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By Courtney Warren

The Canton Christmas Festival, also 
known as the “City of Lights,” has offi-
cially kicked off its spectacular holiday 
run. The festival is open nightly from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. and will continue through 
December 23, 2025, with a scheduled 
closure only from December 1 through 
December 4. Visitors will find a wide 
array of attractions around the Historic 
Canton Square, including Rudolph’s 
Playground, fire truck and train rides, 
an 18-foot walk-through gift box, 
and the iconic 3-story Christmas tree. 
New this year is the snowman 16-foot 
walk through, now located at 184 East 
Center Street, alongside the caterpillar 
32-foot-long walk through and Santa’s 
Cookie Stop. The festival will also cel-
ebrate America 250 with patriotic dis-
plays throughout The Square.
Families are invited to immerse 

themselves in the festival’s interac-
tive areas. The beloved storyteller, 
Mrs. Claus, is back and bringing extra 
Christmas magic this year. Her home 
has received an upgrade, allowing 
families to explore her beautiful new 
location, get cozy, and enjoy her magi-
cal tales away from the winter chill—a 
perfect little escape children will talk 
about all season long. Other immersive 
spots include the Christmas Interac-
tive Village (featuring the Reindeer 
Barn, Frosty’s House, and Rudolph’s 
House) and Santa’s Snow Village, 
which offers a peek into Santa’s pic-
turesque hometown. Children can also 
enjoy classic entertainment on the 
old-fashioned carousel, antique cars, 
and the Sky Race. For history buffs 
and animation lovers, the Christmas 

Animation Museum and I Spy brings 
Canton’s history to life with Christmas 
magic, showcasing the Elves’ Top 10 
Favorite Toys.
While the initial Merchants’ Open 

House Weekend has concluded, the 
town square will host several special 
events throughout December. The Sin-
galong Fest with the Best and Photos 
with Santa (at 137 West Peace Street) 
will return, running December 5-7, and 
again from December 12-23. Similarly, 
horse-drawn carriage rides around 
the Historic Square will be offered Fri-
day and Saturday, December 5 and 6, 
as well as from December 12-23. An-
other event Cantonians are encouraged 
to mark their calendars for is the 19th 
Annual Holiday Sip ‘N Cider on 
December 12, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
where participating merchants will of-
fer warm cider and host competitions.
Access to many attractions requires 

tickets. Individual tickets cost 
$2, but guests can purchase a 
sheet of 25 tickets for $25. 
Rides like the fire truck, 
carousel, Sky Race, and 
antique cars require 2 
tickets each, while the 
wagon train requires 
3 tickets. The horse-
drawn carriage rides 
and Christmas Village 
require 5 tickets per 
person. Attendees are 
reminded that only cash 
or major credit cards 
are accepted, and all 
ticket sales are final. For 
more information, visit 
CantonTourism.com.
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1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

Multi-Dose Packaging now available!  Organize your medication by date and 
time in easy to take packages.  
Stop the confusion - and take the correct medications at the correct time. 

Canton Christmas 
Festival underway: 

don’t miss the magic!
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com
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Merry christmas!

MOVIETOWN SELF STORAGE IS NOW

STORAGEMAX CANTON!

MOVIETOWN SELF STORAGE IS NOW
STORAGEMAX CANTON!

(601) 859-7990
SMCAN@STOMAX.COM

109 MOVIETOWN DRIVE CANTON, MS 39046
WWW.STOMAX.COM

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY!CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY!
Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Public School District 
High School Equivalency Program is 
always looking for new opportunities 
to educate students on their future ca-
reers. Recently, they hosted Cassandra 
Jones Taylor, owner of Smoke’n Mir-

rors Salon in Flowood, who shared 
insights with students on entrepreneur-
ship and cosmetology. The students 
say they were truly impressed to learn 
that her client roster includes notable 
celebrities such as Eric Cambell, Lean-
dria Johnson and Cynthia Bailey.

