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HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Mr. Millet: The Barefoot Butter-Eating Man 
By Guest Columnist Amelia Rose Cook

When the question “What is your lifestyle?” is asked, the same answers are usually given: having a healthy lifestyle, a busy schedule, a lot of school-
work, the list continues. Everyone has somewhat of the same lifestyles, with a little tweak of their own personal liking to get through their day smoothly. 
But then there is Mr. Millet, the Canton Academy Art and Life Skills teacher, the man who defies the norm.  
In the eighth grade, I moved from the coast to Canton, Mississippi. As I walked through the doors of Canton Academy on my first day, I wondered what 

my teachers would be like. I began to have conversations with students and found an opportunity to ask what I was most curious about: “Who is y’all’s 
favorite teacher?”  

if he was even real. They could not believe that this man was walking the halls of Canton Academy. 
Mr. Millet is nothing short of interesting. He is always doing something new and different from any 

other person that I know. However, what I admire most about him is that he does not care what other 
people think about him. 
While I always enjoy seeing the odd things that he does, I watch his character. He is one of the most 

interesting, uplifting and high-spirited people that I have ever met. Without Mr. Millet, I would not be 
able to not care what other people think of me. 
When I asked someone why they thought he does all these things and how he can live life not caring 

what others think of him, they answered, “Amelia, it’s not as hard as it seems. As you grow up, you will 
find your purpose in life. Mr. Millet has found that his purpose is to make other people smile. If it’s be-
cause they are making fun of him, at least he’s doing my job. Three years from now, he probably won’t 
even remember what their first names are. Mr. Millet lives in the present and does what he wants to do.” 
He has had such an impact in my life, from his barefoot-butter eating lifestyle to his unawareness of 

him being a role model in my life.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Amelia Rose is a senior at Canton Academy. She is the daughter of Jay and Kristi 
Cook.  

As I listened to everyone’s answers, the same name was repeated: “Mr. Millet!” They explained to me that we would 
not be able to have him until our junior year, but that he was everyone’s favorite, anyway.  
I asked for a description of him, so I could get an idea of what he was like. 
“He’s tall and thin with white hair and wears neon green and black track shoes,” one student said.  
I responded, “Oh! He’s the track coach, too? That’s cool.”  
“Oh no,” another student said. “That’s just what he wears if he’s not wearing any shoes.”  
I thought to myself, Who wears track shoes as regular shoes? And what did they mean “if” he wears shoes? I was in 

for a treat when I met Mr. Millet for the first time. 
As I grew older, I watched Mr. Millet. Without even being in his class, I knew he was an interesting guy. He laughed 

at almost anything, and everyone greeted him when they passed him in the hall. He was just known as the type of guy 
everyone loves. 
My junior year came, and I was so excited to finally have him as my teacher. 

“Welcome, juniors! I’m Mr. Millet, your Art and Life Skills teacher,” he said on the first day 
of school. I looked down and dropped my jaw as I saw his bare feet. Those students were 
right. 
He explained what we would all be doing throughout the year and what field trips we would 

be taking. That is when he got right into it. He opened the cabinet behind him and pulled out 
a glass bottle of olive oil and a Styrofoam cup. He poured about two tablespoons of the oil 
into the cup and went back to the cabinet to get hot sauce. He then poured the hot sauce into 
the cup and began to drink it.
I stared in amazement and asked what in the world he was doing. 
He explained, “Drinking olive oil helps your skin age slower, and drinking hot sauce helps 

build your immune system.” But that was just the start of it. 

As we went on throughout the year, I saw Mr. Millet doing even crazier things. I would 
run into him running backwards in the hallways because he claimed it “helps with his back 
posture.” 
I would see him eating sticks of butter at break or lunch, because he claimed it was “the best 

fat you could eat for your body.” 
He would watch yoga, breathing and meditation videos, because he claimed it “brought him 

closer to Earth.” 
There were instances when students from other schools had heard about him and asked me 

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

 

Happy 
Thanksgiving
We are thank�l for 

Madison County residents
 with their support 

and business in 2024.

The Canton News 

Here’s a delightful holiday treat that’s dairy-free, delicious, and 
easy to make—Dairy-Free Peppermint Chocolate Fudge! It has 
a rich, creamy chocolate texture with a festive peppermint twist. 
Perfect for sharing!

Tips
- Storage: Keep in an airtight container in the fridge for up to 1 week.
- Optional Topping: Sprinkle a little sea salt on top before chilling for 
   a sweet and salty twist.

Enjoy this creamy, dairy-free fudge with all the holiday spirit!

