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The longtime slogan, “The good news you can use,” is being retired in favor of a new mes-
sage: “Your Community. Your News. Your Paper.”
The updated motto underscores the newspaper’s role as a trusted source for local report-

ing, community stories and information that matters most to Canton residents. From City 
government and schools to churches, businesses and family milestones, The Canton News 
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The Canton News is introducing a new slogan 
that reflects its continued commitment to local 

journalism and community connection.
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By Courtney Warren
Canton Academy has seen huge 

growth within the last two years, from the pre-school up to the high school. With that in mind, leadership has been a top priority for the board and the head of school. Dawn Blanton will 

join the Panther family this spring 

semester as the elementary principal. 
“I am thrilled about joining Canton 

Academy, primarily because of the 

incredible individuals who make up 

the entire Canton Academy family,” 

said Blanton. “The opportunity to 

work with the exceptional students, 

supportive parents, dedicated faculty 

and committed staff at Canton Acad-
emy is very exciting to me. 
Blanton holds a master’s degree 

in education and has a deep under-
standing of the unique needs of 

young students. School officials say 

her dedication to creating an engag-
ing and supportive learning environ-
ment is evident in her previous roles 

as teacher, performing arts director, 

guidance counselor, and member 
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of Madison-Ridgeland Academy’s 

administrative team for the last ten 

years. As a proud mother of four 

sons and grandmother to two, she 

says she understands the incredible 

privilege and responsibility of nur-
turing young minds and hearts, the 

CA motto. “During my brief interac-
tions and visits to cam-
pus events, it has be-come evident that the school’s great-est asset is its people,” Blan-ton said. “Can-ton Academy has not only wonderful stu-dents and fam-ilies, but also a team of passion-ate educators as its faculty.”“The leadership is deeply committed to 

enhancing the school’s al-
ready established foundation of 
excellence. Witnessing the enthusi-
asm and dedication of both the teach-
ing staff and the leadership team has 

reinforced my belief in the school’s 

tremendous potential for strategic 

growth in all facets. I am genuine-
ly enthusiastic about being part of 

all the Lord has planned for Canton 

Academy’s future,” said Blanton. 
Head of School Ryan Laster said,  

“Canton Academy is excited about 

the recent growth in our school, 

which has been specifically seen in 

the elementary school. The addition 
of Dawn Blanton as our elemen-

tary principal is a blessing 
because we know she brings many years of experience in edu-cation to Canton Academy. We are looking for-ward to the fu-ture of the ele-mentary with Mrs. Blanton at the helm.”Blanton’s ap-proach is all about open com-munication and collaboration. She 

believes in the impor-
tance of strong partnerships 

with parents, teachers and staff to 

ensure the best possible educational 

experience for the students. Those 

who know her say her commitment 

to building these relationships is one 

of her many strengths. “I hope to bring my love for chil-
dren, passion for excellence in Chris-

tian education and desire to build re-
lationships with families and fellow 

educators to Canton Academy. I feel 

so honored to have this opportunity, 

and consider it a privilege to serve 

Canton Academy in this capacity,” 

said Blanton. Blanton’s expertise extends beyond 

traditional education, as she has 

also successfully directed a thriv-
ing performing arts program for ten 

years. Through this role, she culti-
vated creativity and talent among 

students, showcasing her commit-
ment to fostering the development of 

well-rounded students.“Having been involved in Christian 

education for over twenty years, I 

bring a wide range of experiences to 

my new role at Canton Academy. I 

think my time at MRA has been in-
valuable, as I have witnessed first-
hand MRA’s growth and develop-
ment over the past ten years.”
“MRA’s leadership and commit-

ment to excellence in Christian edu-
cation has well prepared me to serve 

Canton Academy in my next chap-
ter,” Blanton said. “I am very excited 

to get started in January, and can’t 

wait to welcome the students and 

families back to campus in 2024.”
For more information about Canton 

Academy and enrollment, visit can-
tonacademy.org.
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Dawn Blanton
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Good News You Can Use • February 9, 2023 • Vol. 9, No. 2 • Canton, MississippiWhat do you love about Canton? A love letter to the City of LightsCanton Tourism:
 I guess I would have to say I 
love Canton for all the oppor-
tunities it has offered me over 
the years I have lived here. 
The great sense of community 
has made it a wonderful place 
to live. Also the people. I have 
made many great friends here. 

Canton is a survivor! I love the quaintness of the town, as a whole. It carries so much amazing history! It’s a surviving, while being a thriving through it town. It’s like a sponge, in the midst of an ocean. It soaks up all the adversities and always stay a float. Sometimes it may seem like an ember covered with ash. Then comes along that someone, with that burst of fresh air, rekin-dling hope! It survives because there are enough caring people in and for Canton! 

From a tourism point of view, 
I love Canton because it is a 
quaint Southern town, with lots 
of history and interesting facts 
that I can share with our visi-
tors. From a personal point of 
view, I love Canton because of 
the people who live here. There 
are people who celebrate with 
you during your highest times, 
but also support and lift you up 
during your lowest times. 

Charlotte Wilson:
 I love Canton because Can-ton, with the most charming town square in our state, is a beautiful, quaint little town filled with rich history, friendly, kind and helpful people. It is a happy place to live, work and play.

I love Canton because it’s “home.” I married and raised my family in Canton. I have lived here my whole life and it brings me comfort and a feeling of ac-ceptance. Thank you, Canton, for the many wonderful memories throughout my life. There is no place like home! 

CPSD superintendent: Gary HannahCanton reminds me of my hometown of Holly Springs, Mississippi. The people here are very proud of their city and have a strong love for the com-munity, which speaks volumes about its growth and accom-plishments over the years. I am definitely proud to be a part of the community and brag about it wherever I go! Love Canton!

Kylie Melons: What we love about being in Canton is having the opportunity to serve our customers who 
become family and provide them with the best products and customer service. Canton makes it easy for our mar-
ket to have that “at home” feel and happy atmosphere that makes local folks and visitors always 
feel welcome and special. At Kylie Melons, our goal is to not just sell great 

items, 
but to be a place that’s warm, fun, and inviting–a real destination right here in Canton! 

20
PAGES

8:30-6:00 M-F
8:30-12:30 Sat

Stacey Cauthen Sanders 
& Bill M
by

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

LOCAL HOMETOWN SERVICEWe have the largest selection of valentine's candy, gists, balloons and more to make your Valentine special this year.

PRST STD

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CANTON, MS

PERMIT NO. 3

Canton News

P.O. Box 1163, Canton, MS  39046

Good News You Can Use • March 8, 2024 • Vol. 10, No. 3 • Canton, Mississippi

TIGERS WIN BASKETBALL

State Championship

Special to The Canton News 

Packed with over 8,700 fans, the deafening noise of support pushed the Canton High School Tigers to victory. The MHSAA basketball championships were held on 

Friday, March 1 at Mississippi Coliseum in Jackson. It’s been more than five decades since what was known as Rogers High School, now Canton High, won two cham-

pionships in 1967 and 1969.

The boys varsity team went into the championship with a 26-4 record, playing Yazoo City High School (28-6) for the MHSAA Class 5A state championship.

Securing the win at the final buzzer, the Tigers were victorious with a final score of 58-40. 

The girls varsity team was also a force to be reckoned with and made an impressive standing during their championship game, where they fell short to Laurel with a 

final score of 40-32. 

Head Coach Brian Townsend said, “We’re not perfect, but our grind is relentless. The overall feeling is undescribable. Bringing a championship to the city of Canton has 

been something I’ve always wanted to do and to do it with these group of guys made it even more special. My players said they did not want to feel the hurt and pain like 

last year losing in the semifinals, so they never forgot that feeling. They worked during school, after school, and plus they became closer as a team outside of practice. 

The bond they have is incredible which shows on the court.”

CHS Principal Dr. Pamela Self said, “ I am very proud of both teams for reaching the state championship games this season. The boys have worked hard in the classroom 

and on the basketball court to achieve their goals.”

all photos Special to the Canton News 
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Quilt guild to
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By Courtney Warren
With technology ev-er-present and constantly updating, the idea of “rise and grind” became a pop-ular mentality. However, there has recently been a surge in the “anti-hustle” lifestyle after the burnout of constant stimulation. Finding hobbies that bring joy rather than money and doing things for a sense of peace has brought older crafting arts to the fore-front once again. On most social media platforms, one can search “modern em-

broidery,” “embroidery art,” or “modern quilting” to find beau-
tiful craftsmanship, as people spend less of their time scrolling 
and more time using their hands. While many are discovering these new art forms and media, 
there are many who have been fabric artists for years – even 
decades. 
The Allison’s Wells Quilt Guild has been meeting regularly 

since the 1980s to create quilts for donations and raffles, as 
well as to share their love of quilting, embroidery, and the like. 
The guild has a program for each meeting, such as demonstra-

tions on binding and various techniques. They also work on quilts together. While one member might 
create several blocks for a quilt, another will embellish the 
blocks. 
The Allison’s Wells Quilt Guild Spring Quilt Show will take 

place April 18-19 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. and April 20 from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Can-ton Welcome Center.The 2024 Fundrais-er Quilt is “Santa and Friends.’ To support this fundraiser, patrons can purchase $1 raffle tickets at Twin Oaks Crafts, 745 Highway 49 South, Rich-land. Raffle tickets may also be purchased at the quilt show. 

host Spring Quilt Show
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By Courtney Warren

Canton is known as the city of lights, however its history remains rich in other arts, as well. 
Canton is proud to host the Mississippi Art Colony. 
The Smithsonian lists Mississippi Art Colony as the country’s oldest artist-run  organization of its kind. Mississippi Art Colony has been guided by a collective of  artist members for 75 years. Their activities are funded through fees from workshop sessions, grants from the Mississippi Arts Commission, and generous  contributions from supporters who value the arts and appreciate the  contributions of artists with a wide range of unique perspectives. 
JoAnn Gordon, director of the Canton Convention and Visitors Bureau, said she was excited to see the Mississippi Art Colony return to Canton due to its roots in the city.The late Inez Wallace of Canton helped found the Mississippi Art Colony and  “We pay homage to the fact that it belongs to Canton. We used to have it every year, and now we are bringing it back, because it’s part of Canton’s history and heritage. Our Canton Convention and Visitors Bureau created the Allison Wells Center for Arts and Crafts. We support the arts and try to create an environment where we have artisans and craftsman year round.” Canton has a plethora of artisans. “We have painters, we have art exhibits, we have film makers, we have the Allison Wells quilters, we have the rug hookers, and we have rockers. We are all about the artisans and cultivating the art culture in Canton,” said Gordon.
“Colony” is an invitation-only community providing arts learning experiences for  adult artists. By providing week-long practicum experiences with a qualified guest  artist facilitator, their goal is to help Mississippi artists develop their artistic  abilities, build their professional skills, build community with other artists, and  ultimately keep the visual arts scene thriving in Mississippi. 
Colony members come together twice a year, spring and fall, to spend a week  creating without the distractions and hindrances that everyday life often  presents. Each session offers an opportunity for attendees to submit work for the  Colony Traveling Show adjudicated by the session’s guest artist. This current exhibit was curated by Mark Rigsby in April of 2024. A limited number of works is selected for this show and represents the spirit of Colony and the  accomplishments of the artists.  “We are so excited to have the traveling show back. It’s such an honor to have been selected and to be able to host this show for a month,” said Gordon. For more information about the Mississippi Art Colony, go to www.msartcolony.net. and for more on Canton visit cantontourism.com.

MISSISSIPPI ART COLONY returns to canton

all photos Special to The Canton News  
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Special to The Canton News

Family is everything to Victoria Green, a Canton native who recent-ly gradu-ated from the Uni-versity of Mississip-pi with a Doctor of Pharmacy.As a 
young 

adult, she took pride in assist-ing with the care of her maternal grand-mother, riding the bus to her grand-mother’s house every day to make sure she took her daily medica-tions.
“That hands-on experience intro-duced me to the world of medica-tions, how they work and the posi-

tive impact they have on health and well-being,” she said. “I realized I wanted my future career to revolve around medications, improving health outcomes and healing peo-ple.”
She made a promise to herself that she would pursue a career in pharmacy for her maternal grand-mother. She shared her ambitions with her paternal grandmother, who beamed with pride at the idea of Green becoming the first doctor in the family.“I began this path for one grand-mother and will continue it in honor of another,” Green said. “Throughout my profession, I will always carry the love and inspi-ration of them both as they watch over me from above.”Pursuing her chosen field at the UM School of Pharmacy felt natu-ral, offering her the chance to study in a nationally-ranked program close to home. Laying eyes on the 

Pharmacy graduate Victoria Green makes good on a promise
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cont. on page 3

Mississippi’s largest economic development project breaks ground
Special to The Canton News 
Madison County Economic Devel-opment Authority (MCEDA) re-cently announced that Amazon Web Services, Inc. (AWS) is construct-ing multiple data center campuses in two Madison County industrial parks. With a planned capital in-vestment of $10 billion, AWS is the largest economic development project in Mississippi’s history. Ad-ditionally, the company will create at least 1,000 new jobs in Madison County.