Jones talks entrepreneurship with students

Special to The Canton News 
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See Why We’re the #1
Auto & Home Insurer By Courtney Warren

I was dropping my daughter’s best 
friend off at her house after an after-
noon of crafting, ice cream and the 
park. The weather was cool, and while 
the two played at Strawberry Patch, I 
sat on a park bench with a coffee and 
a book. It was absolutely wonderful. 
The leaves have changed and the wind 
blew, creating a perfect evening. As the 
sun dipped low, I was reminded of how 
wonderful life can be when you just 
slow down. 
When we reached our friend’s house, 

that topic came up once again, and 
both of us moms were quick to thank 
the Millenial mentality. For so long, 
everyone was focused on this glorified 
“hustle culture” and the endless dig-
ital scroll. However, something I am 
noticing more and more with my gen-
eration is the idea of embracing a qui-
eter revolution - a movement in which 
we are deliberately slowing down and 
resurrecting the simpler joys of earlier 
decades like journaling, sewing and 
board games. While our generation is 
often defined by technology, and as the 
one who created social media, seeing 
us also bring back the love of all things 
vintage has been so refreshing. 
The trend is visible in many other 

ways, from home decor to hobbies. 
Where we once were all obsessed with 
farmhouse chic, sad beige and mini-
malism, we are now seeing millennials 
reject those concepts and hunt for heir-
loom quality pieces. I personally have a 
rule in my house that if it doesn’t have 
a story, it doesn’t serve a purpose in my 

home. No Kirklands or Hobby Lob-
by allowed. This fascination has even 
extended to technology, with vinyl re-
cords, film cameras, and the rebirth in 
popularity of the good ole Tamogatchi. 
More importantly, I love that this 

movement is rejecting the “always on” 
mentality that defined the early days 
of the digital explosion. There was 
such a frantic pace – more followers, 
more life, and being chronically online. 
However, more and more people are 
rejecting their Apple watches for their 
own family heirlooms (myself includ-

ed) in an effort to be less accessible and 
more present. Why is it that productivi-
ty is praised over presence? 
In a world where AI could easily 

take over – we have all seen the robot 
movies, it’s beautiful to know that pa-
tience is coming back in style. In our 
generation that was so focused on ac-
celeration, the greatest luxury is now 
time. We are more focused on creating 
a modern life that feels rich and more 
grounded. So, if you’ll excuse me, I 
have an embroidery piece to finish and 
a mahjong game to attend.

Letter from the editor: Millennials are slowing life down

Photo by Courtney Warren

My view at the park while the girls played. 

Courtesy of The Canton-Madison County 
Historical Society

The days before the holidays often 
hold a magic of their own. The antic-
ipation, the preparation, and the travel-
ing - these moments are heightened by 
the sense of something special on the 
horizon.
A century-and-a-half ago, that peri-

od of excitement included the Largest 
Show Upon Earth: Howes’ Great Lon-
don Circus, which visited ‘Canton, 
Canton, Canton’ on Monday, Novem-
ber 22, 1875. The ONLY First-Class 
BIG SHOW Ever South!!
The show’s arrival was nothing short 

of a spectacle. Billed as ‘100 times 
more grand’ and boasting a staggering 
$1.5 million capital investment, the 
circus promised wonders from every 
corner of the globe. Audiences mar-
veled at Howes’ Great London Circus 
and Grecian Hippodrome, Sanger’s 
English Menagerie with its thirty cag-
es and dens of wild animals, extraor-
dinary acrobatic pyramids from the 
renowned Iroquois Indian Troupe, and 
dazzling equestrian performances.
The show featured exotic beasts, Af-

rican lion acts, a magnificent wardrobe 
display, trained animal exhibitions, 

Way back when: Howes’ Great London Circus

Photo courtesy of The Canton-Madison County Historical Society

and a full menagerie transported exclu-
sively by railroad.
For one remarkable day, Canton was 

home to a world of marvels—10,000 
wonders of earth, sea, and sky—
wrapped in music, color, and spectacle. 

It was the kind of excitement that lit up 
the season. 
Today, the Canton Square glows 

from Thanksgiving through Christ-
mas, keeping that holiday magic ready 
whenever you are.
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HighSpeed
Internet
with 
no contracts!!

Get Connected with

Provided by
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 
WATERMELON”

“It all started with aSpecial to The Canton News 

First graders in Ms. Young’s class 
at Goodloe Elementary School re-
cently completed a Literacy Pump-
kin Character Project, blending 
reading comprehension with cre-
ativity.

For the project, students selected a 
favorite story, read it and then de-
signed a pumpkin to represent the 
book’s main character. The hands-
on activity helped students build 
comprehension, practice creativity 
and foster a love for reading.