1. Prepare Pan: Line an 8x8-inch square baking dish with parch-
ment paper, leaving some overhang for easy removal.
2. Melt Chocolate: In a medium saucepan, add the chocolate chips, 
coconut milk, and coconut oil. Melt over medium-low heat, stirring 
constantly until smooth and fully combined.
3. Add Flavorings: Remove from heat, and stir in the powdered sug-
ar, vanilla extract, and peppermint extract. Mix until smooth.
4. Pour and Set: Pour the mixture into the prepared baking dish, 
spreading it evenly. Sprinkle the crushed peppermint candies on top 
for a festive look.
5. Chill: Refrigerate for at least 2 hours or until firm.
6. Cut and Serve: Once set, lift the fudge out of the pan using the 
parchment paper. Cut into squares and serve!

Preparation:

Ingredients:
- 2 cups dairy-free chocolate chips

- 1 cup full-fat coconut milk (from a can, not coconut beverage)
- 1/4 cup coconut oil

- 1/2 cup powdered sugar (sifted)
- 1/2 tsp vanilla extract

- 1/4 tsp peppermint extract (add more to taste if desired)
- Crushed peppermint candies or candy canes for topping

Dairy-Free Peppermint Chocolate Fudge
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Helping you protect your #1.

State Farm  is #1 in individual life 
policies because people trust us to 
help protect their families and the 
moments that are most important 
in life. Let’s explore your options.

®

CALL ME TODAY.

School
By Guest Columnist Matt Batcheldor

Sheila Spann, PharmD, competes 
in Transplant Games in the United 

States and 
around the 
world — es-
sentially the 

Olympics 
for trans-
plant pa-
tients. She 
also likes 
to skydive 
and hunt, 
and that’s 

in addition to 
her day jobs as a pharmacist and 
diabetes educator just outside of 
Jackson.
None of this would have been 

possible if an organ donor hadn’t 
given her a kidney in 2011, when 
she received a transplant at Van-
derbilt University Medical Cen-
ter. She celebrates that day in 
August as her second birthday, a 
reminder of the extraordinary life 
circumstances she has overcome.
Around 1996, Spann was diag-

nosed with lupus, an autoimmune 
disease that attacked her kidneys 
and sent them into failure. Right 
around that time, her husband 
died of a massive heart attack, 
leaving her a single mom to sev-
en-year-old son John and six-
year-old daughter Christina.
By 2008, Spann was on dialysis, 

first at a center, then doing night-
ly dialysis at home. She felt bad 
every day and didn’t enjoy all the 
physical activities she does today.
“I just knew I had to go to dial-

ysis and get dialyzed,” she said. 

“Because I knew, if I didn’t do 
dialysis, I was going to die. And 
I was not going to do that. I was 
going to do everything I could to 
get that kidney. I had two kids. I 
was not going to fail. I just owe 
it all to God, because he made it 
happen.”
To find a kidney, Spann got her-

self placed on transplant lists at 
multiple centers, including the 
Vanderbilt Transplant Center. 
She remembers the day in 2011 
she took a call from nephrologist 
Heidi Schaefer, MD, professor of 
medicine and now medical direc-
tor of Adult Solid Organ Trans-
plant. A matching kidney had 
been found.
“Sheila, this is a good kidney,” 

she recalls Schaefer saying.
Spann dropped what she was do-

ing and drove to Vanderbilt for her 
new kidney.
“I’ve been feeling great,” she 

said. “I go to the gym every day. 
Weights, run … I feel good, and I 
believe if I can stay active, I’m go-
ing to live as long as I can.”
After she shared her transplant 

story on Facebook, one of the 
managers of Team Mississippi of 
the Transplant Games of America 
saw it. She was invited to join the 
team. 
In 2022, she competed in San Di-

ego, and, the following year, rep-
resented the United States at the 
World Transplant Games in Perth, 
Australia. She just competed in the 
national Transplant Games in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, and is train-
ing to join the World Transplant 
Games in Dresden, Germany, next 

Spann living life to the fullest after kidney transplant
year.
Schaefer has watched her patient 

prosper.
“I have cared for Sheila for many 

years and always enjoy hearing 
about her successes as a transplant 
Olympian in a variety of different 
events,” Schaefer said. “She is tru-
ly an inspiration and a testament 
to the life-changing gift of organ 
transplantation.”
Spann competes in several sports, 

including pickleball, golf, discus 
throwing and darts. She came in 
first for women’s golf doubles and 
placed third in a 5K, competing 
against women in her age category. 
“I just like the adrenaline,” she 

said. “I guess that’s why I do it.”
In recent years, she has taken up 

skydiving and hunting (she shot 
her first buck and doe this year.)
She said she loves her dual jobs 

— working as a pharmacist and 
managing her own diabetes educa-
tion clinic. 
“I love what I do, and I love help-

ing people,” she said.
All this was possible, she said, 

because of one person who decid-
ed to become an organ donor.
“If we didn’t have donors, we 

wouldn’t be able to compete,” she 
said. “I give back to my donor just 
by participating.”
She shares her story to inspire 

others who might be waiting for a 
kidney transplant.
“Just stay focused; stay positive, 

because it’s going to happen,” she 
said. “Just be ready.”
To learn more about becoming an 

organ and tissue donor, visit Be-
TheGiftToday.com.

