school 
district, school 
always started 
the day after 
Labor Day. All 
the preliminary 
work - enroll-
ing, etc. - was 
done the week 
before, so stu-
dents walked 
into the classroom ready to go. 
Watching the women’s basket-

ball Olympic team and the WNBA 
games brought to mind sever-
al family stories from the early 
1900s. One of my daddy’s sisters 
played basketball. I was told that 
she was good. One of the best sto-
ries is about one of my mother’s 

Remember When: Making connections and basketball limitations

sisters. She played basketball, 
but was not allowed to be on the 
high school team.She would have 
played wearing bloomers. My 
granddaddy said no. 
“No daughter of mine is going to 

appear in bloomers.” 
For the youngsters, bloomers 

were worn under dresses as long 
as underwear. They had elastic at 
the waist and ankle.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mary Jane 
Boutwell is a passionate histori-
an and is thrilled to share stories 
about “way back when.”

Special to The Canton News 
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Remember When: Making connections and basketball limitations
By Courtney Warren

As autumn leaves begin to fall and 
the nights grow longer, there’s noth-
ing quite like curling up with a book 
that embraces the spirit of the season. 
Whether you’re in the mood for a 
spine-tingling thriller, a light-hearted 
romp with a spooky twist, or a heart-
felt tale that weaves together romance 
and the supernatural, this fall has a 
fantastic selection of books that cater 
to all tastes. Here are three must-reads 
to add to your fall reading list.
Cackle by Rachel Harrison
I was surprised when I found that 

Cakcle was Harrison’s debut, but she 
has now become an 
“auto buy” author for 
me. This book took me 
by surprise because of 
the fresh take it has on 
friends, relationships, 
and a little magic. 
The story centers on 

Annie, a young woman 
grappling with her re-
cent breakup and seek-
ing a new start in the 
small, eerie town of Cape 
May. There, she meets 
the enigmatic Sophie, 
a local who is charming 
yet cloaked in mystery. As 
their friendship deepens, Annie un-

covers secrets about Sophie’s magical 
past and the dark history of the town.
Annie and Sophie have a chem-

istry that immediately gripped 
me, because it wasn’t a friendship 
that could truly make sense or be 
completely trusted. As odd as it 
may be, the book was both uplifting 
and unsettling, as Harrison spun a 
light-hearted and spooky tale. 
The Sundown Motel by Simone 

St. James
For those craving a chilling mystery, 

look no further than The Sundown 
Motel by Simone St. James. This sto-
ry literally kept me awake—I was so 

scared! It reminded me of 
the late nights of elementary 
school where I’d hide under 
the covers to finish a Goose-
bumps book. This novel 
alternates between the per-
spectives of two women: 
Viv, who in 1982 takes a 
job at a mysterious mo-
tel in upstate New York, 
and her niece, Carly, who 
in the present day is de-
termined to uncover the 
truth about her aunt’s dis-
appearance and the dark 
secrets of the Sundown 

Motel.
I love this book because the setting 

itself was a character.  A once-thriv-

On the shelf: Fun and frightening books to cozy up with this fall
ing motel that harbors dark memories 

plays a pivotal 
role in the nar-
rative and im-
mediately drew 
me in. I can 
still picture the 
creepy swim-
ming pool and 
empty parking 
lot. As Carly 
delves deeper 
into the 

mo-
tel’s 
past, 
she 

confronts 
ghostly apparitions and 
long-buried secrets, all 
while piecing together 
the mystery of what hap-
pened to Viv.
If you want something 

that is really going to 
make you a scaredy 
cat, this is the book. 
The novel expertly 
explores themes of mem-
ory, family ties, and the shadows 
that linger long after the lights go out. 
This haunting tale is sure to keep you 
on the edge of your seat, making it an 
ideal read for those dark fall nights.
The Dead Romantics by Ashley 

Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

Medicare doesn’t pay for dental care.1

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover 
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase 
individual insurance.

Early detection can prevent small 
problems from becoming expensive ones.
The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive 
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year. 