First graders bring book characters to life 
with pumpkin project

Special to The Canton News 
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McNeal Elementary hosts Alcorn State’s “Ag is Lit Tour”

All photos Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

The “Ag is Lit Tour” is an agricul-

tural literacy program that provides 
students across Mississippi with 
interactive stations and real-world 

agricultural experiences. Second- 
through fourth-grade students at 
McNeal participated in the pro-

gram, which aims to educate chil-
dren on the importance of agricul-
ture.
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CPSD staff holds team building retreat for professional development

“Excellence in Action,” was designed to strengthen the CPSD team as they work to provide essential services to students and community stakeholders.  

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Public School District 
(CPSD) attendance clerks, secretar-
ies, business office leaders and other 
district personnel recently participat-
ed in a team building retreat at the 
Jackson Convention Center.

The event, themed “Excellence in 
Action,” was designed to strength-
en the CPSD team as they work to 
provide essential services to students 
and community stakeholders. The 
two-day retreat included profession-
al development training on topics 
ranging from the Central Access Stu-

dent Administrator Manager (SAM) 
system to accounting protocols and 
procedures, as well as a session fo-
cused on the Ethics Commission 
rules.
Superintendent Dwight Luckett, Sr., 

conducted a team-building exercise 
to emphasize that every team mem-

ber is valued and essential to the 
district’s optimal functioning. He ex-
plained that achieving the district’s 
mission requires a unified effort. Su-
perintendent Luckett thanked Tony 
Foster, CPSD Executive Director of 
Business and Finance, and his team 
for organizing the conference.

Mahjong Madness: The game taking Mississippi by storm

Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

A familiar, rhythmic clicking sound 
is echoing across social halls and liv-
ing rooms, signaling the resurgence 
of mahjong, the traditional Chinese 
tile game now enjoying a massive 
comeback as a premier social activ-
ity.
Much like the popularity of bridge 

among mothers in the 1990s, mah-
jong has become the go-to game 
for building new friendships and 
community connections. Clubs and 
casual gatherings are popping up 
everywhere, drawing new players of 
all ages who appreciate the game’s 
blend of strategy, luck and face-to-
face interaction. 
The game, which involves drawing 

and discarding tiles to form sets, of-
fers a welcome break from digital 
screens. There is also a beauty in 
mahjong in regards to the etiquette 
of the game. While many find it in-
timidating, as learning the tiles, the 
suits, and the rules can be a bit over-
whelming, the beauty of the game is 
the lack of competitive nature. In a 
world where we are all focused on 
winning and being the best, mahjong 
focuses on celebrating everyone’s 
wins and working together, even as 
you attempt to create your own mah-
jong match. 

Beyond its social appeal, mahjong 
has also proved to be an effective 
tool for philanthropy. Many groups 
and enthusiasts have successfully 
leveraged the game’s popularity to 
host fundraiser events for various 
charities, turning a fun game night 
into a community giving night. The 
combination of its strategic chal-
lenge and the inherent social nature 
of playing with a group has solidi-
fied mahjong’s place as the latest “it” 
hobby.
Mahjong came to America in the 

early 1920s and was first popularized 
by a white American entrepreneur in 
China, Joseph Park Babcock. It saw 
a boom in popularity in the 1920s, 
but later faced a decline until it ex-
perienced a renaissance after World 
War II, largely driven by Jewish 
American women who played it to 
build social networks.
Madison County specifically has 

seen a huge uptick in mahjong, as 
many moms are meeting for after 
school events, church events and 
more. Classes have also become 
more popular, and some, like Ménage 
à Mahj, offer hour-long classes to 
beginner learners. In these classes 
and lessons, you’re able to experi-
ence a one-of-a-kind curriculum, as 
well as gain an understanding of the 
history of the game. Ménage à Mahj 

also hosts Mississippi Mahj Club, an 
opportunity to find events in the area 
and make new friends. 
Whether you are just learning the 

game or an advanced player, if you 
are interested, visit https://menagea-
mahj.com/mahj-club to find a Madi-
son County group near you. 
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ON THE TABLE

By Courtney Warren

Have you seen the new trend of making candied cranberries? They 
are sweet, crunchy and perfect for the holidays. I have loved watching 
videos of people making these and was so excited to try my hand at 
them for the holidays! 

ingredients

Cracking Candied 
Cranberries

•	 Two bags of cranberries
•	 Apple cider
•	 Sprite
•	 Powdered sugar (organic is best)

Special to The Canton News 

instructions
1.	 Wash your cranberries in a large 

bowl. 
2.	 In a large bowl, pour in equal parts 

apple cider and equal parts Sprite.
3.	 Refrigerate for 12 to 24 hours.
4.	 Strain the cranberries and move 

them to clean bowl.
5.	 Add a generous amount of pow-

dered sugar, and shake until each 
berry is coated. If they are sticky, 
add more powdered sugar. 