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Garden Club: a tour of Georgetown

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy 

Recently, the Canton Garden Club 
ventured off campus for a tour of 
Georgetown – a family retreat. The 
Madison County estate of George-
town is a recreation of a Tennessee 
farm for the Arnold family to enjoy. 
The tour began in the main cab-

in after a business meeting and re-
freshments provided by hostesses 
Kathy Ozborn, Cheryl Melvin and 

Patty Clark. The whole campground 
is positioned around a scenic small 
lake, with music playing from hid-
den speakers throughout. Music can 
be heard everywhere. 
Two smaller cabins, one named 

for the grandkids, sit across the 
grounds. A pretty white church with 
custom-designed stained-glass win-
dows sits across the lake from the 
cabins. And then more: a little red 
barn and an outhouse. Both are re-

ally storage sheds, but their facade 
completes the historic look. 
It had the feel of a beautiful and 

lush secluded property, but, in re-
ality, it fronts Livingston Road and 
has subdivisions on each side. The 
Ridgeland bike trail runs through 
the property, but one gets the feel 
of farm living. Four guests joined 
the tour. Next month, we look for-
ward to a demonstration in cement 
bowl-making.

All photos Special to The Canton News 
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

Nissan’s Supervisor Amanda Green recognized at SAC

all photos Special to The Canton News 

Nissan Canton Paint Versatility Supervisor Amanda Green was recently named a Stars of Automotive Manufacturing winner at the 2024 Southern Automotive Conference (SAC). 
Green and two Nissan Tennessee employees received their awards recently in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

Medicare doesn’t pay for dental care.1

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover 
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase 
individual insurance.

Early detection can prevent small 
problems from becoming expensive ones.
The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive 
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year. 

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.2

Treatment is expensive — especially the 
services people over 50 often need.
Unexpected bills, like $190 for a filling, or $1,213 for a crown3

can be a real burden, especially if you’re on a fixed income.

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-866-825-0344
Dental50Plus.health/Clinton

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To fi nd a network provider, 
go to physiciansmutual.com/fi nd-dentist. This specifi c offer not available in CO, LA, NV, NY – call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar 
offer in your state. Certifi cate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; NY: 
P154NY; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
6247-0324

DENTAL Insurance
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2024. 2 “Aging changes in teeth and gums”, medlineplus.gov, 4/17/2022. 3 American 
Dental Association, Health Policy Institute, 2020 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2020, American Dental Association.

When you’re 
comparing plans ...

 Look for coverage that 
helps pay for major services. 

 Look for coverage 
with no deductibles.  

 Shop for coverage 
with no annual maximum 
on cash benefits. 

Simply put — without 
dental insurance, there 
may be an important 
gap in your healthcare 
coverage.

Your Trusted
Foundation
Repair Expert
Since 1933

Offer valid from 9/1/2024 to 1/1/2026. Only valid to new customers. $250 savings valid 
on projects $2,999 or more. Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Offer is non-transferable, has no cash value and cannot be applied to previous purchases. 
Void where prohibited by law. Terms of offer are subject to change.

Schedule Your Free Evaluation!

(855) 274-4234

Payment Plans
as Low as $125/mo

FREE Home
Evaluations

Industry-Leading
Warranty Options

Patented
Technology

Limited Time Offer

Up to $250off
Foundation Repair

Water
Management

Basement
Wall Recovery

Crawl Space
Recovery

Concrete
Lifting

Foundation
Repair

Basement
Waterproofing

Our Services:

4.9 Rating -
3,000+Verified Reviews

4.8 Rating -
1,978+Verified Reviews

We help
families live
better.

By Courtney Warren

This week, we are having a mini 
“spiritual emphasis” week. It’s been 
so great to have chapel each day and 
watch our students take notes during 
the sermon after we sing and praise 
God. 
Now that we are in a “house system,” 

we leave chapel and break into groups 
based on our houses. Today, as our 
house leader led the discussion about 
sharing the Gospel through the story of 
love, division, the cross and choice, I 
had a thought. I could see the wheels 
turning in the heads of our students as 
we talked about sharing a testimony. 
I asked them, “Who feels like their 

testimony is boring, and they don’t 
have anything to share?”
Almost every person in the room 

raised their hands. 
That’s my goal. I want my child to 

have a boring testimony. I want her 
to not be able to tell people a moment 
where she didn’t know the love of 
Christ. I want her to be able to look 
back on her childhood and think of 
security, her loving parents, her warm 
home, her amazing school. 
So often, we think that, in order to 

share the gospel, we have to have this 
traumatic past or experience. Those 
stories have such an impact - as they 
should! When we see God move in 

big ways, it’s such an inspiration! 
However, as a parent, I don’t want 

to give Him a reason to move in a big 
way other than in overflowing bless-
ings. 
Am I being a helicopter parent? Yep. 