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.2

Treatment is expensive — especially the 
services people over 50 often need.
Unexpected bills, like $190 for a filling, or $1,213 for a crown3

can be a real burden, especially if you’re on a fixed income.

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-866-825-0344
Dental50Plus.health/Clinton

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To fi nd a network provider, 
go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not available in CO, LA, NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar 
offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; NY: 
P154NY; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
6247-0324

DENTAL Insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2024. 2 “Aging changes in teeth and gums”, medlineplus.gov, 4/17/2022. 3 American 
Dental Association, Health Policy Institute, 2020 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2020, American Dental Association.

When you’re 
comparing plans ...

 Look for coverage that 
helps pay for major services. 

 Look for coverage 
with no deductibles.  

 Shop for coverage 
with no annual maximum 
on cash benefits. 

Simply put — without 
dental insurance, there 
may be an important 
gap in your healthcare 
coverage.

Poston
The Dead Romantics is next on my 

life after reading so many great re-
views. According to the publisher, 
Poston delivers a heartwarming nar-
rative that proves love can transcend 
even the boundaries of life and death. 
The protagonist, Florence, is a ghost-
writer for a popular romance novelist 
who has lost her belief in love after 
a family tragedy. When she returns to 
her hometown to bury her estranged 
father, she finds herself haunted—

not just by memories, but by the 
charming ghost of her 

father’s best friend, 
who has unfinished 

business.
As the leaves change 

and the air turns crisp, 
these three books offer a 

delightful mix of fun and 
spooky narratives to enjoy 

during this magical sea-
son. Whether you’re drawn 

to the enchanting tale of 
friendship in Cackle, the ee-

rie mystery of The Sundown 
Motel, or the heartfelt ro-

mance of The Dead Romantics, 
there’s something for everyone 

to enjoy. So, grab your favorite cozy 
blanket, a warm drink, and get ready 
to laugh or be spooked! Happy read-
ing!

Your Trusted
Foundation
Repair Expert
Since 1933

Offer valid from 9/1/2024 to 1/1/2026. Only valid to new customers. $250 savings valid 
on projects $2,999 or more. Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Offer is non-transferable, has no cash value and cannot be applied to previous purchases. 
Void where prohibited by law. Terms of offer are subject to change.

Schedule Your Free Evaluation!

(855) 274-4234

Payment Plans
as Low as $125/mo

FREE Home
Evaluations

Industry-Leading
Warranty Options

Patented
Technology

Limited Time Offer

Up to $250off
Foundation Repair

Water
Management

Basement
Wall Recovery

Crawl Space
Recovery

Concrete
Lifting

Foundation
Repair

Basement
Waterproofing

Our Services:

4.9 Rating -
3,000+Verified Reviews

4.8 Rating -
1,978+Verified Reviews

We help
families live
better.
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It’s your community.

Special to the Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

In 2023, more than 1,600 Mississip-
pians used the Life Insurance Policy 
Locator Tool to find more than $46 
million in lost policy benefits. The 
Locator is a free tool, maintained by 
the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC). It has helped 
more than 4,400 Mississippi consum-
ers claim more than $99 million in 
benefits since its inception in Novem-
ber 2016.
“The policy locator requests are 

free and confidential,” said Insurance 
Commissioner Mike Chaney. “Any 
matches found are reported to insur-
ance companies, and the companies 
then contact beneficiaries. The locator 
helps us to meet our goal of protecting 

consumers.”
Life insurance policies are designed 

to pay money to the “named benefi-
ciaries” when the insured individual 
dies. The beneficiaries can be one or 
more individuals - or even an orga-
nization. In most cases, policies are 
purchased by the person whose life 
is insured, but life insurance policies 
can be taken out by spouses or anyone 
who can prove they have an insurable 
interest in the person. There are many 
different types of life insurance poli-
cies. Those who are interested in pur-
chasing life insurance are encouraged 
to talk to an insurance agent about 
their options.
To use the Life Insurance Policy 

Locator, visit https://eapps.naic.org/
life-policy-locator/#/welcome.

