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Canton rolls out the red carpet for 
The Girl in the River

Special to The Canton News 

Hollywood returns to Canton with a 
star-studded cast and major econom-
ic impact.
Canton, Mississippi, is once again 

in the spotlight as The Girl in the 
River begins filming in the historic 
city. Known for its cinematic legacy, 
Canton has long been a premier film-
ing location in the state.
Mayor Tim Taylor welcomed the 

cast and crew to the city. “We are 
proud that Canton continues to attract 
major productions, and we thank the 
filmmakers for choosing our commu-
nity,” he said.
Canton Tourism Director Jo Ann 

Gordon praised the production team. 
“We are grateful to Andrew Stevens, 
Rick Moore, and Joe Lemmon for 
bringing the production of The Girl 
in the River to Canton. Andrew Ste-
vens has created eight film oppor-
tunities for the City of Canton and 
eleven total for Mississippi. Our goal 
since filming the Eudora Welty docu-
mentary in 1987 is to establish Can-
ton as the Movie Capital of Missis-
sippi, while also building, in concert 
with the Mississippi Film Office, a 
crew base second to none,” she said.

Gordon added, “The crew has been 
absolutely the most professional 
group of individuals and has treat-
ed Canton with such great respect 
and care. The continued presence 
of noted actors and actresses in our 

community is a compliment to the 
people of Canton, Madison County, 
and Mississippi. Our locals go out of 
their way to welcome these celebri-
ties with true hospitality and charm.”
The production, led by Stevens, 

marks his eleventh film in Mississip-
pi and eighth in Canton. The film fea-
tures award-winning actress Tiffany 
Haddish, along with Ralph Macchio, 
Maggie Grace, and Devon Sawa, 
sparking excitement among locals.
Film productions bring a significant 

economic boost to Canton. Gordon 
noted, “We strive to attract film 
projects on an ongoing basis. They 
bring great energy and excitement, 
but best of all they bring economic 
impact, workforce development, and 
job creation. Many thanks to Mayor 
Taylor, the Canton Board of Alder-
men, the citizens and businesses of 
Canton, and the Madison County 
Board of Supervisors for their con-
tinued support of Mississippi’s film 
industry.”
The movie also marks the feature 

film debut of European writer-direc-
tor Brando Benetton, with Executive 
Producer Rick Moore, a Mississippi 
native, helping bring the project to 
life.
As cameras roll, Canton continues 

to prove it is a film-friendly desti-
nation, showcasing the city’s char-
acter, talent, and hospitality to the 
world.

Photo courtesy by David Wiggins Photography
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
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601-859-3939
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SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
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276 Nissan Parkway
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See Why We’re the #1
Auto & Home Insurer By Courtney Warren

When I was young, we lived in a 
super small town in Georgia. My 
mom was a stay-at-home mom, also 
lovingly known as a stay-in-my-busi-
ness mom. She was all about all the 
things. Because of this, my brothers 
and I were never bored. She drove 
the church van, the soccer van, she 
subbed at our school, she ran VBS, 
and she also always supported the 
local library. 
The Hightower Memorial Library 

was a place of magic. It was abso-
lutely huge–a brick building that sat 
on a hill with giant white columns 
and large windows letting in plen-
ty of sunlight. I remember walking 
through the stacks and through the 
sunlight, watching the dust dance 
when I finally found a good spot on 
the floor. 
Looking back, taking us to the li-

brary was probably a great way for 
mom to get a little rest, peace and 
quiet from the three of us. But those 
were some of my favorite days.
The library was divided into two 

sections. The left side was children, 
and the right side was adults. I used 
to feel like such a rebel, quite the 
grown up, when I walked over to the 
adult section to sort through the ti-
tles. Mom sat at a central table with 
my youngest brother and read while 

I explored. 
I still love the library. I love the way 

the books smell, I love the way the 
pages turn, I love the way the plastic 
crinkles on the hardbacks. Did you 
know Lemuria sometimes sells books 
with the crinkly library plastic? I will 
buy one sometimes for solely that rea-
son.
When Berit and I moved here, the 

first place we sought out was the li-
brary. I didn’t know anything and felt 
so lonely, but I knew without a shad-
ow of a doubt that I would be able 
to find peace within those stacks. I’d 
feel at home while she played with 
the train sets and the picture books. I 
could take a deep breath. 
I will never forget the day she got 