6.	 Preheat your oven to 200 degrees, 
and bake the cranberries for 5 
minutes to help dry out the sugar 
coating. 

7.	 Remove from oven, and leave the 
berries on the counter for a few 
hours to finish drying. 

8.	 Serve them in an airtight container 
and eat them once they’ve chilled 
for a few hours. 
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Special to The Canton News 

Staff at the Canton Career Center 
recently honored Mr. Wayne Day as 
their Teacher of the Year for 2025–
26 with a celebratory luncheon.
The staff wanted to express their 

deep gratitude for Mr. Day’s un-
wavering dedication and consistent 
efforts to go above and beyond to 
help his students succeed. He was 
also recognized for his positive atti-
tude and “wonderful smile.”

Canton Career Center celebrates Wayne 
Day as Teacher of the Year

Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

Kylie Melons Market extended its 
gratitude to everyone who helped 
make its Christmas at Kylie’s event 
a success.
The market specifically thanked 

Blakeney McGraw for participating 
in the day and helping patrons cre-
ate “precious handprint ornaments.” 

The market staff also appreciated 
all members of the community who 
attended and made the event a fun 
experience.
“Whether you come for Christmas 

trees, watermelons, or anything in 
between, our prayer is that you al-
ways find that you are family to us,” 
a market representative stated.

Kylie’s Market thanks community for 
successful Christmas event

Special to The Canton News 
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GAS & 

ELECTRIC

HEATERS IN

STOCK
WINTER CLEARANCE SALE

Special to The Canton News 

The BAPS Swaminarayan Hindu 
Temple celebrated its 25th anniver-
sary in Jackson on Saturday, Novem-
ber 22, marking a quarter-century of 
spiritual guidance and community 
outreach.
The celebration was inspired by 

the current BAPS spiritual leader, 
His Holiness Mahant Swami Ma-

haraj, and featured a range of distin-
guished guests, including Mississip-
pi State Auditor Shad White, former 
Jackson Mayor Harvey Johnson and 
Canton Police Chief Otha Brown.
The Mandir’s presence in Jackson 

embodies the philosophy of His Ho-
liness Pramukh Swami Maharaj: 
“In the joy of others lies our own.” 
Temple activities extend beyond 
worship to include community ef-

BAPS marks 25th Year in Jackson, celebrates community service

forts such as health fairs, blood do-
nation drives, food drives and disas-
ter relief work. The temple serves 
as a spiritual home for hundreds of 
families, offering fellowship, edu-
cation, communal meals and youth 
activities designed to foster integri-
ty and character.
Canton Police Chief Otha Brown 

attended the event on behalf of Can-
ton Mayor Timothy C. Taylor. May-

or Taylor has previously recognized 
the importance of cultural diversity, 
religious freedom and interfaith un-
derstanding as fundamental values 
that enrich society.
Temple Coordinator Rakesh Patel 

and outreach coordinators Nayan 
Mehta and Jignesh Patel expressed 
gratitude to Mayor Taylor, Chief 
Brown and the City of Canton for 
their support.

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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Weatherproof 
your home to

protect against
the cold.
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Make sure
 your car is 
ready for 

winter travel

If power lines
are down, call

your local utility
and emergency

services.
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Prepare yourself
for exposure to
winter weather.
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Be Ready! Winter Weather

Junior Auxiliary of Madison County awards mini-grants to area schools

By Courtney Warren

The Junior Auxiliary of Madison 
County (JAMC) recently completed 
its annual Money for Minds Prize Pa-
trol, awarding teacher mini-grants to 
several area schools.
The grants aim to support teachers 

in implementing creative projects and 

resources in their classrooms. Recip-
ients for this year include Goodloe 
Elementary School, Canton Career 
Center, Camden Elementary School, 
Highland Elementary School PTO, 
and Madison Station Elementary.
The organization extended its con-

gratulations to all recipients and stat-
ed it “can’t wait to see your grant 

work in action.”
The Junior Auxiliary of Madison 

County (JAMC) is a non-profit volun-
teer service organization dedicated to 
serving the needs of children, youth, 
and families in Madison County, Mis-
sissippi.
Part of the National Association of 

Junior Auxiliaries (NAJA), which is 

focused on charitable, civic and ed-
ucational projects, the JAMC’s mis-
sion is generally to provide service 
to the community, emphasizing proj-
ects related to the welfare of children. 
Programs like the Money for Minds 
Prize Patrol are one way the organiza-
tion fulfills this mission by providing 
resources directly to local educators.