The new technology-centered cam-puses will signal a new chapter in Madison County’s technological landscape.
MCEDA and Madison County say they have strategically prepared its sites over the past five-plus years for speed-to-market, allowing the County to land this economic devel-opment project. They say the county is an ideal space for technological development and its forward-think-ing approach, as showcased by the 

County’s readiness for AWS.AWS is the world’s most compre-hensive and broadly adopted cloud. These data centers will enable cus-tomers of all sizes and across all industries, such as healthcare, man-ufacturing, automotive, financial services, public sector, telecom and more to transform their businesses. Millions of customers—including the fastest-growing startups, larg-est enterprises, and leading gov-ernment agencies—are using AWS to lower costs, become more agile and innovate faster. The new data centers will contain computer serv-ers, data storage drives, networking equipment, and other forms of tech-nology infrastructure used to power cloud computing.Governor Tate Reeves said, ““Mis-sissippi has done it again. This re-cord-shattering $10 billion private sector investment will not only cre-ate 1,000 high-tech, high-paying jobs for Mississippians, but it will 

Special to The Canton News  

Ole Miss campus and visiting the pharmacy school sealed the deal.In her time as a student, Green has cultivated a reputation as a lead-er with a servant’s heart, a strong work ethic and a sunny personality that is infectious to those around her.
“When I had Victoria on rota-tion with me, she greeted me with a smile every day and asked how I was doing,” said Jamie Wagner, clinical associate professor at the Medical Center campus. “She al-ways remembered what I had going on in my life and asked for updates about people, stories and just me in general.”

“Her care and concern for others extends beyond her required duties as a pharmacist and are just innate to her. She cares with her whole heart, and you really feel that she cares about you. She is definitely one of a kind.”Green credits her positive, can-

do attitude to her parents, praising them for keeping her motivated and uplifted.“Remembering my purpose – to help patients and make a difference in their lives – helps me stay fo-cused and optimistic, even during challenging times,” she said. “Having a strong support system, whether it’s friends, family, peers or mentors, is invaluable.”As the first in her family to pur-sue higher education, Green said her unique journey has been full of both challenges and opportunities. Navigating the college applications and financial aid processes, for ex-ample, felt overwhelming, but she knows the importance of her jour-ney extends beyond herself.“As a first-generation student, I’m eager to serve as a guide and inspi-ration to younger generations of my family as they embark on their educational journeys,” she said. 

cont. on page 3
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UE TO INSPIREBy Courtney Warren

With technology ever-present and constantly updating, the idea of 
“rise and grind” became a popular mentality. However, there has 
recently been a surge in the “anti-hustle” lifestyle after the burnout 
of constant stimulation. Finding hobbies that bring joy rather than 
money and doing things for a sense of peace has brought older craft-
ing arts to the forefront once again. 
On most social media platforms, one can search “modern 

embroidery,” “embroidery art,” or “modern quilting” to find 
beautiful craftsmanship, as people spend less of their time 
scrolling and more time using their hands. 
While many are discovering these new art forms and me-

dia, there are those who have been fabric artists for years 
– even decades. 
The Allison Wells Quilt Guild has been meeting regularly 

since the 1980s to create quilts for donations and raffles, as 
well as to share their love of quilting, embroidery, and 
the like. 
The guild has a program for each meeting, such as 

demonstrations on binding and various techniques. 
They also work on quilts together. While one member 
might create several blocks for a quilt, another will em-
bellish the blocks. 
These meetings are also a time for show and tell, which 

was a favorite moment for your Canton News editor. 
As these quilt artists pulled their various creations out 

and allowed the fabric to spill across the table, it was 
impossible not to run one’s hands over the craftsman-
ship. Audible gasps were heard when two particular 
quilts were unfolded. One incomplete quilt displayed 
turkeys created through various pieces of 

tea on the porch during a crisp fall morn-
ing. The other was made up of one-inch pieces of fabric 

and then finished with delicate details sewn into the sides. 
This is truly an art form. There are even quilting artists who do 

all of their quilting by hand. 
With plans to spend hours on their creations and then turn around 

and give many of them to those in need, whether that be women battling breast 
cancer or older veterans who have served the country, these quilters are serious 

about their work. 
Currently, the quilters are working on a Christmas quilt, with the idea to “let every-

one be as creative as possible.” The only direction was that it be Christmas-themed.  
As this editor writes this story under her very own quilt made by a dear friend, it’s no wonder why this craft is so special. These quilters stitch love and care into their pieces and are eager to teach and share with the Canton community about the art of quilting. The group has about twenty members who pay $10 a year in dues. They meet every Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. until noon at the Canton Visitors and Convention Center on the square in downtown Canton. Their business meeting is on the third Tuesday of 

each month. Contact canton@canton-
tourism.com for more information.
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fabric and a beautiful fall-themed back-

ing. It immediately 
brought thoughts of warm mugs of 
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Multi-Dose Packaging now available!  Organize your 
medication by date and time in easy to take packages.  
Stop the confusion - and take the correct 
medications at the correct time. 
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Special to The Canton News

Two Mississippi entities will each be the beneficiary of a $50,000 grant awarded by the Nissan Foun-dation, part of a $1.2 million grant program that provided funds to forty-four nonprofits who promote cultural understanding that leads to acceptance and appreciation of in-dividuals’ differences. The Foundation for Mississippi History, “Two Mississippi Muse-ums School Visits Program,” and the GRAMMY Museum Missis-sippi, “Soul of the Movement Ed-ucation Program,” each received $50,000 grants.
The total grant award is the most the Foundation has awarded in a single grant cycle.  Grant recipients are based in communities surround-ing Nissan facilities in Southern  California, middle Tennessee, cen-tral Mississippi (Canton), Dallas/Ft. Worth, southeast Michigan,  New York City, north central New Jersey and Atlanta.  

The Nissan Foundation has award-ed approximately $17 million to more than one hundred fifty non-profits since its founding in 1992. The Nissan Foundation was created as a direct  response to the civil un-rest that followed the Rodney King trial verdict. At that time,  Nissan’s then-U.S. sales headquarters was based just blocks from the riot’s epicenter. 
“In the thirty-two years since the Nissan Foundation was created, it has helped organizations – big and small – develop and grow program-ming designed to increase under-standing and acceptance of what makes us different,” says Chan-dra Vasser, president of the Nissan Foundation and Nissan’s first chief diversity, equity and inclusion offi-cer. “It’s an honor  to uplift the im-portant work of our grantees who are bettering our world by provid-ing  safe spaces to explore our simi-larities while celebrating our differ-ences.”  

The 2024 grantees include mobile education programs, museums, his-tory centers,  libraries, and other 

nonprofits promoting the many ben-efits that diversity brings to society. Each funded program aligns with the Nissan Foundation’s mission of building community by valuing cul-tural diversity. 
“I am thrilled that we’re able to further the innovative programming of forty-four grantees this year,” 

Nissan Foundation awards $100K in grants to two Mississippi entities

All photos Special to The Canton News  

said Ali Tonn, Nissan Foundation executive director. “These organi-zations are continually coming up with ways to reach new audiences and share the benefits of living and working together in a diverse soci-ety.”  
The 2025 Nissan Foundation grant cycle will begin in October. Local 

nonprofit organizations who are based in central Mississippi and who are working to bring diverse cultural perspectives, experiences and voices to communities across the country may be eligible to apply.Applicants based in a Nissan af-filiate market who can demonstrate that their programming increases understanding and acceptance of society’s myriad cultural differenc-es are invited to submit a Letter of Intent. Nissan will begin accepting those letters on October 1, 2024. All Letters of Intent must be received by 4 p.m. CST on November 4, 2024. The Nissan Foundation will an-nounce 2025 grantees in July 2025. Organizations invited to submit a full proposal are notified in Janu-ary. Proposals are due in March, and awards are announced in June. Funded projects must be imple-mented no earlier than July and can run through June of the following year. For more information about the Nissan Foundation and its ap-plication process, visit the Nissan Foundation website at www.Nissa-nUSA.com/about/community.html.
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WELCOME TO THE JUNGLEWELCOME TO THE JUNGLEWELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
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Special to The Canton News

The Canton Public School District Tigers and the Canton Academy Panthers 

are on the prowl! Student-athletes began their respective seasons in softball, 

volleyball, and football recently with several wins to add to their schedules. For 

more information visit cantonschools.net or cantonacademy.org

GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON TOGOOD LUCK THIS SEASON TO
OUR TIGERS & PANTHERS!OUR TIGERS & PANTHERS!
GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON TO
OUR TIGERS & PANTHERS!
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Don’t let the flu stop you!Call for an appointment  or walkins welcome.

CPSD earns CSpecial to The Canton News
The Canton Public School District has earned a C-rating for the 2023-2024 school year from the Mississippi 

Department of Education’s accountability system. According to Superintendent Gary Hannah, “We are 

proud to remain successful for three years in a row. All of our elementary schools earned A and B ratings. 

While we lost some momentum in our middle and high schools, we are working diligently to regain their 

B-ratings. Our dedicated teachers, students, and administrators are persevering as we continue to work 

hard to achieve our goals as we strive for excellence.”
DISTRICT  -C  (557)
REUBEN B. MYERS CSAS  -A  (490)CANTON ELEMENTARY  -A  (471)GOODLOE ELEMENTARY  -B  (387)

McNEAL ELEMENTARY  -B  (379)CANTON HIGH/CNGA  -C  (588)HUEY PORTER MIDDLE  -C  (330)NICHOLS MIDDLE  -F  (242)
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We are thank�l for Madison County residents

 with their support and business in 2024.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Mr. Millet: The Barefoot Butter-Eating Man 
By Guest Columnist Amelia Rose Cook

When the question “What is your lifestyle?” is asked, the same answers are usually given: having a healthy lifestyle, a busy schedule, a lot of school-

work, the list continues. Everyone has somewhat of the same lifestyles, with a little tweak of their own personal liking to get through their day smoothly. 

But then there is Mr. Millet, the Canton Academy Art and Life Skills teacher, the man who defies the norm.  

In the eighth grade, I moved from the coast to Canton, Mississippi. As I walked through the doors of Canton Academy on my first day, I wondered what 

my teachers would be like. I began to have conversations with students and found an opportunity to ask what I was most curious about: “Who is y’all’s 

favorite teacher?”  

if he was even real. They could not believe that this man was walking the halls of Canton Academy. 

Mr. Millet is nothing short of interesting. He is always doing something new and different from any 

other person that I know. However, what I admire most about him is that he does not care what other 

people think about him. 
While I always enjoy seeing the odd things that he does, I watch his character. He is one of the most 

interesting, uplifting and high-spirited people that I have ever met. Without Mr. Millet, I would not be 

able to not care what other people think of me. 
When I asked someone why they thought he does all these things and how he can live life not caring 

what others think of him, they answered, “Amelia, it’s not as hard as it seems. As you grow up, you will 

find your purpose in life. Mr. Millet has found that his purpose is to make other people smile. If it’s be-

cause they are making fun of him, at least he’s doing my job. Three years from now, he probably won’t 

even remember what their first names are. Mr. Millet lives in the present and does what he wants to do.” 

He has had such an impact in my life, from his barefoot-butter eating lifestyle to his unawareness of 

him being a role model in my life.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Amelia Rose is a senior at Canton Academy. She is the daughter of Jay and Kristi 

Cook.  

As I listened to everyone’s answers, the same name was repeated: “Mr. Millet!” They explained to me that we would 

not be able to have him until our junior year, but that he was everyone’s favorite, anyway.  

I asked for a description of him, so I could get an idea of what he was like. 

“He’s tall and thin with white hair and wears neon green and black track shoes,” one student said.  

I responded, “Oh! He’s the track coach, too? That’s cool.”  

“Oh no,” another student said. “That’s just what he wears if he’s not wearing any shoes.”  