her first library card. She was a few 
months short of the age requirement, 

but the sweet librarian (and I’m not 
telling you which location, so you 
can’t fuss at her – that woman is a 
SAINT!) looked at my little girl and 
said, “I’m never going to keep a child 

from reading books.” 
We walked out that day with a hand-

ful of books and now check them out 
regularly. 
As I’m sure you know, our libraries 

are underfunded. With recent changes 
in D.C., that has become even more 
apparent. Some libraries are the only 
place people have access to the inter-
net, to fax machines, to copiers. Some 
libraries are the only way senior cit-
izens get opportunities to socialize. 
Some libraries - and librarians - are 
the only reason children are off of the 
streets and not getting into trouble. 
Did you know that the entire genre of 

young adult literature was started by 
librarians? It’s true! Give Anne Car-
roll Moore and Maragret Scoggins a 
Google. They are the reason we even 
have those sections and genres in 

Letter from the Editor: Support your local library
our libraries and bookstores to begin 
with! All because they wanted to en-
sure everyone had something to read, 
no matter their age. 
Libraries are the reason that people 

with learning 
differences 

have the abil-
ity to listen to 
audiobooks 

for free. And 
some librar-
ies, most li-
braries, give 
readers a soft 
place to land 
when they’re 
lonely or 
need a break. 
When they’re 
a new mom 
desperate for 

interaction 
but too scared 
to go any-
where in pub-
lic, so they 
stroll their 
newborn a 
block down 
the way and 
walk into the 
library, tak-
ing the first 
real breath 
they’ve tak-
en since the 
birth of that 
newborn. 
But Court-

ney, you say, I don’t read. What 
do I need the library for? Librar-
ies, at their core, are about social 
equity. Everyone is the same in 
the library. Everyone matters. 
Everyone is on an even playing 
field. Where else can you find 
that? In the Bible Belt we’d love 
to say “church!” as our imm
ediate answer…but are all 

churches like this? I wish they 
were. 
What do you need the library 

for? Did you know that a lot of 
teacher professional development 

is funded by our libraries? In the 
2024 fiscal year, the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services (IMLS) 
awarded about $270 million in grants 
to museums, libraries and states — 
funding that supports statewide da-
tabases, interlibrary loans and other 
resources that impact K-12 schools. 
National Endowment for the Human-
ities (NEH) grants have often gone 
to teacher professional development 
workshops run by museums and non-
profit institutions. 
Now, you may not be able to name 

your favorite library to support, but I 
bet you can name a teacher that im-
pacted you. 
Thank a library. 
Support your library. 
Go check out a book. You know I al-

ways have some to recommend. 

All photos Special to The Canton News
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Historic spotlight: Grace Episcopal Church oldest in Canton

all photos Special to The Canton News 

Built in 1853, Grace Episcopal Church is the oldest church building in Canton.The Carpenter Gothic-style structure features original stained glass and has long been recognized for 
its architectural charm and heritage. It remains one of the most photographed churches in Mississippi and a landmark of the local community.Information provided by the Canton-
Madison County Historical Society. 
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By Courtney Warren

Fall is arriving at Kylie Melon’s 
Market, where the change of seasons 
means a burst of color and seasonal 
flavor. The popular local market is 
preparing for autumn by stocking up 
on one of the season’s favorite flow-
ers: mums.
Known for their vibrant shades of 

gold, orange, red and purple, mums 
have long been a staple of Southern 
porches and front yards in the cool-
er months. Kylie Melon’s Market has 
filled its displays with the blooms, of-
fering customers an easy way to bring 
a touch of fall home.
“People look forward to mums every 

year,” said market staff. “They’re a 
symbol of fall here in Mississippi, and 
customers know they can count on us 
to have them ready when the weather 
starts to cool down.”

The market is also celebrating fall 
with a new flavor addition that’s al-
ready a hit: locally made jalapeño 
salsa from Haley House Creations. 
Perfect with chips, tacos, or just about 
anything, the salsa is joined by jars of 
their pickled jalapeños.
“You’re going to love these,” staff 

said. “Come by and pick up a jar of 
each!”
More than just a market, Kylie 

Melon’s is run by a Christian family 
whose kindness and hospitality have 
made them beloved by the entire Can-
ton community. Their store has be-
come a gathering place where neigh-
bors feel at home and visitors say they 
can see the heart behind the business.
In addition to mums and local fla-

vors, Kylie Melon’s Market continues 
to highlight seasonal produce, deco-
rations and other items that capture 
the spirit of autumn in Canton.