I’m not even remotely ashamed. 
I will absolutely be a helicopter par-

ent when it comes to the testimony of 
my child. I want her to come into any 
battle with the tools that she needs, 
the scripture memorized and the 
prayers ready. 
Right now, her favorite song in-

cludes the lyrics, “I could never bow 
to a king without a crown.” 
I want her to keep requesting those 

songs. I want her to keep learning 
scripture. I want her to keep asking 
for prayer and believing in the power 
of talking to God. 
I want her to watch movies like the 

new Haunted Mansion and immedi-
ately point out that the spooky voice 
is a liar, because the devil is a liar, and 
that’s clearly not the voice of God. 
I want her testimony to be boring. I 

want her testimony to be evidence of 
the generational faithfulness of God. 
That starts with her daddy and me. It 

starts with us pouring the love of God 
into her. It starts with us showing her 
His kindness, bringing her to church, 
creating a community for her. It starts 

Letter from the editor: I want my child’s testimony to be boring

with us showing her how a husband 
should love his wife, how a wife 
should love her husband, and how 
parents should love their children. 
A part of me wishes this for all chil-

dren. I wish that all of our babies could 
have boring testimonies because they 

are so wrapped up in God’s word and 
love. I know that can’t be the case. 
However, I do have that prayer. 
I pray for more boring testimonies. 
Bore me to tears, friends. 
Because, even if your testimony is 

boring – your God certainly is not. 

Special to The Canton News 
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Year-long initiative begins to empower 
youth with digital skills using STEM

Special to The Canton News 

Eddie Templeton, a recent guest of 
Lions, shared his story of finding a 
seven-foot mammoth tusk. Attendees 
said he was very entertaining, and sev-
eral club members stayed around to 

visit one-on-one after his presentation.  
The Lions’ mission is to empower vol-
unteers to serve their communities. 
Canton Lions are supporters of White 
Cane, Mid-South Lions, Leader Dog 
and Addie McBryde.

Canton Lions learn about mammoth tusk

Special to The Canton News 

Pictured (l to ) are Lion Daniel Logan, speaker Eddie Templeton, Lion Gary Teasley 
and Lion Al Salmi.

Special to The Canton News 

In a groundbreaking effort to boost 
digital literacy among students, SR1 
has launched the C.O.O.L.™ Kids 
Learn to Code initiative, a year-long 
program that began in September 
2024. This initiative will also offer 
weekend classes and summer pro-
gramming in 2025, aiming to teach 
coding in an age-appropriate way. 
The focus is on enhancing critical 
thinking and preparing students for 
future careers in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math).
The program’s primary goal is to 

empower students through hands-on 
activities that teach coding concepts, 
while encouraging them to solve 
real-world problems. Using educa-
tional tools such as Scratch, Python 
and basic data science platforms, 
students of various age groups will 
build confidence in navigating tech-
nology and developing essential pro-
gramming skills.
“It’s about more than just coding. 

It’s about showing these kids how 
technology can be used to solve 
problems,” said Vickie Liou, instruc-
tional designer at SR1. “We’re pre-
paring them for a world where digital 
literacy is key to success.”
The program integrates fun and in-

teractive coding sessions with les-
sons designed to foster collaboration 
and critical thinking. Students will 
tackle real-life challenges; using the 
coding skills, they will learn to ad-
dress problems across subjects like 
math, science and literacy. This in-
terdisciplinary approach is designed 

to help ensure that coding is not just 
a standalone skill, but rather an in-
tegral part of the students’ overall 
learning experience.
In tandem with the C.O.O.L.™ Kids 

Learn to Code initiative, SR1 Col-
lege Preparatory and STEM Acade-
my has launched a parallel program 
designed specifically for its youngest 
learners. The Code and Go Mouse 
Robot program, also led by Vickie 
Liou, introduces K-2 students to cod-
ing in a playful yet educational way, 
guiding a robot mouse to its cheese 
target while teaching foundational 
programming skills.
“It’s just a tool to help our stu-

dents build both the hard and soft 
skills they need to succeed,” Liou 
explained. “By making learning fun 
and interactive, it motivates our stu-
dents to explore programming, ex-
periment and collaborate with their 
peers.”
The Code and Go Mouse Robot kit 

turns abstract coding concepts into 
concrete, hands-on learning experi-
ences. Even simple tasks, like setting 
up programming challenges, become 
valuable moments of skill develop-
ment. The curriculum also blends 
STEM with other subjects, allow-
ing students to use the robot mouse 
to solve not just programming chal-
lenges, but also problems in math, 
literacy and science.
“I can’t wait to see how our scholars 

grow through this experience,” said 
Liou, expressing her excitement for 
the program’s long-term impact.
For more information visit www.

SR1Tech.org or www.SR1CPSA.org.

Special to The Canton News 
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

Canton Public School District recently enjoyed district wide homecoming 
festivities. Congratulations to CHS 2024 Homecoming Queen Chelsea Grant! 
Congratulations, Markayla Parker, Homecoming Queen 1st Runner-Up!