I thought to myself, Who wears track shoes as regular shoes? And what did they mean “if” he wears shoes? I was in 

for a treat when I met Mr. Millet for the first time. 
As I grew older, I watched Mr. Millet. Without even being in his class, I knew he was an interesting guy. He laughed 

at almost anything, and everyone greeted him when they passed him in the hall. He was just known as the type of guy 

everyone loves. 
My junior year came, and I was so excited to finally have him as my teacher. 

“Welcome, juniors! I’m Mr. Millet, your Art and Life Skills teacher,” he said on the first day 

of school. I looked down and dropped my jaw as I saw his bare feet. Those students were 

right. 
He explained what we would all be doing throughout the year and what field trips we would 

be taking. That is when he got right into it. He opened the cabinet behind him and pulled out 

a glass bottle of olive oil and a Styrofoam cup. He poured about two tablespoons of the oil 

into the cup and went back to the cabinet to get hot sauce. He then poured the hot sauce into 

the cup and began to drink it.
I stared in amazement and asked what in the world he was doing. 

He explained, “Drinking olive oil helps your skin age slower, and drinking hot sauce helps 

build your immune system.” But that was just the start of it. 

As we went on throughout the year, I saw Mr. Millet doing even crazier things. I would 

run into him running backwards in the hallways because he claimed it “helps with his back 

posture.” 
I would see him eating sticks of butter at break or lunch, because he claimed it was “the best 

fat you could eat for your body.” 
He would watch yoga, breathing and meditation videos, because he claimed it “brought him 

closer to Earth.” 
There were instances when students from other schools had heard about him and asked me 

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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�ank you for your support for the past year.

HAVE A MERRY 
AND A SAFE ! 
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On the 12th day of Christmas, Cantonians gave to 

me a beautifully decorated city!

All photos Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News Canton is a town that comes alive with unparalleled charm and nostalgia during Christmastime. 

Known as the “City of Lights” for its extraordinary holiday displays, this small town weaves 

a tapestry of history, community, and festivity that captures the essence of the season. Every 

corner of Canton transforms into a wonderland, blending its rich heritage with the warmth and 

joy of Christmas, creating an unforgettable experience for residents and visitors alike.  

At the heart of the Christmas magic is the historic Courthouse Square, which becomes a glow-

ing centerpiece of celebration. Thousands of twinkling lights adorn the square, draped over the 

majestic Madison County Courthouse and the surrounding buildings. This enchanting display 

is not just a visual delight; it feels like stepping into a holiday postcard from a 

bygone era. The architecture of the courthouse and the preserved facades of the 

downtown shops enhance the vintage atmosphere, reminding everyone of Can-

ton’s deep historical roots.  One of the most anticipated events of the season is the Canton Christmas Festi-

val. The festival, running throughout December, features a host of activities that 

appeal to all ages. Children and adults alike marvel at the life-sized animated 

displays scattered around the square, depicting scenes of holiday cheer and clas-

sic Christmas tales. The air is filled with the sweet aroma of roasted nuts and hot 

cocoa, sold by vendors lining the streets, while carolers dressed in Victorian attire 

serenade passersby with timeless melodies.  
For history lovers, Canton’s Christmas celebrations offer a unique blend 

of tradition and storytelling. The town is proud of its role in preserving 

Southern history, and during the holidays, this pride is on full display. 

Guided tours of the Victorian-era homes are a highlight, with many 

homeowners decorating their historic residences in period-appropriate 

Christmas décor. Walking through these homes feels like a journey back 

to the 19th century, as docents share anecdotes about the families who 

lived there and how they celebrated the season in simpler times.  

The Old Jail Museum, located near the square, becomes an even more 

popular destination during Christmas. Here, visitors can learn about 

Canton’s history while enjoying special holiday exhibits. The museum’s 

staff often hosts storytelling sessions, recounting tales of Christ-

mas traditions in the Deep South, interwoven with the town’s 

unique past.  Community spirit is another hallmark of Canton at Christmas-

time. The locals take pride in coming together to make the season 

special for everyone. From church choirs performing live Nativity 

scenes to the beloved Christmas parade, the sense of camaraderie 

is palpable. Children eagerly await their chance to meet 

Santa Claus, who sets up shop in a charming little house 

on the square, ready to hear their Christmas wishes.  

Canton’s magic during the holidays is more than its 

lights, decorations, or events; it’s about the atmosphere 

it creates. It’s the feeling of walking hand in hand with 

loved ones through streets glowing with lights, warmed by the knowl-

edge that this town treasures its traditions and its people. In Canton, 

Mississippi, Christmastime isn’t just a season—it’s a celebration of 

the past, a gathering of community, and a joyful reminder of the mag-

ic that resides in small-town life.

“and with that, the 2024                season comes to an end!”

JAN. 2025
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LOCAL HOMETOWN SERVICE

Celebrating influential African Americans

By Courtney Warren

As Black History Month graces 

us once again, it’s time to cel-

ebrate the remarkable African 

Americans who have shaped his-

tory. Nestled in the heart of Mis-

sissippi, Canton - a town known 

for its vibrant culture and rich 

heritage—has been home to nu-

merous influential figures whose 

legacies continue to inspire.

Medgar Evers: A Legacy of Jus-

tice
One of Canton’s most iconic con-

nections to the Civil Rights Move-

ment is through Medgar Evers. 

Though born in 
Decatur, Mis-
sissippi, Evers’ 
work as the state’s 
NAACP field 
secretary deeply 
impacted Canton 
and its residents. 
Evers organized 
boycotts, voter registration drives, 

and protests against systemic rac-

ism in Madison County and be-

yond. His unyielding commitment 

to equality made him a symbol of 

courage and resilience. Today, his 

sacrifice is honored nationwide, 

and his efforts in Canton remain a 

cornerstone of its history.

Sister Thea Bowman: A Voice 

for Faith and Justice

Born in Yazoo City, Mississippi, 

and raised in Canton, Sister Thea 

Bowman was a trailblazing edu-

cator, speaker, and advocate for 

social justice. As a member of the 

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 

Adoration, she used her dynam-

ic voice and cultural heritage to 

bridge divides within the Catholic 

Church and beyond. Bowman’s 

passionate teachings and music 

celebrated African American spir-

ituality and emphasized unity and 

understanding across racial and 

cultural lines. Her legacy contin-

ues to inspire through her writings, 

recordings, and the work of those 

she touched.
Markers on 

the Civil Rights 
and Historical 
Trails
Canton is an in-

tegral part of the 
Mississippi Civ-
il Rights Trail, 
with several markers commem-

orating pivotal moments and fig-

ures. One notable marker is located 

at the Canton Freedom House Civ-

il Rights Museum, which served as 

a safe haven and organizing hub 

during the Civil Rights Movement. 

Visitors can learn about the brave 

activists who strategized and shel-

tered there while fighting for jus-

tice.

Another significant marker is at 

the Madison County Courthouse, 

where many pivotal protests and 

voter registration drives were or-

ganized. This site reminds visitors 

of the tireless efforts of local lead-

ers and community members who 

risked their lives to challenge sys-

temic oppression.
Hickory Street, often referred 

cont. on page 5
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HAPPY ST. PATRICKS DAY�ank you for letting us service Canton 
and all of Madison County.

The Canton-Madison County Historical Society recently welcomed celebrated au-thor Martin Hegwood for an engaging dis-cussion about his writing ca- reer, his journey through law school, 
and his latest novel, Queen of 
Memphis.  
Hegwood, a Mississippi na-

tive and government attor-
ney, captivated the audience 
with stories of his time at the 
University of Mississippi 
School of Law, where he 
studied alongside best-selling author John Grisham. His passion for storytelling has led to the publication of five novels, including Jackpot Bay, Massacre Is-land, The Green-Eyed Hurricane, and Big Easy Backroad.  His newest work, Queen of Memphis, takes readers into the heart of high society intrigue in 1999 Memphis. Described by Hegwood as a “soap opera,” the novel follows LuAnn Collier, a determined small-town beauty queen who marries into the prestigious Winnforth family, much to the dismay of her formidable mother-in-law, Maggie. What ensues is a fierce battle of wits, wealth, and well-kept secrets—one of which threatens to upend the Winnforth legacy forever.  During his talk, Hegwood shared insights into his writing process, drawing inspiration from the Deep South’s rich history and complex so-cial dynamics. His books, including Queen of Memphis, are available for purchase on Amazon.  

With a career that seamlessly blends law and literature, Hegwood contin-ues to leave an indelible mark on Southern fiction. Readers eager for a tale of ambition, power and scandal won’t want to miss his latest page-turner.
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Acclaimed Author Martin Hegwood unveils latest novel, Queen of Memphis

Martin Hegwood

MAR. 2025 aims to tell the stories that shape daily life in the heart of our com-
munity. 
Our mission has always been to serve the people of Canton. This 

new motto better reflects who we are and who we serve.
While the words have changed, the mission remains the same: to 

provide accurate, timely and community-centered journalism.
The new slogan will appear in print and digital editions moving 

forward.
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WANTS TO WISH YOU 

A HAPPY EASTER!
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Canton planning bold campaign 

to protect historic buildings 

The City of Canton has announced a bold new strategy to protect, preserve and revitalize histor-

ic buildings in  the City of Canton. Canton has some of the most important historic buildings in 

the south. It is important for the economy and healthy future of Canton to revitalize and preserve 

these valuable community assets.  

Yet, the city of Canton with all of its charm and character is at risk of losing many historically 

significant  buildings throughout the city. The City has introduced a citywide initiative and edu-

cational campaign to help  protect these valuable assets. The campaign will feature an awareness 

and education component to help building owners to understand the tax and grant benefits avail-

able for the revitalization and protection of  historic buildings. 

Part of the education campaign will include state, federal and local laws regarding historic  

buildings. A variety of other related topics will be publicly shared, so that citizens can learn more 

about the  process and understand the benefits of preserving historic buildings. The campaign will 

appeal to all citizens to get involved in saving these valuable places and sharing the history that 

surrounds these sites. 

“Historic  properties are very important to Canton’s future,” said Canton Mayor William Truly.  

“By initiating this educational campaign, we hope to  advance the revitalization and preservation 

of historic Canton structures.” 

Protection and maintenance of these sites can contribute many benefits to the community and 

its citizens.  Some of these benefits include support of sustainable economic development, beau-

tification, less crime,  higher property values, more jobs, housing, work force training and more 

business and higher sales tax revenue for the city.  

Through this campaign, you will learn about the many benefits associated with preserving his-

toric structures,  the process, the cost and why it is important. Citizens will learn more about the 

history of Canton and include a focus on improved quality of places to live, work and play. 

Some of the information and benefits that will be highlighted include supporting local economy 

and increases in local sales tax revenue; creating quality places to live, work, and play; providing 

education about city, county, state and federal requirements for historic properties; understanding 

the benefits to property owners; creating downtown housing; promoting cultural preservation; tax 

credits; building work force training programs; and protecting community character and quality 

of life, all while looking at local history and guiding revitalization. 

For more information about the initiative, contact Donna Yowell at 601-672-0755 or dyowell@

aol.com.  

By Guest Columnist Donna Yowell

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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By Courtney Warren

This May marks a significant mile-stone for Canton, Mississippi, as the beloved Canton Flea Market cele-brates its 60th anniversary. What be-gan in 1965 as a modest gathering of local artists has blossomed into one of the South’s premier arts and crafts events, drawing thousands of visitors and vendors from across the nation.A Humble BeginningThe inaugural Canton Flea Mar-ket was a simple affair. Local art-ists, primarily women, displayed their paintings on the iron fence surrounding the historic Madison County Courthouse. Their goal was to showcase their work and connect with the community. Lit-tle did they know, this modest art show would lay the foundation for a biannual tradition that would grow into a significant cultural and economic event for the region.

Growth and RecognitionOver the decades, the Canton Flea Market has expanded both in size and reputation. Held on the sec-ond Thursday of May and October, the event now attracts over 1,000 artisans and craftsmen who show-case their handmade creations, in-cluding pottery, jewelry, paintings, and unique crafts. The market’s commitment to quality and au-thenticity has earned it numerous accolades, including being named one of the Top 20 Events in the Southeast by the Southeast Tour-ism Society and a Top 100 Event in North America by the American Bus Association.
Economic Impact
The Canton Flea Market is more than just an arts and crafts show; it’s a significant economic driver for the region. The event draws up to 100,000 visitors annually, 

infusing the local economy with millions of dollars in revenue from tourism, hospitality, and re-tail. Local businesses, restaurants, and hotels experience a surge in patronage, and vendors often re-port substantial sales, making the market a vital component of Can-ton’s economic landscape.A Community AffairBeyond its economic impact, the Canton Flea Market is a cherished community event that fosters a sense of pride and unity. Fami-lies, friends, and visitors gather to enjoy the vibrant atmosphere, explore the diverse array of hand-made goods, and partake in the rich cultural heritage of the region. The market’s location on the pic-turesque Courthouse Square, with its historic architecture and tree-lined streets, provides a charming backdrop that enhances the over-

all experience.
Looking Ahead
As the Canton Flea Market cele-brates its 60th anniversary, orga-nizers and community leaders are already looking toward the future. Plans are underway to continue enhancing the event, ensuring it remains a premier destination for artisans and visitors alike. The commitment to preserving the market’s legacy while embracing innovation promises to keep the Canton Flea Market a vital and beloved tradition for generations to come.