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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CASH BACK 
WHEN YOU OPEN ANY PRIORITYONE

BUSINESS CHECKING ACCOUNT 
$50 minimum deposit required to open. 

$50 will be credited to your new account on the day of opening. 
Offer valid for new Business Checking accounts only. www.priorityonebank.com

Special to The Canton News 

Madison County Business League 
& Foundation members Rochelle 
Thompson with the American Lung 
Association and Melissa Loves with 
Holmes Community College pre-
sented the Canton Career Center No-
vember Student of the Month award 
to Hector Manuel Luna-Guevara. 

Manuel Luna-Guevara is enrolled in 
the construction program at the ca-
reer center. 
The purpose of the Student of the 

Month program is to connect busi-
nesses and industries with students 
while promoting the skills needed to 
strengthen Madison County’s work-
force.

Special to The Canton News

Manuel Luna-Guevara celebrated 
as student of the month
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At BankPlus, every decision we make is driven 

by community. We’ve done it that way for 

over 100 years. Learn more at  bankplus.net.

Our greatest
investment.

Our roots. Our home.

© Copyright 2025 BankPlus.
Member FDIC.

How Do I Handle Unexpected Expenses (Without Panicking)?

Special to The Canton News 

C.U. Smarter: A financial edu-
cation focus of Veritas Federal 
Credit Union, located at 276A 
Nissan Parkway in Canton
Let’s face it—flat tires, surprise 

bills, and “uh-oh” moments are 
part of life. But they don’t have 
to wreck your finances. Here’s 
how to stay ahead of the curve, 
even when life throws you a 
money curveball.
Step One: Build That Emer-

gency Fund
An emergency fund is your fi-

nancial safety net—made just 
for moments like these. Start 
small: $10 a paycheck adds 
up. Aim to grow it to cover 3–6 
months of expenses over time. 

You’ve got this.
Step Two: Rethink the Budget
When something unexpected 

hits, pause. Review your bud-
get. Maybe skip the takeout this 
week or hit pause on streaming 
#4. Temporary cutbacks can 
create space to handle that bill 
without diving into debt.
Step Three: Know Your Op-

tions
Can you set up a payment 

plan? Will insurance cover some 
of it? In some cases, a low-rate 
personal loan might actually 
save you stress and money. Our 
loan officers can help you figure 
it out—no pressure, just people 
helping people.

Life happens. But with a little planning and support from your VFCU team, you can bounce back faster—and 
with way less stress. Learn more or connect with us at veritasfcu.org.

THE BOTTOM LINE:

Your Quick-Action 
Checklist:

1.	Start that emergency fund 
(even if it’s s

mall).

2.	Trim your budget 
when needed.

3.	Ask about pay
ment plans, in

surance, or l
ow-interest 

loans.
4.	Avoid high-inte

rest credit if
 you can.

5.	Rebuild your sa
vings after th

e expense is 
handled.
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Merry 
Christmas! 

 Merry 
Christmas!

fromfrom

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

Merry Christmas

Special to The Canton News 

Lailan M. Hamlin, a junior at Can-
ton Public School and student at the 
Canton Career Center, has official-
ly been inducted into the National 
Technical Honor Society (NTHS) 
Class of 2025.
Hamlin, who represents the NTHS 

attributes of skill, scholarship, lead-
ership, honesty, responsibility, ser-
vice and citizenship, is the daughter 

of Makita Hamlin-Jackson and El-
don Hamlin, both graduates of Can-
ton High School.
Beyond her academic achieve-

ments, Hamlin is a freelance art-
ist and young entrepreneur who is 
currently applying for her Certified 
Licensed Braider credential. She is 
passionate about using her creativi-
ty and skills to build her future, with 
plans to become a dental hygienist or 
a Registered Nurse after high school.