2024 CPSD Homecoming
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314 Soldiers Colony Rd., Canton, MS 39046
www.stowawayms.com

601-391-4120

Come See Us 
or Rent Online!

25%
OFF ALL UNITS

CANTON LOCATION

(for limited time only)

BankPlus Student Checking offers the freedom 

to bank wherever the future leads – even if 

there’s not a BankPlus office. No matter how far 

away you move from home or a BankPlus 

branch you will have access to great benefits. 

Learn more at bankplus.net.

High School to 
Grad School
Student Checking moves with you

© Copyright 2024 BankPlus.
Member FDIC.

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy senior marine biol-
ogy students have been learning about 
phylum mollusca and recently had the 
opportunity to dissect mussels in or-
der to identify the features of bivalve 
mollusks. According to the Nation-

al Ocean Service, like fish, bivalve 
mollusks breathe through their gills. 
As filter feeders, bivalves gather food 
through their gills. Some bivalves have 
a pointed, retractable “foot” that pro-
trudes from the shell and digs into the 
surrounding sediment, effectively en-
abling the creature to move or burrow.

CA students dissect mussels

Special to The Canton News 
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Christmas
�� Kylie Melons

Christmas
��

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 

Kylie Melons

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

HAPPY

THANKSG   INGIV

Deer Attractants Feeders

Special to The Canton News 

Recently Dr. Vig Vibha with Sun-
shine Childrens Clinic presented the 
Canton Career October “Student of 
the Month” award to Kinsley Pierce. 
Pierce is a second year health science 
student at the Career Center. She is a 
member of HOSA and has committed 

to participate in the HOSA Leadership 
Conference. Pierce hopes to one day 
become a pediatrician. 
The purpose of the Student of the 

Month award program is to connect 
MCBL&F businesses/industries with 
students promoting skills needed to 
fulfill the Madison County workforce.

Kinsley Pierce earns Student of the Month

Special to The Canton News 

Pictured (l to r) are: MCBL&F Executive Director Jan Collins, health science instructor 
Shirley Jones, Sunshine Children’s Clinic pediatric doctor Vig Vibha, CCC student 
Kingsley Pierce, and Charmaine Pierce.
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Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

Re-Elect

LACY
Leroy

ELECTION COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 5 • MADISON COUNTY

Vote For Accountability

Vote November 5th!

Special to The Canton News 

The Hinds Community College Foundation recently recognized 2024-25 scholarship 
recipients, donors and other honorees at a reception at the George-Oakes Building on 
the Vicksburg-Warren Campus. Among those being recognized was Aireanna Taylor of 
Canton, who received the Bobbie B. Anderson Nursing Endowed Scholarship. Pictured 
with her is Jane Skinner.

Taylor receives Hinds CCC 
Foundation scholarship
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Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

Recently, the Canton Public School 
District (CPSD) Security Depart-
ment held an active shooter drill. 
According to CPSD representa-
tives, Chief Robert Jackson, III 
aims to establish a secure envi-
ronment for students, staff and all 
stakeholders and is dedicated to 
fostering a positive relationship 

with the community where students 
live. By cultivating strong ties with 
the community, Chief Jackson and 
his team can maintain vigilance and 
stay alert to any potential threats 
in and around local schools. Chief 
Jackson says he finds fulfillment 
and enthusiasm in his role by prior-
itizing community engagement and 
school safety.

Active shooter drill a success
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By Courtney Warren

My new favorite gift to receive is a 
book that has been chosen for me by 
someone who loves me. My students 
do this for me all the time! They hear 
of books they think I’d like, or they 
have read a book they love and want 
to share the story with me. I have a 
shelf of books at home with handwrit-
ten notes in the front pages from stu-
dents about why they want me to read 
this story. What a treasure! Nothing 
shows love more than telling some-
one they thought of you. You 
were considered. 
So, I have 

started the 
tradition 

of gifting 
stories to 
my loved 
ones with a 
note that says, 
“Here is a sto-
ry that reminds 
me of you be-
cause…” It really 
causes me to think 
about them spe-
cifically and what 
I appreciate about 
them. With that in 
mind, here are some 
recommendations for 
wonderful stories to 
gift this holiday season. 
Picture Book:
Built to Last by Min Le 

and illustrated by Dan 
Santat 
I am a sucker for anything Dan San-

tat. He is a phenomenal illustrator and 
tells stories through his pictures. 
According to the publisher, two kids 

build entire worlds out of blocks, 
cardboard and imagination, from 
boats attacked by a sea creature to a 
castle crumbling into the ocean. And 
they don’t mind when these creations 
break apart and CRASH to the floor. 
In fact, they think it’s pretty funny! 
Every time a creation falls apart, they 
pick up the pieces and keep building 
bigger and better.
But when their latest masterpiece 

tumbles down in spectacular fashion, 
the boys aren’t laughing anymore. 
Have these two friends reached their 
breaking point?