Millions of dollars in lost life insurance

Special to The Canton News 

The Madison County Community 
Trust, philanthropic arm of the Madi-
son County Business League & Foun-
dation, was proud to present the Can-
ton Public Schools Career Center with 
a check for Virtual Reality headsets 

provided by MCBL&F member Lo-
baki.
These headsets allow students the 

ability to experience career explora-
tion virtually, and are equipped with 
training simulations for certain career 
choices.

Madison Community Trust presents to CCC

Special to The Canton News 

Pictured left to right are Barney Daly, Community Bank of MS; Michael Ellis, Canton 
Career Center Director; Kevin Loud, Lobaki CEO; Vinny Jordan, Lobaki Director of 
Development; Jan Collins, MCBLF Executive Director.
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

COME TOUR TODAY!
CANTON

1421 A-East Peace Street
(601) 855-5760

www.madisoncountynursinghome.com/assisted-living

OPEN HOUSES EACH MONTH
AT SEASONS ASSISTED LIVING!

Experience Carefree living!
Make it the next chapter

in your story.

Special to The Canton News 

With election season right around 
the corner, many are learning more 
about the importance of voting. Can-
ton High School students recently 
participated in a Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority voter registration drive. To 
register in Mississippi you must: Be 
a citizen of the United States; have 
lived in Mississippi and in your coun-

ty (and city, if applicable) 30 days 
before Election Day; be 18 years old 
by the time of the general election 
in which you want to vote; have not 
been convicted of voter fraud or any 
other disenfranchising crime (or, if 
you have been convicted, you must 
have had your rights restored); not 
have been declared mentally incom-
petent by a court.

CHS students register to vote

Special to The Canton News 
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314 Soldiers Colony Rd., Canton, MS 39046
www.stowawayms.com

601-391-4120

Come See Us 
or Rent Online!

25%
OFF ALL UNITS

CANTON LOCATION

(for limited time only)

BankPlus Student Checking offers the freedom 

to bank wherever the future leads – even if 

there’s not a BankPlus office. No matter how far 

away you move from home or a BankPlus 

branch you will have access to great benefits. 

Learn more at bankplus.net.

High School to 
Grad School
Student Checking moves with you

© Copyright 2024 BankPlus.
Member FDIC.

By Courtney Warren

Nissan of Canton recently joined the 
future leaders in STEM for the Missis-
sippi Science Fest, hosted by the Mis-
sissippi Children’s Museum.
This annual event invites over five 

hundred students, families and educa-

tors to explore STEM industries, or-
ganizations and innovation happening 
across the state.
Canton team members helped show-

case automotive technology, like the 
brand-new, all-electric ARIYA, to cu-
rious students and families alike at the 
Nissan booth. 

Nissan pairs with museum

Special to The Canton News 



October 3, 2024 9

“it all started 
with a watermelon”
“it all started 
with a watermelon”
Kylie Melons is back open and excited to see you!

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

COME SEE US!

Deer Attractants Feeders

Special to The Canton News 

Jakayla Diamond of Canton has 
been selected as one of the 2024-25 
Homecoming Court Maids for Hinds 
Community College. Pictured left to 
right are Raymond Campus Sopho-
more Maid Destiny Young of Ray-
mond, Nursing Allied Health Soph-
omore Maid Lynette McDonald of 
Carson, Vicksburg-Warren Campus 
Sophomore Maid Amariah Hill of 
Vicksburg, Utica Campus Sopho-
more Maid Kyra Williams of Jack-
son, Raymond Campus Sophomore 
Maid Jamiya Sharp of Kosciusko, 
Raymond Campus Sophomore Maid 
Denver Jackson of Jackson, Rankin 

Campus Sophomore Maid Kamy 
Johnson of Brandon, Utica Campus 
Freshman Maid Jakayla Diamond 
of Canton, Rankin Campus Fresh-
man Maid Brianna Seaney of Mor-
ton, Vicksburg-Warren Campus Maid 
Alexis Edgemon of Baton Rouge, 
Raymond Campus Maid Kedilyn 
Griffin of Memphis, Raymond Cam-
pus Freshman Maid Kenya Qualls 
of Vicksburg, Jackson Campus 
Freshman Maid Mildriana Roberts 
of Jackson and Raymond Campus 
Freshman Maid Je’Lasia Badon of 
Tylertown. The Homecoming queen 
will be named on October 24 as part 
of the homecoming game with Pearl 
River Community College.