Canton Career Center junior inducted 
into National Technical Honor Society

Special to The Canton News 

Lailan M. Hamlin, a junior at Canton Public School, is pictured with Michael Ellis, 
principal of Canton Career Center.
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By Courtney Warren

The weather outside is frightful, but 
a good book is so delightful! Whether 
you’re nestled by the fire with a cup 
of cocoa or looking for the perfect 
gift for the book lover in your life, 
the publishing world has delivered a 
sleigh-full of new releases 

this holiday sea-
son. I am 
an abso-
lute suck-
er for a 

good 
holiday 
read so 
I al-
ways 
love 
find-
ing 
the 

final re-
leases for the month 
of December. From heartwarming 
holiday romances to high-stakes YA 
fantasy, here are our top picks across 
five categories to help you fill your 
shelf—and your stockings—this win-
ter.
Children’s
The holiday season is a magical time 

for young readers, filled with wonder 
and new traditions. These picture and 
early chapter books are perfect for co-
zying up at story time.
The Gift of Words by Peter H. 

Reynolds: A delightful follow-up to 
The Word Collector. Je-
rome embarks 
on a new 
quest to find 
inspiration-

al holiday 
words, only 
to realize that 
the most mean-
ingful words 

are the 
ones 
you 

share. 
A beau-
tiful tale 

about 
spreading 
kindness 

and joy 
through 
lan-

guage.
Young 

Adult 
(YA)

For the 
teens who 
love to 
escape 
into 
other 

worlds, this sea-
son offers an array of 
fantasy, mystery, and gripping 
contemporary novels.
The Otherwhere Post by Emily J. 

Taylor: A dark academia fantasy and 
a Good Morning America YA Book 
Club Pick. It features enchanted let-
ters, a magical post office, and a 
girl who must uncover the secrets 
of her past. A romantic and per-
ilous adventure for lovers of 
mystery and magic.

Fiction
From holiday romances 
that warm the soul 
to com- pel-

ling 
literary 
dramas, 

these 
new 
fic-
tion 
re-

leases 
are perfect for 

your holiday reading 
pile.
The Impossible Fortune by Rich-

ard Osman: The unmissable new 
installment in the beloved Thursday 
Murder Club series.9 When a wed-
ding guest asks Elizabeth for help, the 
thrill of the chase is reignited, proving 
that even a quiet year can turn quickly 
into a high-stakes mystery.

On the Shelf: Books for the Holiday Season
The Secret Christmas Library 

by Jenny Colgan: Get 
swept away to a cas-

tle in the Scot-
tish High-

lands! This 
story follows 

an antiquarian 
book hunter on 

a quest to find a 
rare book. A de-

lightful blend of 
mystery, romance, 

and holiday spirit, 
it’s a treat for book 

lovers and treasure 
hunters.
Grace & 
Henry’s 
Holiday 
Movie 
Mara-

thon by 
Matthew 

Nor-
man: A 
moving 

story 
about 
two 

people, 
Grace 

and Hen-
ry, who have both lost their 

spouses and are reluctantly paired 
up by their matchmaking mothers.12 
They embark on a friendship forged 

cont. on page 16

Canton High School vs. Canton Academy hoops underway

Special to The Canton News 

The sound of the squeaking sneak-
ers and bouncing balls signals the 
return of high school basketball 
in Canton, Mississippi, with both 
Canton High School and Canton 
Academy hitting the court for the 

new season.
Canton High School’s Varsi-

ty Boys’ team, the Tigers, have 
jumped out to a strong start, se-
curing multiple wins in their early 
non-region matchups, including 
victories against Yazoo County, 
Holmes County Central, and Clin-

ton. Their determined play has 
been noted across the state.
Meanwhile, the Canton Academy 

Varsity Boys’ team, the Panthers, 
have faced a tough opening to their 
schedule with a few losses, includ-
ing games against Central Hinds 
Academy and Park Place Christian 

Academy. Despite the initial chal-
lenges, the teams look forward to 
leveraging the early season games 
to prepare for the district and 
league play ahead. Both Canton-ar-
ea teams are set to continue their 
schedules into December as they 
vie for success on the court.

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy’s Mac Stacey has 
officially signed to play collegiate 
golf at Northwest Mississippi Com-
munity College (NWCC).
Stacey, a standout player for the Can-

ton Academy Panthers, committed to 
continue his academic and athletic ca-
reer with the Rangers program.

During his high school career, Sta-
cey achieved notable success on the 
course. In the spring of 2025, he fin-
ished the season with a strong perfor-
mance, placing 6th overall as a med-
alist in a tournament. This highlight 
capped a successful season for the 
Panthers’ golf team.
Stacey is expected to join the NWCC 

golf program in the fall.