Middle Grade:
Impossible Creatures by Katherine 

Rundell
This book is everywhere! The sto-

ry is spectacular, and it has been 
flying off of my 
shelves. Life 
changes forever 
when he finds out 
about Archipela-
go, a group of un-

marked is-
lands that house 
magical creatures. 
On the same day, 
he meets a girl 
named Mal, who is 
on the run. The two 
team up for a crazy 
adventure and search 
for clues behind the 
island’s weakening 
magic.
Young Adult:
So, This Is Christmas 

by Tracy Andreen
My students are abso-

lutely loving romance 
novels right now. I have 
heard good things about 
this one and added it to my 
own list! 
According to the publisher, when 

On the shelf: Gifting Christmas stories for the holidays this year 
Finley Brown returned to her home-
town of Christmas, Oklahoma, from 
boarding school, she expected to find 
it just as she left it. Christmas hasn’t 
changed much in her sixteen years. 

But, in-
stead, she 
returns to 
find that 
her best 
friend is 
dating her 

ex-boy-
friend, her 

parents 
have sepa-
rated and 
her arch-

nemesis 
got a job 
working 
at her 

grand-

mother’s 
inn. And she certainly 

didn’t expect to find the boy she may 
or may not have tricked into believing 
that Christmas was an idyllic holiday 

paradise on her grandmother’s door-
step. 
It’s up to Finley to make sure he gets 

the Christmas he was promised. This 
is Finley’s Christmas. It’s about home 
and family and friends and finding 
her place, and, along the way, she also 
finds the best Christmas present of all: 
love.
Adult:
The Christmas Tree Farm by Lau-

rie Gilmore
These books are really cute cozy ro-

mance stories. They are definitely in 
the adult category, so I don’t 

recommend gifting 
these books 

to any 
teens. 

Ac-
cording 

to the 
publish-

er, Kira 
North hates 
Christmas. 

Which is 
unfortunat,. 

since she just 
bought a Christ-

mas tree farm in 
a town that’s too 

cute for its own 
good.
Bennett Ellis is on 

vacation in Dream 
Harbor taking a 

break from his life in 
California. And, most 

importantly, taking a 
break from his latest run of 

disastrous dates.
After a run in with Kira in her fields, 

Ben has no intention of offering to 
help the grumpy owner set up her 
tree farm, despite the fact she’s clear-
ly got no idea what she’s doing. 
Kira knows she should stop being 

so stubborn, but her farm is not all 
cute and cozy like people always 
show on social media; it’s borderline 
dangerous with no heating, and she’d 
rather no one saw it. 
But, somehow, fate finds Ben at 

Kira’s farm once more, and, as Kira 
watches him swing an ax at the first 
tree, she finds herself appreciating 
his strength and questioning why she 
refused help in the first place…
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Check out our ads at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

and on Facebook at Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

Happy

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

Special to The Canton News    
  

The World Pancreatic Cancer Coalition (WPCC) is launching a global awareness campaign, "Hello Pancreas," to shed 
light on the often-overlooked organ and its vital role in human bodies. The campaign aims to educate the public about the 
symptoms of pancreatic cancer and the urgency of early detection and treatment. 

In addition, 2024 marks the ten-year anniversary of World Pancreatic Cancer Day, which is always on the third Tues-
day in November (this year on November 21) and is a global day of 
awareness for the world’s toughest cancer.

Pancreatic cancer is a devastating disease that has a profound im-
pact on individuals and their families worldwide. Despite being the 
twelfth-most common cancer globally, it remains the third leading 
cause of cancer death in very highly developed countries. The dis-
ease is particularly insidious due to its often vague and nonspecific 
symptoms, which can lead to delayed diagnosis and reduced sur-
vival rates.

The five-year 
survival rate for 
pancreatic cancer remains tragically low at nine percent, globally, 
making it the major cancer with the lowest survival rate. The statistics 
underscore the urgent need for increased awareness, research and im-
proved treatment options.

Current estimates indicate that there are approximately 500,000 new 
cases of pancreatic cancer diagnosed annually worldwide, resulting 
in about 470,000 deaths. Unfortunately, both incidence and mortality 
rates are projected to increase in the coming decades.

One study demonstrates there are variations in the incidence rates 
of pancreatic cancer by geographic location in Mississippi. In the data 
analysis of the Mississippi public health districts, the worst-hit areas 
include the rural communities in the rural-urban regional analysis, the 
Delta region among the cancer coalition regions, and the Central Dis-
trict (incidence rates) and North District (mortality rates).

WPCC urges Mississippians to use November 21 to say “Hello Pancreas” to invite everyone to learn more about their 
pancreas and help to create a global conversation about pancreatic cancer.