Diamond selected as hoco maid

Special to The Canton News 
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Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

Re-Elect

LACY
Leroy

ELECTION COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 5 • MADISON COUNTY

Vote For Accountability

Vote November 5th!

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Career Center student Ka’mia Anthony.

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Career Center students re-
cently participated in the Historical-
ly Black College or University Week 

pennant contest. The winner was 
Ka’mia Anthony. Honorable men-
tions were Javeyon Carter, Damion 
Harris and Jamarian Worthy.

Anthony wins pennant contest
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601.859.1307 | 800.844.3369 | CantonTourism.com

DINE

10.10.24

CANTON
FLEA MARKET

Coming Soon-
MISSISSIPPI TRADITIONS IN OUR OWN

CANTOn.

RICH HISTORY
BOLD FUTURE.

,

November 29 2024-December 1, 2024
Closed - December 2, 2024 - December 5, 2024

Christmas Festival Reopens - December 6, 2024 - December 23, 2024

Once again, Canton brings Christmas memories to life. The city of lights sparkles this 

holiday season with a towering 4 story LED Christmas tree. Enjoy Holiday rides on the 

historic Canton Square and be mesmerized by the new signature light display, Nemo!  Come 

visit  Mrs. Claus and her band of Characters and bask in the spirit of holiday tradition. 

Shop, dine or curl up for the night during Canton’s Christmas Festival November through 

December 2024.  Make your Christmas memories happily ever after in Canton.

18TH ANNUAL “SIP ‘N CIDER”!
COMING SOON

Canton Sports Schedule
     

COACH:  CALVIN  BOLTON

CANTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Oct. 4   OPEN
Oct. 11   at Cleveland Central
Oct. 18   Yazoo City
Oct. 25   at Greenville
Nov. 1   Gentry
Nov. 7   at Holmes County

COACH:  GAGE  POSEY
CANTON  ACADEMY 

Oct. 4   at Central Holmes
Oct. 11   Boston Academy
Oct. 18   Riverfield (La.)
Oct. 25   at Indianola Academy
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million
donated

volunteer
hours worked

organizations
helped

$21+ 15,000+ 200+
Building our present, investing in our future.

www.NissanManufacturing.com

Turner and Moses named to Madison County Youth Leadership

Special to The Canton News 

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Christy Rutledge, Jackson Prep; Kashvi Sukhadia, Ridgeland High School; Katie Lancaster, St. Joseph Catholic School; and Avonna Mendenhall, 
Germantown High School; middle row: Mackenzie Turner, Canton Academy; Mary Lamar Chustz, Jackson Academy; Adelaide Jacobs, Madison Ridgeland Academy; and John 
William Walker, St. Andrews Episcopal School; and back row: Giancarlo Rosales, Canton High School; Mae Moses, Tri County Academy; Pranavi Buddala, Madison Central High 
School; and Jovun Ray, Velma Jackson High School.

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy junior Macken-
zie Turner and Canton High School 
junior Mae Moses were recently 
selected as part of The Madison 
County Business League & Foun-

dation and MCEDA 2024-25 Mad-
ison County Youth Leadership 
(MCYL) Class. All public, private 
and parochial schools in Madison 
County, plus Jackson Academy and 
Jackson Prep, select one junior to 
represent their respective school in 

the program. 
Madison County Youth Leader-

ship’s mission is to provide students 
with a deeper understanding of the 
careers available in Madison Coun-
ty in an environment that develops 
their leadership skills and encour-

ages graduates to take their knowl-
edge and their experience into the 
community for the betterment of 
Madison County as a whole. The 
students receive a scholarship upon 
the successful completion of the 
program.