Mac Stacey commits to collegiate golf

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

The Madison County Economic 
Development Authority (MCEDA) 
and the Madison County Business 
League & Foundation (MCBL&F) 

established the Visionary Leadership 
Award in 2011 to honor individuals 
or communities whose leadership, 
investments in people, and commit-
ment to community service have 
significantly enhanced the quality of 

MCEDA Visionary Leadership Award given to Prado

Special to The Canton News 

life in Madison County. This year, the 
award was presented to Gabriel Prado 
in recognition of his forward-thinking 
leadership and dedication to commu-
nity advancement, which have made 
a lasting impact in advancing Madi-

son County’s shared goals and values. 
Shown at the presentation are (from 
left) Jan Collins, executive director 
MCBL&F; Sam Kelly, MCBL&F 
chair; Prado; Governor Tate Reeves; 
and Gerard Gibert, MCEDA chair.

over shared grief and classic holiday 
movies, learning to see a life beyond 
their sadness.
Non-Fiction
For the curious mind, these releas-

es offer a chance to learn and reflect 
on history, culture, and personal 
growth.
Simply More by Cynthia Erivo: 

This is for all of my Wicked fans! 
Part-memoir, part-inspirational 
guide from the multi-talented ac-
claimed actor. Erivo reflects on her 
personal growth, the powerful les-
sons learned on stage and in life, 
and the perseverance 
required to 

build 
the life 

you 
seek.
Chris-

tian
These 

Christian 
books of- fer 
devotional depth, practical 
guidance, and faith-filled holiday 
fiction to enrich your spiritual life 
this season.
The Best News of All: A Christmas 

cont. from page 15

On
Bible Verse to Remember by New 
Growth Press: A wonderful board 

book for young chil-
dren that 
helps them 
memorize 

the angel’s 
joyful an-

nounce-
ment to the 
shepherds 

from Luke 
2:10-11, 

making the 
true meaning 
of Christmas 
accessible to 

the small- est hearts.
My Merry Mistake By Court-
ney Walsh: She is one of my 
new favorites because of her 
clean and Christian based sto-
ry telling. Walsh is the best at 
a good rom com. After acci-
dentally sending an email to 
a handsome stranger inviting 

him to her small-town holiday 
party, a cynical woman must choose 
between admitting her mistake or 
seeing where the unexpected mis-
communication leads. A charm-
ing, faith-filled Christmas romance 
about second chances.
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expansion & improvements
coming fall 2025!

109 movietown dr
canton, ms 39046

THETHE  
LANDINGLANDING
A T  M O V I E T O W NA T  M O V I E T O W N

PARK · STAY · UNWIND

www.landingatmovietown.com

· Formerly known as movietown rv park · 
Short & Long Term RV Sites Available!

314 Soldiers Colony Rd.
Canton, MS 39046

CANTON LOCATION

5% Discount on:
· Multi-Unit (3 or more units)
· First Responder

601-391-4120
· Military
www.stowawayms.com

$1 Move-In Special ON SELECT SIZES
Limited Time Offer

601-391-4120

CLIMATE CONTROLLED

Special to The Canton News 

Canton High School’s cross country 
team put forth an outstanding effort at 
the MHSAA Central MS Super Re-
gional meet.
Leading the charge was Jaheim 

Dudley, who delivered an incredible 
performance, finishing the race in 21 
minutes, 5.11 seconds. His time se-
cured him the 15th place among all 
competitors from Region 2-6A.

Right on his heels was Abraham 
Johnson, who finished in 21:06.52 
and earned the 16th place in Region 
2-6A.
Giancarlo Rosales also made a 

strong showing for the Tigers, placing 
27th overall and ranking in the top 30 
among the Region 2-6A runners.
The Tigers’ impressive results high-

light a successful run at the Super Re-
gional event.

Tigers Excel at MHSAA Central 
MS Super Regional

Special to The Canton News 
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ADVERTISE HERE!

CLAY MANSELL |  THE CANTON NEWS
claymansel l@thecantonnews.com |  601-397-4442

Grace Episcopal Church
161 East Peace Street, Canton, MS 39046

601-859-2680
Services – Sunday Morning

9:00 Morning Prayer (Zoom)
10:00 Holy Eucharist

Wednesday – 10:00 – Holy Eucharist

All are welcome!