For those planning to attend, the next Canton Flea Market will be held on Thursday, May 8, 2025. Whether you’re a longtime patron or a first-time visitor, the 60th-an-niversary celebration promises to be a memorable experience filled with art, culture, and community spirit.
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Celebrating 60 Years of the Canton Flea Market: A Mississippi Tradition
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Greater Love Worship Center (GLWC) will soon celebrate twenty years of ministry here in Canton.To commemorate this special oc-casion, Pastors Calvin and Fredia Day will host a community outreach drive-through prayer, in the parking lot adjacent to The Venue of Can-ton, from 9 a.m. to 11a.m. on Satur-day, June 28. Visitors will be able to drive into the parking lot and receive prayer and a goodie bag, without get-ting out of their car.
A free indoor “yard sale” is also planned during this time and will take place inside the venue itself.“On Sunday, June 29, we will have a special morning service, beginning at 10 a.m., which will include an or-dination ceremony for the first grad-uates of our Ministers-In-Training Program,” said Pastor Fredia. “All are welcome and encouraged to at-tend.”

Native Cantonian Calvin Day had known for many years that God was calling him and his wife, Fredia, to establish a church in order to serve the Canton area.
In 1996, the Days were called to relocate to Ypsilanti, Michigan, and, while there, were trained extensive-ly by Apostle Robert Hill, his wife, Pastor Barbara Hill, and the seasoned members of the Pastoral Council at Christian Love Fellowship Minis-tries, International (CLFMI).For the next five years and through many hours of prayer, study, Bible courses and hands-on experience, the Days were molded, shaped and pre-pared to do the work of the Lord.The couple were then both or-dained as ministers, under the di-rection of the Holy Spirit, by Apos-tle Hill and the governing body of CLFMI, receiving their credentials.As they patiently waited for God’s release to launch a church, the Days made prayerful preparation. During this time, God ordered their steps to Springs of Praise World Outreach Center in Crys-tal Springs, led by Pastor Darryl 

Blankenship and his wife, Sharon. This was an insightful, multi-racial congregation who exemplified the love of Christ and really showed the Days in a tangible way how to minister effectively to ALL people. After four years of prayer, the Days began the process of estab-lishing a church. It began with just a handful of people who had ex-pressed an interest in nondenomi-national ministry.
In the initial meeting, Pastor Cal-vin Day shared the vision God had given to him, as well as some pre-liminary plans. As a result, Day and his wife, five adult supporters and five children held their first wor-ship service on July 10, 2005, at 

357 West Peace Street in Canton, still known today as Greater Love Worship Center.
“In the years that followed, God has blessed the ministry,” said Pas-tor Fredia. “He has taken us through times of growth, weeding out, ma-turing, refocusing and regrowth. In September 2008, we purchased the building, and, during the sum-mer of 2010, we built the sanctuary we’re now in.”

As they embrace the work that God has placed in their hands, the Days strive to ensure that the vi-sion of the church remains the driv-ing force behind all that is said and done from that institution.The leaders and members of Great-

er Love Worship Center seek to be a body of believers, disciples of Christ, sanctified to the purposes of God, holy in character and conduct.In addition to the Sunday morn-ing service, GLWC also offers Enriched Adult Bible Study, King-dom Kidz Youth Ministry, Minis-ters-In-Training Program and the Pregnancy Resource Room.The Venue of Canton features Christian entertainment, and the stage play Are You Ready? will be sponsored by the church and per-formed locally in early 2026.For more information on Greater Love Worship Center, contact Pas-tor Calvin Day at 601-624-1462 or Pastor Fredia Day at 601-624-3440.
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Canton church celebrates twenty-year milestone

Greater Love Worship Center
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King Jr., Stokely Carmichael, and 

other activists continued the march. 

On June 23, the marchers arrived in 

Canton and tried to erect tents here on 

the grounds of McNeal Elementary 

School, where they were tear-gassed 

by the Mississippi Highway Patrol. 

Despite several injuries, the marchers 

returned the next night and then con-

tinued the march toward Jackson.”

Canton Tourism issued a statement 

in conjunction with the event:

“Canton remembers. Canton hon-

ors. We honored history at McNeal 

Elementary with the unveiling of the 

March Against Fear marker, a perma-

nent tribute to the brave voices who 

stood for justice — right here in Can-

ton. Thank you to all who made this 

moment possible.”
“The unveiling of the March Against 

Fear marker at McNeal Elementa-

ry School was more than a ceremo-

ny — it was a moment of reflection, 

gratitude and remembrance. We are 

honored to permanently recognize 

the courageous actions of those who 

walked before us and to share this his-

tory with future generations in Can-

ton.”
The marker stands as a lasting re-

minder of the events that took place in 

Canton and serves as an educational 

resource for the community.
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A new marker was recently unveiled 

at McNeal Elementary School in Can-

ton to commemorate the city’s role in 

the 1966 March Against Fear.

The event, organized by the Can-

ton Convention and Visitors Bureau, 

highlighted a pivotal moment in civ-

il rights history. On June 23, 1966, 

civil rights marchers arrived in Can-

ton and attempted to set up tents on 

the grounds of McNeal Elementary 

School. According to the newly-in-

stalled marker, the group was tear-

gassed by the Mississippi Highway 

Patrol. Despite several injuries, the 

marchers returned the following night 

and continued their journey toward 

Jackson.
The March Against Fear began in 

1966 when civil rights activist James 

Meredith set out to walk from Mem-

phis to Jackson to challenge voter 

intimidation and inspire civic engage-

ment. After Meredith was wounded 

in an assassination attempt on June 6, 

leaders, including Martin Luther King 

Jr. and Stokely Carmichael, joined the 

effort and continued the march.

The text on the marker reads:

“In 1966, civil rights activist James 

Meredith began the March Against 

Fear from Memphis to Jackson. On 

June 6, Meredith was wounded in an 

assassination attempt. Martin Luther 

Canton unveils marker 

honoring March Against Fear
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Canton Public School District (CPSD) Superintendent Gary Han-
nah has 

offi cially 
announced 
his res-

ignation, 
accept-

ing a new 
position 

as Chief 
of Staff 
for Mem-
phis-Shel-
by County 
Schools.In a message to the CPSD commu-nity, Hannah said the decision came after “careful consideration and prayer” and cited the opportunity to be closer to home and spend more time with family.

“As I refl ect on my tenure as super-intendent of Canton Public Schools, I fi nd myself fi lled with a mixture of gratitude and nostalgia,” Hannah wrote. “My time here has come to a heartfelt conclusion, and I want to take a moment to express how deep-ly I appreciate each one of you.”Hannah’s farewell letter highlighted 

his appreciation for the CPSD staff, board members and the greater Can-ton community. He acknowledged the district’s collective efforts in supporting scholars and fostering a nurturing educational environment.“The memories we’ve created to-gether - fi lled with triumphs and challenges - will forever hold a special place in my heart,” he wrote. “I will genuinely miss the camara-derie, the collab-
orations and the laughter we’ve shared.”
Hannah extend-

ed his gratitude to the CPSD Board of Trustees, stakehold-ers and families for their continued support during his tenure.
There was no immediate announce-ment regarding interim leadership or the process for selecting a new superintendent. The Canton Public School District has named veteran educator and administrator Dwight J. Luckett Sr., Ed.S., as its interim superintendent, marking his second 

Canton Public School District announces new interim superintendent
appointment to the position.Luckett brings more than three de-cades of experience in public edu-cation, including previously serving as the district’s full-time superinten-dent from 2006 to 2014 and as inter-im superintendent in 2018. Known for his transformative leadership, he helped raise student achievement, increase graduation rates, and improve the district’s academic standing during his earlier tenure.

“We are excited to welcome Mr. Luckett back to the Canton Public School District,” the district said in a state-ment. “His proven track record and commitment to student success make him the ideal leader to guide us through this period of transition.”Under his previous leadership, Luckett oversaw the construction of two new schools and a state-of-the-art football stadium—all without the need for a bond referendum. He also helped establish pre-kindergarten 

classes and implemented a fi ve-year strategic plan for the district.Beyond Canton, Luckett has served in multiple interim leadership roles, including interim superintendent for Kosciusko Public School District and interim principal of Nichols Middle School. Earlier in his career, he held key roles such as principal of East Side High School in Cleve-land and assistant principal at Velma Jackson High School.Luckett holds a bachelor’s degree from St. Edward’s University and both a master’s and specialist de-gree in educational leadership from Delta State University. He is also a past president of the Mississippi As-sociation of School Superintendents and currently serves on the Madison County Economic Development Au-thority board, where he was chair-man in 2018.
District offi cials said they are cofi -dent Luckett’s return will bring sta-bility, continuity, and renewed mo-mentum for students, educators, and families alike.
“We look forward to working to-gether as we continue elevating minds and empowering possibili-ties,” the statement read.

Canton Board of Aldermen covers operations, safety and budget in July meetingsSpecial to The Canton News 

The City of Canton Board of Al-dermen and Alderwomen met sever-al times in July to address citywide priorities, ranging from infrastructure and public safety to personnel matters and fi nancial approvals.The July 1 regular meeting opened with presentations from Jackie Ard, Courtney Rainey, Stan Beasley, Neel Shaffer and Waggoner Engineering. Department heads, including Police Chief Otha Brown, Fire Chief Ken-na Pierce and Public Works Director Tony Coffer, provided updates on on-going operations. During the meeting, the Board authorized the mayor or his designee to respond to the Natural Re-source Conservation Service (NRCS), selecting the Sponsorship Agreement 

as the City’s preferred funding meth-od for watershed plan development under the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Operations Pro-gram. 
The 

Board 
also 
en-

tered 
exec-
utive 
ses-
sion 

to dis-
cuss 

two personnel matters related to job performance or mental health, one un-der supervision and fi nance, and the other in building and zoning.

Later that same day, the Board held a special-called meeting. Among the actions taken was the approval of a $65.71 payment due to a Fuelman card 
mal-
func-
tion 
and 

autho-
rization 
to pur-
chase 
ten 

Mobile 
Field 
Inter-view (MIFI) units for the Police De-partment at a monthly cost of $369.90. The Board passed a resolution to change authorized signatories on City 

accounts and made an appointment for Mayor Pro-Tempore. They also approved municipal bond renewals for City offi cials and employees, au-thorized the cleaning and marking of Nissan City vehicles, and designated a point of contact for audit coordination with the Department of Revenue and the Mississippi State Auditor’s Of-fi ce. Additional business included ap-proving a change of locks and codes for City Hall and the Mayor’s offi ce, granting access to specifi c City offi -cials. The Board also considered the installation of speed bumps on Martin Luther King Drive and Adeline Street, and approved minutes from two pre-vious meetings held on June 17 and June 23.
cont. on page 20
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Canton rolls out the red carpet for 

The Girl in the River

Special to The Canton News 

Hollywood returns to Canton with a 

star-studded cast and major econom-

ic impact.
Canton, Mississippi, is once again 

in the spotlight as The Girl in the 

River begins filming in the historic 

city. Known for its cinematic legacy, 

Canton has long been a premier film-

ing location in the state.

Mayor Tim Taylor welcomed the 

cast and crew to the city. “We are 

proud that Canton continues to attract 

major productions, and we thank the 

filmmakers for choosing our commu-

nity,” he said.
Canton Tourism Director Jo Ann 

Gordon praised the production team. 

“We are grateful to Andrew Stevens, 

Rick Moore, and Joe Lemmon for 

bringing the production of The Girl 

in the River to Canton. Andrew Ste-

vens has created eight film oppor-

tunities for the City of Canton and 

eleven total for Mississippi. Our goal 

since filming the Eudora Welty docu-

mentary in 1987 is to establish Can-

ton as the Movie Capital of Missis-

sippi, while also building, in concert 

with the Mississippi Film Office, a 

crew base second to none,” she said.