Canton High School volleyball undefeated in district play

all photos Special to The Canton News 

The Canton High School Varsity volleyball team is the 5A Region 2 District Champion after defeating Yazoo City 3-1. The ladies are undefeated in district competition.
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Check out our ads at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

and on Facebook at Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

HALLOWEEN
HAPPY

First grade 
buddies meet 

up at CA 

In a long-standing tradition, the Canton Academy 
first graders met their senior buddies in an excit-
ing reveal on the playground. Seniors and first 
graders will partner for various activities through-
out the school year. 

By Courtney Warren

All photos Special to The Canton News
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By Courtney Warren

The Joni and Friends Barnyard 
Dance at Moseley Meadows prom-
ises an enjoyable and engaging time 
for families and friends affected by 
disability. The event will feature food, 
hayrides, horses and dancing. 
The Barnyard Dance will be an out-

door event. There is some cover, in 
case of inclement weather. 
The event staff has made necessary 

adjustments around the farm to create 
an environment that is accessible for 
wheelchair users to provide a day of 
fun and fellowship for all ages.
Only volunteers are required to 

register before the Barnyard Dance. 
Those who are joining the event as 
a participant, are a family impacted 

by disability, or are a group home are 
welcome to attend without prior on-
line registration.
Volunteers will serve in various roles 

throughout the day, helping with face 
painting, games and activities, the 
horse station, hayride assistance, food 
stations, and more. After completing 
the online volunteer registration, vol-
unteers will select their specific area 
of service upon arrival at volunteer 
check-in on the event day. Volunteer 
roles will be assigned based on the 
greatest area of need.
The event will be held October 18, 

2024 at Moseley Meadows at 466 
Yandell Road in Canton starting at 4 
p.m. For more information, or to vol-
unteer, call 769-243-8976.

Joni and Friends to host Barnyard 
Dance for those with disabilities

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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Special to The Canton News 

Holmes Community College is set 
to launch Mississippi’s first Amazon 
Web Services (AWS) Information 
Infrastructure Pre-Apprenticeship 
(I2PA) program, designed to equip 
participants with in-demand skills 
for careers in information infrastruc-
ture. The four-week program will 
run from November 4 through De-
cember 6, with classes meeting from 
8:30 a.m.to 2:30 p.m. daily, exclud-
ing the week of Thanksgiving.
The AWS I2PA program offers thir-

ty hours of hands-on training each 
week, focusing on equipping partici-
pants with the skills needed to build, 
connect, power and operate the in-
frastructure that drives the global in-
formation economy. Training is con-
ducted using the tools and materials 
found in the field, providing practi-
cal, job-ready experience in AWS 
cloud technology, networking and 
security. Everything students need 
is included: protective gear, supplies 
and a laptop computer.
Participants will explore key el-

ements of mission-critical build-
ing projects, including fiber optics, 
electrical and mechanical systems, 
computer servers and the software 
used in the design and construction 
of these facilities and systems. They 
will gain insights into high-demand 
careers and perform work functions 
typically found in real-world job set-

tings.
Each week also incorporates prac-

tice with essential durable skills 
applicable to any career, including 
problem-solving, time management, 
teamwork, persistence and effective 
collaboration. Additionally, partic-
ipants will earn industry-required 
certificates - including AWS I2PA 
and OSHA 10 - while being paid 
a competitive hourly wage of $20 
an hour. At the conclusion of the 
pre-apprenticeship, those in the pro-
gram will have the opportunity to 
network with subject matter experts 
from AWS, as well as other vendors 
and contractors.
“Holmes Community College is 

thrilled to bring this groundbreaking 
opportunity to our students and com-
munity,” said Holmes Vice President 
of Workforce Development Dr. Mike 
Blankenship. “As the first institution 
in the state to offer this program, we 
are opening doors to high-demand 
careers in information infrastructure, 
which are crucial to the future of our 
workforce.”
The program is part of AWS’s 

broader commitment to creating 
a more diverse and inclusive tech 
workforce by providing accessible 
pathways into high-growth careers. 
It aligns with Holmes’ mission to 
provide relevant, high-quality edu-
cational opportunities that empower 
individuals to succeed in a global 
society.