Key symptoms of pancreatic 
cancer include:

• Abdominal pain, often 
described as a dull or aching 
pain

• Jaundice (yellowing of the 
skin and eyes)

• Weight loss
• Loss of appetite
• Nausea and vomiting
• Fatigue
• Dark urine and pale stools
• Back pain

Early detection matters - patients 
diagnosed in time for surgery are more 

likely to live five years and beyond.

If you or someone you know is 
experiencing any of these symptoms, 
it is important to consult a healthcare 

professional promptly. 

For more information about WPCC,visit 
WorldPancreaticCancerCoalition.org

“Hello Pancreas” - a global call for awareness
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Special to The Canton News 

The Mississippi Humanities Coun-
cil, in partnership with Visit Mis-
sissippi, recently announced the 
unveiling of its second Mississippi 
Freedom Trail marker in Canton,   
in honor of Flonzie Brown Goodloe 
Wright, the first African American 
female elected to public office in 
the State of Mississippi. In 1968, 
she was elected as Election Com-
missioner in Madison County.
This marker will serve as a power-

ful reminder of the courage, resil-
ience and dedication of Dr. Wright, 
whose office was located inside 
of the Historic Madison County 
Courthouse. The position of Elec-
tion Commissioner allowed her 
to correct many voting injustices 
throughout the state as she fought 
to serve the citizens of Madison 
County.
A ceremony will be held on Fri-

day, November 8, at noon, out-
side the Historic Madison Coun-
ty Courthouse, located on Peace 
Street. The event will include re-

marks from The Honorable Bennie 
G. Thompson, US Representative, 
District 2; Mr. Karl M. Banks, vice 
president, Madison County Board 
of Supervisors; Mrs. Alice Scott, 
first Black and fe-
male Mayor of Can-
ton & former elec-
tion commissioner, 
Madison County; 
Mrs. Betty G. Rob-
inson, first Black 
bank teller and 1971 
candidate for Cir-
cuit Clerk, Madison 
County; Mayor Wil-
liam Truly, City of 
Canton; Mr. Billy J. 
Wells, Canton Con-
vention and Visitors 
Bureau and Film Of-
fice representative, 
and Mr. John Travis 
Spann, program and 
outreach officer 
for Mississippi Humanities Coun-
cil. The unveiling ceremony will 
be free and open to the public. A 
reception will follow the ceremony 

Canton to unveil second MS  Freedom Trail Marker
inside the historic Madison Canton 
Courthouse.  
The Mississippi Freedom Trail 

was established in 2011 to com-
memorate Mississippi’s pivotal role 

in the U.S. civil 
rights movement. 
More than 40 ex-
isting markers 
throughout the 
state highlight the 
people, places and 
events that were 
instrumental in 
this period—from 
the years leading 
up to the historic 
movement to the 
years Mississippi 
served as ground 
zero in the nation-
al fight for equal-
ity.
The Mississippi 

Freedom Trail is 
administered by Visit Mississippi, 
the official tourism organization 
dedicated to promoting the state 
to visitors across the U.S. and the 

world, in partnership with the Mis-
sissippi Humanities Council. Sup-
port for this collaboration is made 
possible by a State Tourism Grant 
from the U.S. Economic Devel-
opment Administration. The EDA 
State Tourism Grants, issued in 
2021, totaled $510 million in direct 
awards to help states invest in mar-
keting, infrastructure, workforce 
and other projects to rejuvenate 
safe leisure, business and interna-
tional travel.
The Mississippi Humanities Coun-

cil is a private non-profit corpora-
tion funded by Congress through 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. The Council creates 
opportunities for Mississippians to 
learn about themselves and the larg-
er world and enriches communities 
through civil conversations about 
the state’s history and culture.
The Madison County Board of Su-

pervisors collaborated in conjunc-
tion with the Mississippi Human-
ities Council to unveil the marker. 
For more information, visit www.

mshumanities.org.

S
pecial to The C

anton N
ew

s

Flonzie Brown Goodloe Wright
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Canton Academy cross country goes the distance

Special to The Canton News 

Recently, the Canton Academy girls cross country team placed AAAA State Runners Up while the boys finished 3rd in AAAA Boys State. All MAIS Runners are Ian Whittington, 
Harper Lampkin, Mary Alice Holmes and Sterling Belle Brock. Coach Ben Williams and his teams had a great season.
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COME TOUR TODAY!
CANTON

1421 A-East Peace Street
(601) 855-5760

www.madisoncountynursinghome.com/assisted-living

OPEN HOUSES EACH MONTH
AT SEASONS ASSISTED LIVING!

Experience Carefree living!
Make it the next chapter

in your story.

It’s your community.

The Canton News
The Mississippi Sickle Cell 

Foundation (MSCF) is hosting a 
Christmas Carnival for sickle cell 
warriors and their families on 
Saturday, December 14.

 Coordinating the event this year is 
Tobi Breland, nurse practitioner at 
Children's of MS Center for 
Cancer and Blood Disorders 
(CCCBD) and MSCF board 
member, and Shelley 
Martin, registered nurse 
at CCCBD. 