Weekly Worship 

Sunday School
 9am

Worship
 10am

All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at

First Presbyterian Church
202 East Peace Street Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

HARVEST OF HOPE Pre s en t s

S un da y  S c h oo l
10AM

S un da y  C h u r c h
11AM

T u e s d ay  N i g h t  B i b l e  S tu dy
6:30PM

30091 South Liberty Street, Canton, MS | www.harvestofhopems.com

PASTOR ALLEN

CHRISTIAN CENTER

Places of WorshipPlaces of Worship

Special to The Canton News 

Second grade students at Canton El-
ementary are trying new things and 
building mentorship connections by 
reading to a kindergarten class each 
week.
This new program provides second 

graders with a chance to practice 
their reading and public speaking 

skills while building relationships 
with younger students. Kennedy 
Baird and Porter Dungan were the 
first second graders to take up the 
challenge. Both students success-
fully read to the kindergarten class, 
demonstrating great enthusiasm. The 
program is set to continue, fostering 
growth for both the older and young-
er “Panthers.”

Second graders lead reading 
program for kindergarten class

Special to The Canton News 

Kennedy and Ms. Walker celebrate her reading skills.
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Christmas Animation Museum and I Spy
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Mrs.Clause Storyteller Extraordinaire

C O N T A C T  C A N T O N
T O U R I S M :  6 0 1 . 8 5 9 . 1 3 0 7
C A N T O N T O U R I S M . C O M
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Photos with Santa
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Merchants Open House Weekend
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19th Annual Holiday Sip N Cider
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Around the Historic 
Canton Square
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Paint the Square: Mississippi 
Artist Guild Plein Air Event
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

 

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

MERRY CHRISTMAS

How to help prevent home christmas tree fires
Special to The Canton News 

For all the joy and beauty Christmas 
trees bring, it’s important to remember 
that they are large combustible items that 
present potential fire hazards in the home. 
This blog provides an overview of home 
Christmas tree fires and tips from Nation-
al Fire Prevention Association (NFPA) to 
help you stay safer this holiday season. 
How common are Christmas tree 

fires?
Between 2018 and 2022, fire depart-

ments in the United States responded to an 
annual average of 155 home structure fires 
caused by Christmas trees. On average, 
these fires resulted in four civilian deaths, 
seven civilian injuries, and $15 million in 
direct property damage each year. NFPA 
data indicates that fires involving fresh 
Christmas trees tend to be more common 
than artificial tree fires.
Overall, home Christmas tree fires don’t 

happen often—fires involving candles 
happen roughly 38 times more frequent-
ly in the U.S., for comparison—but when 
Christmas tree fires do occur, especially 
involving fresh Christmas trees, they’re 
likely to be serious. That’s in part because 
fresh Christmas trees dry out over time, 
making them more flammable the longer 
they’re in the home. A dried-out Christ-
mas tree will burn much more quickly 
than a well-watered one.
What causes Christmas tree fires? 
According to the latest statistics from 

NFPA, lighting and electrical equipment 
cause most Christmas tree fires in the 
home. According to the research: 
•	 Electrical distribution or lighting 

equipment was involved in more 
than two in five (41 percent) home 
Christmas tree fires.

•	 One in five (20 percent) home 
Christmas tree fires were started by 
lamps or bulbs. 

•	 More than one in 10 (11 percent) 
home Christmas tree fires were start-
ed by candles.

•	 Two in five (40 percent) home 
Christmas tree fires started in the 
living room.

Tips for staying safer
NFPA offers a number of safety tips to 

help you stay safer while picking, putting 
up, decorating, and disposing of a Christ-
mas tree, including: 
•	 Test a fresh Christmas tree before 

purchasing it by running your hands 
along one of its branches. If you end 
up with more than a few needles, it’s 
a sign that the tree may be too dry.

•	 After selecting a fresh tree, cut 2 
inches (5 cm) from the base of the 
trunk before placing it in the stand. 
Add water daily to keep the tree well 
hydrated.

•	 Trees should be placed at least 3 feet 
(1 m) away from any heat source, 

such as fireplaces, radiators, candles, 
heat vents, or lights.

•	 Make sure the tree is not blocking 
an exit.

•	 Ensure that decorative Christmas 
tree lights are in good working or-
der and used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions, keeping 
in mind that some lights are designed 
for indoor or outdoor use only, while 
others can be used for both.

•	 When purchasing new Christmas 
tree lights, make sure they bear the 
mark of an independent, qualified 
testing laboratory, which ensures 
that the product has been tested to 
meet established safety standards.

After Christmas
Get rid of the tree after Christmas or 

when it is dry. Dried-out trees are a fire 
danger and should not be left in the home 
or garage or placed outside against the 
home. 