Holmes to host state’s first AWS 
Pre-Apprenticeship Program

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

More than 900 students graduated 
from the University of Mississippi 
in August 2024. Undergraduate and 
graduate candidates received degrees 
from the College of Liberal Arts, 
General Studies and schools of Law, 
Pharmacy, Journalism and New Me-
dia, Engineering, Education, Business 
Administration, Applied Sciences and 
Patterson School of Accountancy.
Canton graduates included William 

Fairly, who majored in Taxation and 
Data Analytics and received a Master 
of Taxation and Data Analytics from 

the Graduate School. Gurpreet Singh 
majored in Accountancy and received 
a Bachelor of Accountancy from the 
Patterson School of Accountancy. 
Mallory Palmertree, who majored in 
Criminal Justice, received a Bach-
elor of Science in Criminal Justice 
from the School of Applied Sciences. 
Kayla Jackson and Cade Wilkinson 
majored in General Business and re-
ceived Bachelors of Business Admin-
istration from the School of Business 
Administration. Laurel Lee majored 
in Juris Doctor Law and received a 
Juris Doctor from the School of Law.

Cantonians among UM summer grads

Special to The Canton News 
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Cantonians among UM summer grads

Special to The Canton News 

Senior Gates Welch was recently 
voted by her peers as the 2024 Can-
ton Academy Homecoming Queen. 
Welch is the daughter of Kevin and 

Margaret Welch and the sister of 
Evan and Austin Welch. Welch re-
sides in Canton and attends the First 
Baptist Church of Canton. She has 
attended Canton Academy since the 
fourth grade. She has consistently 
excelled in academics throughout 
her high school career. 
As a member of the National Hon-

or society, Welch has served as the 
National Honor Society parliamen-
tarian in her junior year. She has also 
been honored as an Academic All-
Star, as well as earned a place on the 
Principal’s List for maintaining high 
grades. Welch has been active in 
leadership roles and honors at Can-
ton Academy. She was voted Best 
All-Around junior high student and 
served as tenth-grade Class President 
and Student Body Secretary for her 
junior and senior years. As a member 
of the Fellowship of Christian High 
School Students, she was elected 
treasurer for the 2023-2024 school 
year.
Welch has participated in the Beau-

ty and Beau pageants and Who’s 
Who Review at Canton Academy 
and has been voted a Top 5 beauty, 
as well as Class Favorite and Most 

Athletic. 
In her time at Canton Academy, 

Welch has participated in numerous 
sports, including cheer, track, soft-
ball and basketball. She also supports 
the Canton Academy baseball team 
as a Diamond Girl. She has served 
as the JV cheer co-captain and now 
serves as the Varsity Cheer Captain. 
In cheer, she has competed and 

been named an All-American cheer-
leader five years, as well as a Pin 
It Forward recipient three times. In 
softball, she has been named Most 
Valuable Player and All District 
player for 4A MAIS District 3. Track 
awards include overall State discus 
champion and multiple district and 
state championships in discus and 
shot put. 
Welch holds the school’s record in 

both discus and shot put. She also 
earned the Offensive MVP for var-
sity girl’s basketball her junior year. 
Outside of Canton Academy, Welch 

is a member of the Madison County 
Civinettes, where she participates 
in numerous charitable activities 
aimed at making a positive impact 
in her community. 
Some of Welch’s favorite activities 

are shopping, spending time with 
her friends and family and cheering 
on the Mississippi State Bulldogs. 
Upon graduation, she plans to attend 
Mississippi State University to ma-
jor in nursing. 