“Last year, we were 
able to bring back 
this event, which we 
had been unable to 
hold because of the 
pandemic. It was so 
exciting to see the 
turnout of families who 
were able to enjoy a day of 
holiday cheer and fun, thanks to the 
Foundation,” said Breland. 

 “Sickle cell is a prevalent genetic 
blood disorder with many possible 
complications,” said Breland. “We 
plan the event to provide some 

holiday fun for families who deal 
with the effects of it daily.”

The carnival will feature lots of 
games, inflatables, face painting, 
balloon twisting, food, a cake walk 

and a special visit and gifts 
from Santa. Parents are 
invited to snap a photo of 

their youngsters with the 
Jolly ‘Ol Elf.

 Set for 10 a.m. until 
noon at the First Baptist 
Church of Jackson’s 
Christian Life Center at 
431 North State Street 
in Jackson, the event is 

free, but is limited to 
children with sickle cell 

disease and their 
immediate family only.
"I'm excited to see those who 

live with this disease come 
together and enjoy some holiday 
cheer and time together with family 
and those who share their same 
struggles," said Martin.

For more information, email 
MSSickleCellFND@yahoo.com.

Christmas Carnival planned
for sickle cell warriors
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MEMBER BENEFIT 
PARTNER
Exclusive Discounts for Farm Bureau Members 

Save 10%
 Visit the Range By Jimmy Primos storefront in Gluckstadt or visit 
www.rangebyjimmyprimos.com to receive a 10% discount on all 
purchases (excluding firearms and ammo). This offer is provided 
exclusively to members of Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation. 

Benefit is subjected to change at any time without notice. 

Madison County Farm Bureau • 4844 E Main St. Flora, MS 39071 • 
211 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046 • 920 Ebenezer Blvd. Madison, MS 39110

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

Recently, Broadmoor Life Group 
built and delivered picnic tables to 
Madison Countians Allied Against 
Poverty (MadCAAP)’s for the 

B.A.S.E. Camp after school pro-
gram. The kids love having an 
outdoor space to enjoy snacks and 
make crafts.

MADCAPP receives table donation
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SAVE SOMESAVE SOME       
EXTRA JINGLEEXTRA JINGLE 

WITH BUILT IN PURCHASE PROTECTIONWITH BUILT IN PURCHASE PROTECTION

1 INSURANCE PRODUCTS ARE: NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC-INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY. NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK.

1

Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

Halloween is over, and it’s time to 
trim the tree! Canton is preparing 
for holiday traditions. Mississippi’s 
original City of Lights prepares to 
shine this holiday season. The  2024 
Canton Christmas Festival will kick 
off soon on the Historic Canton 

Square. Canton invites everyone to 
bring their families and make Christ-
mas memories again in the City of 
Lights. For  more information and 
for a complete schedule of festivities 
and map of the festival, visit  www.
cantontourism.com, or call Canton 
Tourism at 601-859-1307. 

‘Tis the season in Canton MS
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

Welcome Back To School!

                    CANTON
DISCOUNT DRUGS Happy

Thanksgiving
from your friends at

726 East Peace Street
(601) 859-3827

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com

Special to The Canton News 

As what is historically the respirato-
ry virus season approaches, the Mis-
sissippi State Department of Health 
encourages everyone to get appropri-
ate updated vaccinations to avoid se-
vere outcomes such as hospitalization 
and death.
The rates of respiratory viruses such 

as influenza, RSV (respiratory syncy-
tial virus) and COVID tend to increase 
during the fall and winter months as 
more people gather indoors.
All individuals six months of age and 

older are recommended to get updated 
flu and COVID vaccines each season. 
Protection against RSV is recom-
mended for babies and older adults. 
Thanks to the wide availability of 

effective vaccines, the risk of severe 
illness from both the flu and COVID 
were cut nearly by half in fall 2023. 
More than 98% of the U.S. population 
now has some protective immunity 
against COVID. The first immuni-
zation against RSV for older adults, 
pregnant women and young children 
also became available last fall.
Vaccinations are currently available 

through primary care physicians, clin-
ics and pharmacies around the state. 
Healthcare providers can determine 
the number and type of doses for each 
age to provide the best protection.
The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention released updated recom-
mendations this year to bring a uni-
fied approach to addressing risks from 
a range of respiratory viral illnesses. 

The recommendations include:
• Staying up to date with vac-

cinations to protect against 
serious illness, hospitalization 
and death. This includes flu, 
COVID-19 and RSV, if eligi-
ble.

• Practicing good hygiene by 
covering coughs and sneezes, 
washing or sanitizing hands 
often, and cleaning frequently 
touched surfaces.

• Taking steps for cleaner air, 
such as bringing in more fresh 
outside air, purifying indoor 
air or gathering outdoors.

Cantonians urged to get fall/winter vaccinations to fight respiratory viruses