Kylie Melon’s Market welcomes fall with 
fresh mums and local flavors

Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

Have you ever wondered what se-
crets lie above the storefronts on the 
historic Canton Square? On Thurs-
day, November 13, 2025, the Canton 
Garden Club will open the doors to 
history with its bi-annual Upstairs 
Downtown tour, a one-of-a-kind op-
portunity to explore the upper floors 
of some of Canton’s most storied 
buildings.
From 4 to 8 p.m., visitors can enjoy 

hors d’oeuvres, refreshments and an 
evening of local history while touring 
rarely seen spaces. Tickets are $20 
in advance and $25 on the day of the 
event.
The 2025 tour will feature eleven 

historic sites:
●	 Trolio Hotel
●	 The Old Post Office
●	 Wohner’s Corner
●	 Old Sulm’s Loft

●	 Canton Square Lofts
●	 Sterling Hall
●	 Canton Elks Lodge
●	 The Loft
●	 The Crosby
●	 The Cantonian
●	 The Hesdorffer

Each building offers a glimpse into 
Canton’s architectural heritage, from 
restored lofts and meeting halls to 
long-forgotten spaces that still hold 
echoes of the past.
Organizers say the event not only 

gives participants a rare look inside 
these buildings, but also highlights 
the importance of preservation in 
keeping Canton’s history alive.
For more information, visit the Can-

ton Garden Club Facebook page, or 
contact the Garden Club at 601-613-
9411 or 601-941-5637. Details are 
also available through Canton Tour-
ism at 601-859-1307.

Step back in time with Upstairs 
Downtown in Canton

By Courtney Warren

The City of Canton’s Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen/Alderwoman 
held their regular meeting on Tues-
day, August 5, 2025, at Canton City 
Hall. Mayor Tim C. Taylor called 
the meeting to order, followed by an 
invocation from Pastor John Wood-
ard. Roll call was then taken for the 
mayor and board members: Alderman 
Rodriguez Brown, Alderwoman Dr. 
Shannon Whitehead, Alderman Les 
Penn, Alderwoman Cynthia Allen, 
Alderwoman Janice Diamond, Alder-
woman Monica Gilkey and Alderman 
Lafayette E. Wales were present.
The board welcomed presenters Jeff 

Goodwin and G.A. Carmichael be-
fore moving into official business. 
Among the 
items con-
sidered were 
the approval 
of claims, the 
minutes from 
the July 15 
meeting, and 
a payment of 
$27,893.75 

to Pinnacle 
Construction Group from modern-
ization funds for the South Madison 
Street Project. 
The board also discussed policies and 

purchases related to a Fleet 3rd Eye 
Camera System, approving the acqui-
sition of new equipment for garbage 
and boom trucks. In addition, mem-
bers considered a usage agreement 
between the City of Canton and The 
Girl in the River, reviewed an amend-
ed fireworks ordinance, and looked 
at a proposal for grass cutting and 
beautification. Other matters included 
an appointment for CMU’s election 
commissioner and authorizing chang-
es to the Unified Development Codes 
for Canton.
Several significant payments and 

authorizations were approved. The 
board approved a $223,252.14 pay-
ment to R&C Services for Canton 
Drainage Improvement Phase A, cov-
ering work completed between April 
1 and June 30, to be paid with MCWI 
funds. They also approved a reim-
bursement of $85.56 to Melon Garrett 

for an emergency landfill purchase. 
Proposals from Franklin Engineers 
and Consultants were authorized to 
provide both ongoing engineering 
services for 2025–2026 and air com-
pliance assistance for the landfill in 
2025. 
The City also accepted project 

closeout documents for several ma-
jor infrastructure efforts, including 
the Parker Street and Barfield Street 
Improvements, Soldiers Colony Road 
Improvements, South Madison Street 
Drainage Improvements, and Canton 
Drainage Improvements. Additional-
ly, Waggoner Engineering was autho-
rized to draft a task order for repairs 
on Cisne Avenue and Katherine Drive, 
while Canton Paving, LLC received 

approval to 
lower speed 
bumps on 
Martin Lu-
ther King 
and Single-
ton Street 
at a cost of 
$5,400.
The con-

sent agen-
da involved the transfer of several 
funds. These included $41,394.03 
from general funds to sinking funds, 
$852,365 from sinking funds to gen-
eral funds, and $26,200 from sinking 
funds to general funds. The board also 
approved transferring $273,415.19 
from general funds to modernization 
and passed a resolution regarding the 
transfer of Modernization Act Funds.
The meeting concluded with an exec-

utive session covering matters related 
to supervision and finance, parks and 
recreation, litigation, and land trans-
actions. Six matters were discussed 
under supervision and finance, in-
cluding cases of extraordinary emer-
gency and issues involving security 
planning. The Parks and Recreation/
Public Works Department addressed 
three personnel-related matters, while 
seven litigation issues and two mat-
ters concerning the sale and lease of 
lands were also considered.
The next regular meeting of the May-

or and Board of Aldermen/Alderwom-
an will take place at Canton City Hall.