Gordon added, “The crew has been 

absolutely the most professional 

group of individuals and has treat-

ed Canton with such great respect 

and care. The continued presence 

of noted actors and actresses in our 

community is a compliment to the 

people of Canton, Madison County, 

and Mississippi. Our locals go out of 

their way to welcome these celebri-

ties with true hospitality and charm.”

The production, led by Stevens, 

marks his eleventh film in Mississip-

pi and eighth in Canton. The film fea-

tures award-winning actress Tiffany 

Haddish, along with Ralph Macchio, 

Maggie Grace, and Devon Sawa, 

sparking excitement among locals.

Film productions bring a significant 

economic boost to Canton. Gordon 

noted, “We strive to attract film 

projects on an ongoing basis. They 

bring great energy and excitement, 

but best of all they bring economic 

impact, workforce development, and 

job creation. Many thanks to Mayor 

Taylor, the Canton Board of Alder-

men, the citizens and businesses of 

Canton, and the Madison County 

Board of Supervisors for their con-

tinued support of Mississippi’s film 

industry.”
The movie also marks the feature 

film debut of European writer-direc-

tor Brando Benetton, with Executive 

Producer Rick Moore, a Mississippi 

native, helping bring the project to 

life.
As cameras roll, Canton continues 

to prove it is a film-friendly desti-

nation, showcasing the city’s char-

acter, talent, and hospitality to the 

world.

Photo courtesy by David Wiggins Photography
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By Courtney Warren

For Dr. James L. Coleman Jr., healthcare is about more than treat-ment. It’s about trust.For more than nine years, Coleman has dedicated his career to G.A. Car-michael Family Health Center, guid-ing the Canton-based organization with a steady belief that when staff grow, patients thrive. A proud mem-ber of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., he brings the values of lead-ership, mentorship and community uplift into every decision he makes.That philosophy is rooted in both his own journey and the legacy of Dr. George Albert Carmichael, the health center’s namesake. Dr. Car-michael, a pioneering Black physi-cian and fellow Kappa, spent more than 50 years knocking on doors and opening pathways to care in Canton. Today, Coleman carries that mission forward, ensuring those doors re-main open for generations to come.At the heart of his leadership is a mantra: “Educating and Elevating, Because Better Teams Create Bet-ter Care.” Coleman said that at G.A. Carmichael, building people is cen-tral to building healthier communi-ties.

“One of my leading mantras related to GA and our staff is this: ‘At GA, we build people,’” he said. “Many at GA came to our organization with-out degrees, without skill sets, and without training in a specific area, but they have been given opportuni-ties to grow. Be-cause they’ve been helped and built, the expectation is to return that back to our patients in the provision of quality care.”
That investment in staff development has translated into broader services for families across central Mississippi. Under Coleman’s leadership, G.A. Carmichael has ex-panded OB/GYN, dental, internal medicine, pharmacy and behavioral health care. School-based health centers bring care di-rectly to students, while programs such as the 340B Prescription Pro-gram, a Sliding Fee Schedule and a 

dedicated outreach team ensure that no family is left behind.Coleman said it’s hard to single out one community partnership as most impactful because each meets a dif-ferent need.
“Our partnership with schools allows us to keep well children well and help sick children become well, often without parents having to leave work,” he explained. “Our partnership with the City of Canton helps cut costs for busi-nesses and employees by expanding care in non-traditional ways. And our national re-search collaborations allow us to show the importance of partner-ships and share best practices more broadly. Because each targets a different pop-ulation, they all carry equal impor-tance.”

Those partnerships have placed G.A. Carmichael at the forefront of research and innovation. Through 

the Jackson Heart Study Community Engagement Center, the organiza-tion became one of the first federally qualified health centers in the nation to receive a major National Institutes of Health research contract.Looking ahead, Coleman said his focus is on helping Mississippi re-write its health story.“The most important change I hope to see in the next five years is help-ing well citizens stay well and help-ing sick people become well and maintain their status of being well,” he said. “We have created a new Of-fice of Population Health that will examine disparities, seek funding and build partnerships to invest in the health of our population.”The motto “Genuine Always” serves as both a promise and a phi-losophy, Coleman said. It represents care delivered with dignity, respect, privacy and accessibility — no mat-ter a patient’s income or circum-stances.
“Our motto ‘Genuine Always’ is a pledge that every patient at G.A. Carmichael will experience care that is authentic, compassionate and grounded in trust and dignity,” he said.

‘Genuine Always’: Dr. James Coleman leads G.A. Carmichael 
with commitment to community care

Sp
ec

ia
l t

o 
Th

e 
C

an
to

n 
N

ew
s

Dr. James L. Coleman Jr.
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Multi-Dose Packaging now available!  Organize your 
medication by date and time in easy to take packages.  
Stop the confusion - and take the correct 
medications at the correct time. 
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By Courtney Warren

As the autumn leaves start to fall 
and the holidays approach, there 
is no better time to appreciate the 
small-town charm and big-city his-
tory that make Canton a truly spe-
cial place to live. Our community is 
rich with unique history, cinematic 
fame and treasured traditions.
The Canton News is sharing ten 

reasons why we are thankful for 
Canton this season:
One: The Movie Capital of 

Mississippi. Our quaint, pictur-
esque streets and historic square 
have long captured Hollywood’s 
attention. Canton has served as 
the filming location for five major 
feature films, earning us the proud 
nickname, “The Movie Capital of 
Mississippi.”
Two: The National Register 

Historic District. The Canton 
Courthouse Square Historic Dis-

trict, surrounding our beautiful 
Greek Revival courthouse built in 
1855, was entered into the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1982. 
It is considered one of the three best 
examples of its kind in the state.
Three: The World-Famous Flea 

Market. Twice a year, our down-
town square transforms into the 
nationally-famous Canton Flea 
Market Arts and Crafts Show. The 
market, which started modestly in 
1965, now attracts up to one hun-
dred thousand visitors annually, 
making it one of the largest outdoor 
craft markets in the South.
Four: The Bright Lights of 

Christmas. Canton celebrates the 
holiday season with the spectacular 
Victorian Christmas Festival, also 
known as the “City of Lights.” The 
monthlong festival transforms the 
square with thousands of twinkling 
lights and festive displays, drawing 
visitors from across the region.

Five: A Cradle of Art. Canton 
is the birthplace of the Mississippi 
Art Colony, which holds the dis-
tinction of being the oldest continu-
ous, self-governed art colony in the 
country. Its legacy is documented 
at the Smithsonian Institute.
Six: Our Architectural Gem. 

The Madison County Courthouse, 
built in 1855, remains one of only 
seven pre-Civil War courthouses in 
Mississippi that is in an unaltered 
condition. Its Georgian architecture 
and large dome (twice protected 
from removal by the insistence of 
local women) stand as a center-
piece of local history.
Seven: The Historic Old Jail. 

The Old Madison County Jail, con-
structed in 1870, served the county 
for 99 years and is also listed on the 
National Register of Historic Plac-
es, preserving a unique part of local 
law enforcement history.
Eight: The Blues Trail Con-

nection. Music lovers can celebrate 
our connection to the rich musical 
legacy of the state. Canton is part 
of the famed Mississippi Blues 
Trail, celebrating the area’s contri-
butions to the genre, including its 
ties to blues legend Elmore James.
Nine: Community and Com-

merce. Home to major facilities 
like the Nissan assembly plant, 
Canton enjoys the best of both 
worlds: small-town charm with 
access to modern industry, provid-
ing economic opportunity within a 
close-knit community setting.
Ten: A Place for All Stories. 

The Canton Multicultural Center 
and Museum provides a dedicat-
ed space focusing on the life and 
struggles of African Americans in 
Canton and Madison County, en-
suring the diverse heritage and piv-
otal role of the Civil Rights move-
ment in our area are remembered 
and celebrated.

Ten Reasons 

to Be Thankful 

for Our Little 

Slice of Mississippi 

Heaven
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By Courtney Warren

The Canton Christmas Festival, also 

known as the “City of Lights,” has offi-

cially kicked off its spectacular holiday 

run. The festival is open nightly from 5 

p.m. to 9 p.m. and will continue through 

December 23, 2025, with a scheduled 

closure only from December 1 through 

December 4. Visitors will find a wide 

array of attractions around the Historic 

Canton Square, including Rudolph’s 

Playground, fire truck and train rides, 

an 18-foot walk-through gift box, 

and the iconic 3-story Christmas tree. 

New this year is the snowman 16-foot 

walk through, now located at 184 East 

Center Street, alongside the caterpillar 

32-foot-long walk through and Santa’s 

Cookie Stop. The festival will also cel-

ebrate America 250 with patriotic dis-

plays throughout The Square.

Families are invited to immerse 

themselves in the festival’s interac-

tive areas. The beloved storyteller, 

Mrs. Claus, is back and bringing extra 

Christmas magic this year. Her home 

has received an upgrade, allowing 

families to explore her beautiful new 

location, get cozy, and enjoy her magi-

cal tales away from the winter chill—a 

perfect little escape children will talk 

about all season long. Other immersive 

spots include the Christmas Interac-

tive Village (featuring the Reindeer 

Barn, Frosty’s House, and Rudolph’s 

House) and Santa’s Snow Village, 

which offers a peek into Santa’s pic-

turesque hometown. Children can also 

enjoy classic entertainment on the 

old-fashioned carousel, antique cars, 

and the Sky Race. For history buffs 

and animation lovers, the Christmas 

Animation Museum and I Spy brings 

Canton’s history to life with Christmas 

magic, showcasing the Elves’ Top 10 

Favorite Toys.
While the initial Merchants’ Open 

House Weekend has concluded, the 

town square will host several special 

events throughout December. The Sin-

galong Fest with the Best and Photos 

with Santa (at 137 West Peace Street) 

will return, running December 5-7, and 

again from December 12-23. Similarly, 

horse-drawn carriage rides around 

the Historic Square will be offered Fri-

day and Saturday, December 5 and 6, 

as well as from December 12-23. An-

other event Cantonians are encouraged 

to mark their calendars for is the 19th 

Annual Holiday Sip ‘N Cider on 

December 12, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., 

where participating merchants will of-

fer warm cider and host competitions.

Access to many attractions requires 

tickets. Individual tickets cost 

$2, but guests can purchase a 

sheet of 25 tickets for $25. 

Rides like the fire truck, 

carousel, Sky Race, and 

antique cars require 2 

tickets each, while the 

wagon train requires 

3 tickets. The horse-

drawn carriage rides 

and Christmas Village 

require 5 tickets per 

person. Attendees are 

reminded that only cash 

or major credit cards 

are accepted, and all 

ticket sales are final. For 

more information, visit 

CantonTourism.com.
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Canton Christmas 

Festival underway: 

don’t miss the magic!
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

How to help prevent home christmas tree fires
Special to The Canton News 
For all the joy and beauty Christmas trees bring, it’s important to remember that they are large combustible items that present potential fire hazards in the home. This blog provides an overview of home Christmas tree fires and tips from Nation-al Fire Prevention Association (NFPA) to help you stay safer this holiday season. How common are Christmas tree fires?

Between 2018 and 2022, fire depart-ments in the United States responded to an annual average of 155 home structure fires caused by Christmas trees. On average, these fires resulted in four civilian deaths, seven civilian injuries, and $15 million in direct property damage each year. NFPA data indicates that fires involving fresh Christmas trees tend to be more common than artificial tree fires.Overall, home Christmas tree fires don’t 

happen often—fires involving candles happen roughly 38 times more frequent-ly in the U.S., for comparison—but when Christmas tree fires do occur, especially involving fresh Christmas trees, they’re likely to be serious. That’s in part because fresh Christmas trees dry out over time, making them more flammable the longer they’re in the home. A dried-out Christ-mas tree will burn much more quickly than a well-watered one.What causes Christmas tree fires? According to the latest statistics from NFPA, lighting and electrical equipment cause most Christmas tree fires in the home. According to the research: • Electrical distribution or lighting equipment was involved in more than two in five (41 percent) home Christmas tree fires.• One in five (20 percent) home Christmas tree fires were started by lamps or bulbs. 