Welch voted CA 2024 Hoco Queen

Special to The Canton News 

Senior Gates Welch was named homecoming queen at Canton Academy.
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MEMBER BENEFIT 
PARTNER
Exclusive Discounts for Farm Bureau Members 

Save 10%
 Visit the Range By Jimmy Primos storefront in Gluckstadt or visit 
www.rangebyjimmyprimos.com to receive a 10% discount on all 
purchases (excluding firearms and ammo). This offer is provided 
exclusively to members of Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation. 

Benefit is subjected to change at any time without notice. 

Madison County Farm Bureau • 4844 E Main St. Flora, MS 39071 • 
211 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046 • 920 Ebenezer Blvd. Madison, MS 39110

Special to The Canton News 

Ms. Moseley’s human anatomy and 
physiology class at Canton Academy 
recently worked with microscopes to 

look at different muscle tissue types. 
In a “Muscle and Tissue Compara-
tive Lab,” they compared different 
cells from epithelial, muscular, con-
nective and neural tissues. 

CA’s A&P class compares cells

Special to The Canton News 

Mary Alice Holmes learns about muscle tissue types. 
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H I G H  E N D  S E R V I C E , H O M E T O W N  H E A R T .
B A N K  W H E R E  Y O U ’ R E  T R E A T E D  L I K E  F A M I L Y .

CA Swim says eat their bubbles

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy recently began a swim team and participated in the MAIS elementary 
swim meet. Coaches Lisman Walker and Jacki Miller were proud of the team’s 
performance at their very first meet. Coach Miller said, “They were so absolutely 
amazing!! They were all fearless today!! Pretty impressive.”
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

Welcome Back To School!

                   CANTON 

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

By Guest Columnist Jessica Stein

Canton Garden Club reunited for the 
2024-2025 organizational year on the 
tenth of September. It was wonderful 
to gather together again, with refresh-
ments provided by hosts Labonne 
Corcoran, Rose Bradberry and Jeanee 
Shell. 
Members who attended last year’s 

flower arranging talks had the chance 
to put all of their knowledge to the test, 
under the guidance of Master Garden-
er John Malanchek. Malanchek is the 
president of the Master Gardeners of 
Mississippi, and spends his time gar-
dening and teaching people with dis-
abilities. He spreads his talents with 
youth, as well as the elderly; and fell in 
love with flower arranging when try-
ing to figure out what to practice with 

his students when the days become too 
hot. 
Inside the Sacred Heart Parish Cen-

ter, we, too, escaped the heat and lis-
tened to his 
arrangement 
advice. We 

learned 
the Seven 

Principles 
of Design 

(balance, 
proportion, 

rhythm, 
scale, unity, 
dominance 

and har-
mony) com-
pared to the Seven Elements of Design 
(color, form, fragrance, line, pattern, 
space and texture). We then put these 

tools to practice with flowers and vas-
es brought to share by Garden Club 
members. 
John also advised that each bouquet 

should be 
one and a 
half to two 
times the 
height of 
the vase. 

Arrangers 
should re-
move all 
plant matter 
that touches 
the water, 
besides the 

stems, and cut 
each stem at a forty-five degree angle. 
Members left with one or more gor-
geous arrangements to take home. 

Canton Garden Club will also be dec-
orating the Square with fall garlands 
on October 14. Over the summer, the 
Keep Canton Beautiful committee 
managed four workdays, with an av-
erage of eight volunteers each time, 
including partners from JSU and Parks 
and Rec. As a result, the committee 
won the Beautification Award from 
Keep America Beautiful. 
Some of this funding and funds from 

the Canton Garden Club will soon 
be directed towards completing the 
beautification and functionality of the 
Outdoor Classroom, across from the 
Madison County Co-Op. Canton Gar-
den Club feels strongly about continu-
ing to give back to this community by 
cleaning up litter, installing low main-
tenance landscaping and encouraging 
beauty across the whole town. 

Flowers, flowers, everywhere for Garden Club’s meeting

Special to The Canton News 