• More than one in 10 (11 percent) home Christmas tree fires were start-ed by candles.• Two in five (40 percent) home Christmas tree fires started in the living room.Tips for staying saferNFPA offers a number of safety tips to help you stay safer while picking, putting up, decorating, and disposing of a Christ-mas tree, including: • Test a fresh Christmas tree before purchasing it by running your hands along one of its branches. If you end up with more than a few needles, it’s a sign that the tree may be too dry.• After selecting a fresh tree, cut 2 inches (5 cm) from the base of the trunk before placing it in the stand. Add water daily to keep the tree well hydrated.• Trees should be placed at least 3 feet (1 m) away from any heat source, 

such as fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents, or lights.• Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.• Ensure that decorative Christmas tree lights are in good working or-der and used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, keeping in mind that some lights are designed for indoor or outdoor use only, while others can be used for both.• When purchasing new Christmas tree lights, make sure they bear the mark of an independent, qualified testing laboratory, which ensures that the product has been tested to meet established safety standards.After ChristmasGet rid of the tree after Christmas or when it is dry. Dried-out trees are a fire danger and should not be left in the home or garage or placed outside against the home. 
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LOCAL HOMETOWN 
SERVICE

By Courtney Warren

Canton Elementary School recently 
announced Ms. Leneisha Pendleton 
as the 2025–26 Parent of the Year. 
School officials say she is being hon-
ored for her outstanding dedication, 
support and involvement in the school 
community.
Ms. Pendleton serves as the presi-

dent of Canton Elementary School’s 
PTO. Under her leadership, the PTO’s 
first fundraiser raised nearly $10,000.
The school recognized her strong 

leadership, communication and or-
ganizational skills, which she uses to 
motivate families, manage meetings 
and support school events.

Ms. Pendleton is also a co-owner of 
Little Tots Learning Center in Canton. 
The center serves children and the 
community through events such as 
annual Autism Awareness programs, 
the first Autism Prom in 2025, and 
a Breast Cancer Awareness pumpkin 
project displayed at City Hall. The 
learning center also participates in the 
Canton High School Homecoming 
parade, winning multiple first-place 
float awards.
Ms. Pendleton is described as a dy-

namic parent who is loved by the 
entire CES family. School officials 
noted, “Your commitment makes a 
difference in the lives of our scholars 
and staff every day!”

Pendleton named Canton 
Elementary Parent of the Year

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

The Canton High School (CHS) 
band, the CHS Baby Boom of the 
South, claimed the overall champion-
ship title at the annual Leake County 
High School Battle of the Bands on 
Saturday, earning three trophies for 
the evening.
The Baby Boom of the South secured 

first place in Division Two and was 
awarded the trophy for best drumline 

before being named the grand cham-
pions of the competition.
Band director Mr. Muhammad re-

ceived special recognition for his 
leadership and motivation, which 
school officials credit as instrumental 
in guiding the talented group.
“We are incredibly proud of our 

scholars and their dedication, disci-
pline, and musical talent,” a school 
representative said. “Way to go, Ti-
gers!”

CHS Band wins Grand 
Championship at Battle of the Bands

Special to The Canton News 
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Happy New Year
Make life insurance protection 
your New Year’s Resolution. 

Call us for a free consultation!

from Arnel Bolden-State Farm Insurance!

601-859-8554

By Courtney Warren

I absolutely love December! Not 
only is it Christmas season, but it’s 
book awards! All over we get to 
see the best books of 2025. 
I tracked 
my own 
books this 
year, and 
my abso-
lute fa-
vorite (yes 
I made a 
bracket and 
everything) 

was Atmo-
sphere by 
Taylor Jen-
kins Reid. 
Here is a 
breakdown of 
the big winners of 2025. Add a 
few to your list! 

Starting with adult fiction, 
The 

Booker 
Prize 
was 

award-
ed to 
David 

Szalay’s 
novel, 

Flesh, a 
hypnot-
ic story 
that fol-
lows the 
life of 

an emo- tionally 
detached man, 

providing 
a spare yet 

powerful 
picture of 
modern mas-
culinity and 
the impact of 
lingering trau-
ma. 
Percival Ev-

erett’s James 
took home the 
Pulitzer Prize 
for Fiction, 
earning praise as a brilliant, ac-
tion-packed re- consideration 
of Adventures 
of Huckleber-
ry Finn told 
from the en-
slaved char-
acter Jim’s 
point of view, 

illustrating 
the absurdity 
of racial su-
premacy. 
For its 
emotional 

depth, Yael 
van der 
Wouden’s 

debut novel, The 
Safekeep, won the Women’s Prize 
for Fiction for its intimate and un-

settling explora-
tion of repressed 
desire and histor-
ical amnesia in 
the aftermath of 
World War II. 
In fantasy, the 

Hugo Award 
for Best Nov-
el went to 
Robert Jack-
son Ben-
nett’s The 

Tainted 
Cup, a 
brilliant 
and imaginative 
mystery set in a fantastical 
world where a detective must 
solve a terrifying locked-room 
murder by blending epic fan-

tasy with a compelling whodunit 
structure.

In the 
realm of 
children’s 
literature, 
the Amer-
ican Li-

brary 
Associa-
tion an-
nounced 
its most 
presti-
gious 

awards. The John 
Newbery Medal for the most distin-
guished contribution 

to chil-
dren’s 
litera-

ture was 
awarded 
to Erin 
Entrada 

Kelly 
for her 
novel, 

The 
First 
State 

of 
Being. 
This 

compelling specu-
lative fiction story, set in 1999, 

follows a lonely 
boy who 
befriends 

a teenager 
who claims 
to be a time 
traveler from 
200 years in 
the future, 
grounding its 
mind-bending 

concepts with 
real relationships 
and a major prob-
lem to solve. 
The Randolph 

Caldecott Medal 
for the most distin-

guished American picture book 
was awarded to Rebecca Lee 

Kunz (illustrator) and An-
drea L. Rogers (author) for 

Chooch Helped. This warm, 
loving family story, featur-

ing dynamic mixed-media il-
lustrations, is told by an older 
sister who is struggling to be 

patient with her two-year-old 
Cherokee Nation little brother, 
Chooch, who always wants to 

“help.”
Finally, the National Book Award 

for Fiction was claimed by Rabih 
Alameddine for The True True Sto-

ry of Raja the Gullible (and 
His Moth-

er), a 
dark-

ly 
comic 
saga 

span-
ning 

six de-
cades 

in the 
life of 
a Leb-

anese 
fami-

ly, while 
Fredrik 

Backman’s My Friends 
won the Goodreads Choice Award 
for Fiction for its heartbreaking, 
humorous, and profoundly human 
exploration of the re-

demptive 
power of 
art and the 
ache of 

adoles-
cence.
Not that 
anyone 
asked, 

but I’ll 
tell you 

about 
Atmo-
sphere, 

any-
way. 

It ac-
tually 

won the Goodreads 
Choice Award for Histori-
cal Fiction! It’s set in the 
1980s and is all about one 
of the first women scien-
tists selected for NASA’s 
space shuttle program, 
Joan Goodwin, and how 
she unexpectedly falls 
for a fellow astronaut 
candidate, Vanessa Ford, 
while they train. It’s a 
total emotional roller-
coaster, seriously thrill-
ing, and also such a 
beautiful, tender love 
story amidst all the 
high-stakes astronaut 
drama—I literally 

couldn’t put it down.

On the Shelf: The best books of 2025
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“It all started with aSpecial to The Canton News 

Fifth-grade scientists in Ms. Mc-
Mellon’s class at Canton Elemen-
tary School recently reviewed the 
properties of matter by working 
together to complete a unique es-

cape room challenge.
The students worked collabora-

tively to solve problems related to 
the concept, successfully utilizing 
an engaging, hands-on method to 
reinforce their learning.

Fifth graders review properties 
of matter with escape room

Special to The Canton News 
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Special to The Canton News 

The Mississippi State Board of Edu-
cation (SBE) is seeking applications 
from high school sophomores to 
serve as the new high school junior 
student representative on the SBE for 
the 2026-27 school year. The appli-
cation deadline is January 30, 2026.
Now in its eighth year, the Student 

Representatives of the Mississippi 
State Board 
of Education 
program in-
cludes a high 
school junior 
and a high 
school senior 
who serve as 

non-voting 
SBE members to share their view-
points on policy decisions regarding 
Mississippi public schools.
 The current SBE junior represen-

tative, Michelle Xie of Oak Grove 
High School, will serve as the senior 
representative in 2026-27. Through 
a competitive process, the SBE will 
appoint a new junior representative 
to serve a two-year term starting July 
1, 2026. 
The top ten semi-finalists among ap-

plicants, including the junior repre-
sentative appointed and an alternate 

representative, automatically get to 
serve on the State Superintendent’s 
Student Advisory Council. There 
were thirty students who were eligi-
ble applicants for the 2025-26 junior 
representative position.
The SBE adopted policy in 2018 

outlining criteria for adding student 
representatives to the State Board. 
Student representatives are respon-
sible for attending monthly SBE 

meetings and any 
standing commit-
tees or subcom-
mittees to which 
they are assigned. 
They are excused 
from school to at-
tend SBE meetings 
as official school 

business, and they also work as liai-
sons for their peers to SBE.
The application packet must be 

mailed and postmarked by January 
30, 2026, and a video component of 
the application must be uploaded that 
day by 5 p.m. To access the appli-
cation, visit MDEK12.org/mbe/Stu-
dent-Representatives-Of-The-Mis-

sissippi-State-Board-Of-Education/.
For more information, contact 

Sherry Bombich at 601-359-9714 
or by email to SBombich@mdek12.
org.

Board of Education seeks high school 
sophomores as representatives

Courtesy of The Canton-Madison County 
Historical Society

A look at a 1947 C. & C. Stores 
ad from the Canton area, showing a 
3-pound can of Snowdrift shortening 

Way Back When: Holiday ads

for only $1.29! This was the price of 
holiday baking essentials 78 years ago! 
What staples on this list are still on your 
grocery list today?

Photo courtesy of The Canton-Madison County Historical Society
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Special to The Canton News 

The BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir cel-
ebrated its 25th anniversary in Jackson, 
Mississippi, on Saturday, November 
22, 2025. The celebration was inspired 
by the current BAPS spiritual leader, 
His Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj.
The event was attended by BAPS 

Saints and several state and local offi-
cials, including:

●	 Mississippi State Auditor Shad 
White
●	 Jackson City’s Former Mayor 
Harvey Johnson
●	 Canton Police Chief Otha Brown

Chief Otha Brown also represented 
and participated on behalf of Canton 
Mayor Timothy C. Taylor. Mayor Tay-
lor recognized the importance of cul-
tural diversity, religious freedom and 
interfaith understanding, noting that 

BAPS temple celebrates 25th anniversary in Jackson

these values enrich society.
The BAPS temple in Jackson offers 

a spiritual space for hundreds of fam-
ilies, providing worship, fellowship, 
communal meals, and educational and 
youth activities to encourage lives of 
integrity and character.
The temple embodies the words of 

His Holiness Pramukh Swaminaraj, 
“In the joy of others lies our own,” 
through various community outreach 

efforts. These efforts include health 
fairs, blood donation drives, food 
drives, walkathons and disaster relief 
work.
The celebration was organized by 

Temple Coordinator Mr. Rakesh Patel 
and outreach coordinators Mr. Nayan 
Mehtaand Mr. Jignesh Patel. The or-
ganizing team expressed gratitude to 
Mayor Taylor, Chief Brown and the 
City of Canton.

All photos Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

A brand new year has arrived, and I am 
so excited to see what 2026 brings for 
all Cantonians. As I look back and re-
flect on the year 2025, I am filled with 
gratitude, an inspiration that shaped the 
design for our front page this year. Can-
ton is full of so many special people, and 
what a blessing it is to be a part of it all!
Growing up in Georgia and then mov-

ing here for college, I never imagined 
I would end up in tiny little Canton. I 
grew up in a large town, so spending 
time in the small towns all over Missis-
sippi was something new to me. Walk-
ing into the football stadium at Canton 
Academy and thinking I was only go-
ing to meet a few people was a joke—I 
was introduced to everyone! And what a 
wonderful introduction it was. 
I have loved writing every feature sto-

ry, taking photos, and exploring what 
makes Canton special. Looking back at 
2025, we had the privilege of highlight-
ing countless community milestones 
throughout the year, as featured in The 
Canton News archives:

●	 (Jan - Mar): We celebrated our 
community’s heritage with coverage 
of the vibrant 2025 Canton Black 
History Parade and shared stories 
from the Canton Hometown Market, 
kicking off the year on a high note.
●	 (Apr - Jun): We cheered on our 
students as the Canton High School 
Tiger Tycoons received a financial 
literacy grant, and we covered the 
excitement of the bi-annual Canton 

Flea Market Arts & Crafts Show and 
the popular Ladies’ Night Out on the 
Square.
●	 (Jul - Sep): We highlighted the 
Canton Young Filmmakers Work-
shop, which fostered the talents of 
our young creatives, and shared the 
inspiring story of a 90-year-old Can-
tonian who credited their long life to 

faith and joy.
●	 (Oct - Dec): We celebrated victory 
as the Canton Panthers athletic teams 
claimed the 2A MAIS state title, and 
we showcased the magic of the Can-
ton Christmas Festival, also known as 
the “City of Lights.”

I give a huge thank you to Canton 
Tourism. It is a wealth of information 

Letter from the Editor: A Look Back and a Look Ahead

Special to The Canton News 

and history. If you haven’t stopped by, 
you absolutely must go introduce your-
self.
As we move forward into 2026, I am 

excited to see what the new year brings. 
I can’t wait to see what interesting peo-
ple we will feature, what students we 
will celebrate, and how our businesses 
will flourish.
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By Courtney Warren

The Canton-Madison County Histor-
ical Society held its annual Christmas 
Open House at the historic Old Jail in 
December, welcoming families and vis-
itors to celebrate the holiday season in 
the community space.
The event, titled “Christmas at the Old 

Jail,” took place over three days at the 
jail, located at 234 East Fulton Street.
The Historical Society warmly invited 

the public to see the building lit up for 
the holiday, enjoy light refreshments, 
and meet new friends. Visitors were 
encouraged to stop by while in town 
seeing the Christmas lights on the Can-
ton Square.
The Old Madison County Jail is rec-

ognized as one of the best-preserved 
19th-century penal facilities still exist-
ing in Mississippi. The two-story brick 
structure was erected between 1870 
and 1871 and is significant as an ex-
ample of post-Civil War architecture. 

The building has an interesting con-
trast, with the front section designed as 
a residential space for the jailer and his 
family, and the ominous cell block lo-
cated to the rear. 
The jail served the county for 99 

years, operating until 1969. It was indi-
vidually listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1979. Today, the 
building serves as the headquarters for 
the Canton-Madison County Historical 
Society.

Historical Society hosts Open House at Canton’s Old Jail

Photo courtesy of Canton-Madison County Historical Society  

By Courtney Warren

Canton Career Center student Alexan-
dria Luckett was named the Canton Ca-
reer Center National Technical Honor 
Society (NTHS) Chapter Outstanding 
Student of the Year at the recent NTHS 
State Conference.
Luckett received the chapter’s high-

est individual honor for her outstand-
ing achievement, dedication and com-
mitment to the ideals of the National 
Technical Honor Society. Each chapter 
chooses its own recipient for this pres-
tigious award.
The Canton Career Center NTHS 

chapter officers also represented their 
school during the Awards Night at the 
conference, which was held in Brandon. 
The officers, whose theme for the event 
was “Lighting the Way,” are:
●	President - Nelly Rosales
●	Vice President - Alexandria Luckett
●	Treasurer - Henser Vicente
●	Social Media Officer - Madisyn 

Brim
●	Secretary - Zihomara Lopez Felix
In addition to the officer recognition, 

the chapter also honored two members 
with the Senior Spotlight Award:
●	Arianna Williams and Keiston Flem-

ing received the award for outstanding 

achievement, dedication and commit-
ment to the NTHS ideals.
The awards were part of the two-day 

NTHS State Conference, which fo-
cused on real-world readiness. Career 
Center scholars participated in hands-
on activities and workshops aimed at 

preparing them for life beyond high 
school, including building résumés and 
sharpening job application skills.
School officials praised the group’s 

performance and recognized their suc-
cess with an emphatic “Awesome job, 
Tigers!”

Canton NTHS chapter excels at state conference

Special to The Canton News 
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NTHS state conference emphasizes real-world readiness

By Courtney Warren

Canton Career Center scholars partic-
ipated in the recent National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) State Confer-
ence, which concluded following two 
days of impactful activities and work-
shops.
The conference, themed “Lighting 

the Way,” focuses on career and tech-
nical students’ leadership and future 
paths. The theme uses candle-lighting 
ceremonies to symbolize guiding stu-
dents toward success in CTE fields.
Scholars participated in various 

hands-on activities and workshops 
focused on real-world readiness. Key 
topics included:

●	 Building strong résumés, with a 
workshop titled “Turn Obstacles Into 
Opportunities with Your Resume” 
led by Justin Wilcher (ECCC).
●	 Sharpening job application skills 
in the workshop “Get Hired: Appli-
cation Tips That Work”.
●	 Working through a life-beyond-
high-school simulation booklet.

●	 A workshop titled “Real World 
Challenge” led by Kimberly Usry.
●	 A workshop titled “Survivor Is-
land” led by a State Officer.

Students gained valuable knowledge, 
practical tools and confidence to take 
their next steps. School officials called 
it a successful conference for the Ti-
gers.

Special to The Canton News 
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Special to The Canton News 

The American Subcontractors As-
sociation of Mississippi (ASA of 
MS) recently 
announced that 
Joel Waters has 
been hired as 
their new Exec-
utive Director.
Waters is the 

former Execu-
tive Director of 
the Mississippi 
Concrete Asso-
ciation, serving 
from 2016 to 
2025, and has 
been instru-
mental in their 
growth and 
success. Prior 
to 2016, Waters 
was Executive 
Director of the 
Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of 
MS. 
Waters has 

also previously 
been an active board member of 
Build MS and instrumental in the 
growth of that organization, along 
with several ASA members on that 
Board.
Waters brings vast experience in 

the Mississippi Association com-
munity and has strong ties to the 
Subcontractor sector and knows 

how to operate in 
the Association 
space.
Cody Curry, 

2025-2026 ASA 
of MS Chairman 
states, “ASA of 
MS is proud to 
welcome some-
one of Joel Wa-
ters’ work histo-
ry, character and 
work ethic as 
our new Execu-
tive Director, to 
continue the suc-
cessful growth of 
ASA of MS well 
into the future.”
Waters is a 

1984 graduate 
of University of 
Southern Missis-
sippi, where he 
was a member of 

the USM baseball 
team.    
Waters and his wife Susan have 

been married for 43 years and re-
side in Madison.  They have three 
married children and five grand-
children.

Waters named ASA executive director  
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Joel Waters 

Special to The Canton News 

Leaders from G.A. Carmichael 
Family Health Center visited the 
organization’s planned Yazoo site 
today to meet with contractors and 
tour the facility.
Dr. James L. Coleman Jr., Mr. Ed-

wards, Mr. Banks and Mrs. Cuello 
participated in the walkthrough as 
construction planning continues.

The project reflects the vision and 
leadership of the organization’s 
CEO and highlights the collabora-
tion of the G.A. Carmichael team. 
Officials said they are encouraged 
by the progress and confirmed the 
project remains on schedule.
Additional updates on the devel-

opment will be shared as work con-
tinues.

G.A. Carmichael Leadership 
Visits Yazoo Expansion Site

Special to The Canton News 



January 1, 2026	 10

����������������������
��������������������

�����������������

���������
������
���
	�����������
������
�������
�����������

�������
��
����
����
���������

������
��������
����
���������
������� 
������������
������
�
��­��������������� ��
��
�������

�������

Canton officially glowed this holiday season!  We want to send a huge THANK YOU to Canton Tourism and 
Canton Municipal Utilities (CMU) for their incredible hard work in setting up the magic of the Canton Christmas 

Festival, also known as the "City of Lights."
And a massive shout-out to all the dedicated volunteers whose hands made these stunning displays possible! Your 

commitment lit up our community and brought holiday joy to all who visited the Square throughout the season. 
If you missed it, make sure to plan your trip next December—it's the best show in Mississippi!

All photos Special to The Canton News
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By Courtney Warren

Mayor William “Tim” C. Taylor 
and the City of Canton Board of Al-
dermen officially honored Judge Ke-
mesha Mumford this 
week, recognizing her 
twelve-year tenure as a 
Municipal Court Judge.
The ceremony, held 

at City Hall, served as 
a formal “thank you” 
to Judge Mumford as 
she prepares to transi-
tion from the municipal 
bench to the Mississip-
pi State Senate. During 
the presentation, May-
or Taylor praised Mum-
ford’s “outstanding 
public service, dedica-
tion, and leadership,” 
which have left a last-
ing impact on the local 
judiciary.
The formal proclama-

tion highlights several key milestones 
of her career:

•	 Decade of Service: Judge Mum-
ford faithfully served the citizens 
of Canton as a Municipal Court 
Judge for 12 years.

•	 Judicial Integrity: The city rec-
ognized her for upholding the 

rule of law with “integrity, hon-
or, professionalism, and compas-
sion” throughout her time on the 
bench.

•	 Community Impact: Her lead-
ership is credited with 
strengthening public 
confidence in the mu-
nicipal court system 
and reflecting a deep 
dedication to equity 
and justice.
The honor follows 

Mumford’s recent 
election to represent 
Mississippi Senate 
District 26. As a Can-
ton native, her move 
to the State Capitol 
is seen as a signifi-
cant milestone for the 
community she has 
served since 2013.
“The City of Canton 

takes great pride in 
her accomplishments 

and is confident that she will continue 
to serve with distinction in the Missis-
sippi State Senate,” the proclamation 
stated.
Mayor Taylor and the City Clerk, Dr. 

Chastity Anderson, joined in extend-
ing the city’s best wishes for her new 
role in the legislature.

Special to The Canton News

City of Canton Mayor’s Office 
honors Judge Kemesha Mumford
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Special to The Canton News 

A familiar, rhythmic clicking sound As 
January approaches, typically bring-
ing with it the coldest temperatures of 
the year, Canton residents are urged 
to prepare for potential cold snaps. 
The National Weather Service (NWS) 
provides essential safety tips, espe-
cially for vulnerable populations and 
pets, to help the community stay safe 
and warm.
Historically, January is the coldest 

month in Canton. Average daily high 
temperatures hover around 57°F, 
but lows typically drop to about 38°F. 
Overnight temperatures can, on occa-
sion, fall well below freezing, posing 
risks to people, pets and property.

Build Your Winter Home Emergen-
cy Kit

The NWS recommends having a 
three-day supply of essential items to 
prepare for potential power loss or be-
ing unable to leave your home:

●	 Water: At least one gallon per 
person, per day.
●	 Food: Non-perishable food 
that requires no cooking, such as 
canned goods and energy bars. In-
clude a non-electric can opener if 

necessary.
●	 Warmth: One blanket or sleep-
ing bag per person, and an extra 
change of warm clothing.
●	 Light/Communication: A flash-
light with extra batteries, and a bat-
tery-powered NOAA Weather Ra-
dio.
●	 Medical: A first aid kit and any 
essential prescription medicines.
●	 Other Needs: Items for infants, 
elderly, or disabled family members, 
and cash.

Key Safety Tips for Everyone

The NWS emphasizes taking pre-
cautions to avoid hypothermia and 
protect your home:

●	 Layer Up: Wear several layers 
of loose-fitting, lightweight, warm 
clothing rather than one heavy lay-
er. Cover your head with a hat, and 
wear mittens instead of gloves for 
better warmth.
●	 Stay Indoors: Limit time out-
doors during the coldest periods.
●	 Check Pipes: To prevent freez-
ing, insulate exposed pipes, discon-
nect outdoor hoses, and open cabi-
net doors under sinks to allow warm 
air to reach the plumbing.
●	 Prevent Carbon Monoxide Poi-

soning: Never use a gas oven to 
heat your home. Ensure fireplaces, 
wood stoves, and portable heaters 
are properly vented. Never run a 
generator inside a home, garage, or 
even near windows.
●	 Check Detectors: Test your 
smoke and carbon monoxide detec-
tors.

Special Tips for the Elderly and 
Vulnerable

Older adults are among the most 
susceptible to extreme cold and are 
at higher risk of developing hypo-
thermia, which can happen when the 
body’s temperature drops below 95˚F.

●	 Stay Connected: Check on el-
derly family members, friends, and 
neighbors frequently. Ensure they 
have adequate heat and necessary 
supplies.
●	 Dress Warmly Indoors: Encour-
age them to wear layers of clothing 
and a hat, even inside, to retain 
body heat.
●	 Stay Dry: Wet clothing should 
be removed immediately to prevent 
a dangerous drop in body tempera-
ture.
●	 Maintain Heat: Keep the thermo-
stat set no lower than 55˚F to help 

prevent pipes from freezing and 
maintain a safe indoor temperature.
Protecting Your Pets
Even with a natural coat, pets are 
vulnerable to freezing temperatures 
and should be kept safe and warm.
●	 Bring Pets Indoors: Keep your 
pets inside as much as possible, es-
pecially at night or when tempera-
tures drop below freezing.
●	 Provide Shelter: If animals must 
be outside for short periods, ensure 
they have access to a dry, draft-
free, appropriately sized shelter 
with clean, dry bedding.
●	 Food and Water: Ensure food 
and water are accessible and do not 
freeze. Dehydration is a major risk 
in cold weather.
●	 Wipe Paws: Thoroughly wipe off 
your dog’s legs and stomach after 
walks in sleet or ice, as they can in-
gest salt or harmful chemicals while 
licking their paws.

Prepare for the Cold: NWS cold weather safety tips for Canton residents
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Special to The Canton News 

The Madison County Business 
League & Foundation (MCBL&F) 
Government Affairs Committee 
hosted its annual Legislative Break-
fast on Tuesday, Dec. 16, 2025, at the 
Embassy Suites in Ridgeland.
The event served as a formal forum 

to honor the Madison County Leg-
islative delegation and to facilitate 
dialogue between the business com-
munity and state lawmakers ahead of 
the upcoming session.
During the program, Government 

Affairs Committee Chair Phil Buff-
ington officially announced the Mad-

ison County legislative priorities for 
2026. These priorities focus on fos-
tering economic growth, enhancing 
local infrastructure, and supporting 
workforce development initiatives 
throughout the county.
The gathering brought together key 

stakeholders, including local elected 
officials and business executives, to 
discuss the legislative landscape and 
the impact of state policy on the re-
gional economy.
The MCBL&F serves as the private 

sector economic development arm 
for Madison County, representing a 
diverse membership dedicated to the 
county’s long-term prosperity.

MCBL hosts Annual Legislative 
Breakfast, outlines 2026 priorities

Special to The Canton News 
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ON THE TABLE

By Courtney Warren

As the frost begins to settle on the windowpanes and the evening sun dips earlier behind the horizon, the kitchen 
at the Warren household undergoes a seasonal transformation. The teakettle is sidelined, and the heavy-bot-
tomed saucepan takes center stage.

For this family of three, the true herald of the cold season isn’t the first snowfall or the arrival of heavy coats—it 
is the smell of simmering cocoa and the distinct red-and-white label of a gallon of whole milk from Kylie Melons 
Market.

“It’s our sunset ritual,” says Berit Warren, who has perfected the ratio of chocolate to creaminess over a decade 
of chilly winters. “The kids come in with pink cheeks and cold hands, and they know that as soon as their boots 
are off, the ‘liquid gold’ is hitting the stove.”

The secret isn’t in a fancy brand of cocoa powder, but in the quality of the dairy. By using farm-fresh whole milk 
from Kylie Melons Market, the beverage achieves a velvety thickness that powdered mixes simply cannot repli-
cate. It’s a slow-down moment in a high-speed world—a sweet, steaming comfort that tastes like home.

ingredients

The Warren Family’s 
“Sunset Cocoa”

•	 2 cups whole milk from Kylie 
Melons Market

•	 2 tablespoons unsweetened 
cocoa powder

•	 2 tablespoons granulated sugar 
(adjust to taste)

•	 1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
•	 A pinch of salt
•	 Optional: Whipped cream or 

marshmallows for topping

Special to The Canton News 

instructions
1.	 Whisk Dry Goods: In a small 

saucepan, whisk together the 
cocoa powder, sugar, and salt. 
Adding a tiny splash of the milk 
to create a smooth paste first will 
prevent clumps.

2.	 Heat Gently: Pour in the remaining 
Kylie Melons Market whole milk. 
Set the burner to medium-low 
heat.

3.	 Stir Constantly: Whisk frequently 
to ensure the chocolate integrates 
and the milk doesn’t scald. Heat 
until the cocoa is steaming but not 
boiling.

4.	 Final Touch: Remove from heat 
and stir in the vanilla extract.

5.	 Serve: Pour into your favorite 
heavy mugs. Top with a generous 
dollop of whipped cream or a 
handful of marshmallows.
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Special to The Canton News 

Superintendent Dwight Luckett Sr. 
and the Canton Public School District 
Board of Trustees recognized the dis-
trict’s security department during the 

December board meeting for its com-
mitment to student and staff safety.
The board and superintendent ex-

pressed gratitude for the department’s 
diligence and efforts to maintain a se-
cure environment across the district.

MCEDA Visionary Leadership Award given to Prado

Special to The Canton News 

•	 Chief Robert L. Jackson
•	 Officer Ray Luckett
•	 Officer Georgia Fortner
•	 Officer Christina Kelly

•	 Officer Sherry Black
•	 Officer Darico Johns
•	 Officer Cedric Shavers

Special to The Canton News 

Children at Madison Countians 
Allied Against Poverty (Mad-
CAAP) B.A.S.E. Camp spent the 
week preparing for the holidays 
by creating Christmas ornaments 
and snow globes to decorate the 
program’s tree. The crafting ses-
sion was made possible by a do-

nation of art supplies.
In addition to the decorations, 

students used fruit, cheese, pret-
zels, “pigs in a blanket,” and can-
dy to construct an edible nativity 
scene. The B.A.S.E. Camp pro-
gram is an after-school initiative 
for elementary school students 
focusing on bodily, academic, 
spiritual, and emotional fitness.

MadCAAP’s B.A.S.E. Camp blends holiday spirit with creative learning

For 37 years, MadCAAP has 
expanded its reach to meet im-
mediate needs and foster hope 
in Madison County. The organi-
zation currently serves approxi-
mately 2,800 registered families 
living below the federal poverty 
level.
Clients receive assistance 

through a wide range of initia-

tives, including a food pantry, 
the Helping Hands Garden, the 
Clothing Closet, and housing re-
pair and emergency assistance 
programs. MadCAAP also hosts 
New Attitudes educational class-
es; completion of 12 class hours 
allows parents to participate in 
the “Back to School” and “Holi-
day Adopt a Child” programs.

All photos Special to The Canton News 

The following members of the security department were honored:
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314 Soldiers Colony Rd.
Canton, MS 39046

CANTON LOCATION

5% Discount on:
· Multi-Unit (3 or more units)
· First Responder

601-391-4120
· Military
www.stowawayms.com

$1 Move-In Special ON SELECT SIZES
Limited Time Offer

601-391-4120

CLIMATE CONTROLLED

What Really Affects Your Credit Score?
Special to The Canton News 

Your credit score is like your 
financial report card, and it can 
make a big difference when 
you’re applying for loans, get-
ting an apartment, or even job 
hunting. But what actually af-
fects your score?
 
The Big Five
1.	 Payment History (35%): 

This one’s huge. Pay your bills 
on time, every time. Even one 
missed payment can leave a 
mark.
2.	 Credit Utilization (30%): 

This is the amount of credit 
you’re using compared to what 
you’re allowed. Keep balances 
below 30% of your credit limit, 

lower is even better.
3.	 Length of Credit History 

(15%): Older accounts show 
lenders you’ve got experience. 
Don’t close your oldest credit 
cards unless you have to.
4.	 New Credit (10%): Open-

ing several accounts in a short 
time? That can ding your score. 
Be strategic.
5.	 Credit Mix (10%): A healthy 

mix (like credit cards, student 
loans, and auto loans) shows 
you can handle different types 
of credit responsibly.
 
Your Credit-Smart Checklist
•	 Pay on time, every time.
•	 Keep those balances low.
•	 Don’t go credit-card-hap-

py.
•	 Mix it up, but only when it 

makes sense.

THE BOTTOM LINE:
Understanding your credit score is the first step to mastering it. And if you’re not sure where to start? Let’s 
talk. We’re here to help you build strong credit habits—no judgment, just support. Learn more or connect with 
us at veritasfcu.org.
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expansion & improvements
coming spring 2026!

109 movietown dr
canton, ms 39046

THETHE  
LANDINGLANDING
A T  M O V I E T O W NA T  M O V I E T O W N

PARK · STAY · UNWIND

www.landingatmovietown.com

· Formerly known as movietown rv park · 
Short & Long Term RV Sites Available!

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy elementary 
students celebrated the birth of 
their Savior through song and 

performance ahead of the holi-
days during the school’s annual 
Christmas programs.
The programs were held in the 

school gymnasium. The younger 

CA elementary students perform in annual Christmas programs

students, from K3 through K5, 
performed in the first program, 
which began at 8:30 a.m. Fol-
lowing that, the first- through 
fifth-grade students performed at 

9:30 a.m.
Students had been studying 

their lines and participating in 
dress rehearsals leading up to the 
events.

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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The City of Lights was once again 
magical this season because of our 
community and all of our visitors 

that came out to fulfill another year 
of family tradition. 

Thanks to each entity, sponsor, and 
volunteer that helped to create and 

support our little town and 
community.

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy senior Tillie 
Oglesbee was recently awarded the 
DAR Scholarship Essay Award for 
the school.
Her essay was submitted for the na-

tional American History Essay Con-
test, which this year focused on the 
theme: “Our American heritage and 
our responsibility for preserving it.”

Oglesbee’s essay was recognized 
for its creativity, understanding and 
pride in the theme.
She was honored with a plaque and 

a monetary award, which were pre-
sented by Regent Betsy Sligh of the 
Doak’s Treaty Chapter and essay co-
ordinator Lynda Flynn.
School officials expressed pride in 

Oglesbee’s accomplishment, stating, 
“We are so proud of you, Tillie!”

CA senior Tillie Oglesbee wins 
DAR Scholarship Essay Award

Special to The Canton News 

Windows • Doors • Garage Doors • Fences

PREMIUM BRANDS YOU TRUST
   PELLA  •  JELD-WEN  •  ATRIUM

Vinyl - Fiberglass - Wood 
Made in the USA

⭐

⭐

UPGRADE
YOUR HOME

IN 2026 
UPGRADE

YOUR HOME
IN 2026 

✔ LIFETIME WARRANTY  
✔ Special Financing Available (WAC)  
✔ Licensed • Bonded • Insured  

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!
   Schedule Your Measurement/Quote

☎ CALL Scott TODAY☎ 
601-730-0526
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

Happy New Year

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

Make life insurance protection your New Year’s 
Resolution. Call us for a free consultation!

from Arnel Bolden-State Farm Insurance!

601-859-8554

 

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

wishing you a Happy New Years!

Canton Board of Aldermen tackles infrastructure and public safety
Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Board of Aldermen con-
vened for two regular meetings in 
December 2025 to address a range of 
municipal priorities, from drainage im-
provements to landfill expansions and 
holiday observances. Mayor Tim C. 
Taylor presided over the sessions held 
at Canton City Hall on Dec. 2 and Dec. 
16, where city leaders moved forward 
on several multi-million dollar proj-
ects.
During the Dec. 2 meeting, the board 

focused heavily on public works and 
city planning. Members approved the 
final pay request and contract close-
out documents for the City of Canton 
Drainage Improvements Project, certi-
fying the final completion of the work 
performed by R&C Services. The 

board also reviewed and conditioned 
a site plan for a Yates Construction 
Company staging yard and a condi-
tional use ex-
ception for a 
youth baseball 
and softball 
training center 
on Highway 
51 South. In 

preparation 
for the coming 
year, officials 
formally ad-
opted the City 
of Canton’s 
2026 holiday 
calendar and discussed the 2026-2027 
fire protection service contract with the 
Madison County Fire Protection Dis-
trict.

The mid-month session on Dec. 16 
saw significant movement on land-
fill operations and city infrastructure. 

The board 
considered a 
resolution to 
authorize a 
$13 million 
loan from the 

Mississippi 
Development 
Bank for Sub-
title D landfill 
expansion and 
solid waste 

improve-
ments. Related 

landfill actions included the approval 
of an equipment rental agreement for a 
waste handling dozer and a payment to 
Think Creative Intelligence for garbage 

collection decals. Public safety also re-
mained a priority, as the board accepted 
a $196,500 check from the Madison 
County Board of Supervisors specifi-
cally to restore and modernize the city’s 
tornado warning system.
Additional municipal business includ-

ed the approval of $30,000 for roof 
repairs at the Multipurpose Complex 
and authorizing the advertisement of 
the city’s upcoming Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day celebration scheduled for 
Jan. 19, 2026. The board also navigated 
complex local policy by considering a 
resolution to opt out of the Safe Solic-
itation Act, a move recently mirrored 
by several other Mississippi munici-
palities. Both meetings concluded with 
executive sessions to discuss personnel 
matters, prospective litigation, and the 
potential purchase or sale of land.

Special to The Canton News 