Canton Mayor and Board of Aldermen/
Alderwoman hold regular meeting

Leslie (Les) Allison Cooper
August 24, 2025

Leslie (Les) Allison Cooper, 78, 
passed away peacefully on August 
24, 2025 in Millington, TN. Reared 
in Newport, AR, he built a beautiful 
life of over 40 years in Canton, MS. 

He is survived by his daughter, Tori 
Lyn Cooper (Trevor Simpson) and 
predeceased by his lovely bride Mar-
tha Jean Swepston Cooper. 
Memorial donations in lieu of flow-

ers may be made to the Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting.
https://donate.mpbfoundation.org
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Special to The Canton News 

Canton Mayor Tim Scott Taylor 
has presented the Mayor’s Award to 
Angra “The Leprechaun” Lewis in 
recognition of his 35 years of ser-
vice at WMGO radio.
Lewis, known for his dedication 

and upbeat presence on the air-
waves, has become a familiar and 
beloved figure in Canton. Taylor 
said the award is a token of appre-

ciation for Lewis’ contributions to 
the community and the positive im-
pact he has made over the decades.
“Mr. Lewis has served at WMGO 

for 35 years with dedication and 
joy, becoming a familiar and be-
loved part of Canton’s story,” Tay-
lor said. “This award is a small 
token of appreciation for his many 
years of service and the positive 
impact he has made in our commu-
nity.”

Canton mayor honors longtime 
WMGO broadcaster with award

Special to The Canton News
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By Courtney Warren

Canton Public School District 
High School Equivalency Program 
(HSEP) instructors ensure their 
students are spotlighted when they 
shine bright. With only a couple 
of weeks in the program, instruc-

tors say Demeria Esco has shown 
remarkable academic aptitude, se-
curing exceptional scores on pre-
tests and GED readiness tests. Her 
demonstrated leadership skills, 
creativity and determination to 
meet goals make her an exemplary 
student. 

Esco shines bright in HSEP

Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

Canton Career Center recently 
hosted a “Tea” Party. Young ladies 
gathered to discuss etiquette, at-
titudes and acceptable behaviors, 

under the hosting of Ms. Dedeaux 
and Mrs. Nichols. Topics included 
proper bathroom etiquette, dress 
code, socially acceptable behavior, 
respect for authority, friendships 
and public displays of affection.

Ladies talk at Canton Career Center

Special to The Canton News 
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Grace Episcopal Church
161 East Peace Street, Canton, MS 39046

601-859-2680
Services – Sunday Morning

9:00 Morning Prayer (Zoom)
10:00 Holy Eucharist

Wednesday – 10:00 – Holy Eucharist

All are welcome!

Weekly Worship 

Sunday School
 9am

Worship
 10am

All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at

First Presbyterian Church
202 East Peace Street Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

HARVEST OF HOPE Pre s en t s

S un da y  S c h oo l
10AM

S un da y  C hu r c h
11AM

T u e s d ay  N i g h t  B i b l e  S tu dy
6:30PM

30091 South Liberty Street, Canton, MS | www.harvestofhopems.com

PASTOR ALLEN

CHRISTIAN CENTER

Places of WorshipPlaces of Worship

By Courtney Warren

Canton Public School District proud-
ly ensures the High School Equivalen-
cy Program (HSEP) allows students 

to investigate all career pathways and 
ensure a bright future. Recently, Staff 
Sergeant Schuler visited with students 
and educated them on the various op-
portunities available in the Army.

HSEP learns about military

Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

Nelson Chisholm, a Canton res-
ident and former Madison police 
officer, has been honored with the 

Top Cop award. Chisholm joined 
the Attorney General’s Office in 
February 2024 and serves as an 
investigator in the Cyber Crime 
Unit.

Canton native named Top Cop

Special to The Canton News 
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By Courtney Warren

I love a good summer read, but fall 
books are truly where I shine. I 
will turn the AC down in the house 
on purpose, so that I can get under 
a blanket with a cup of tea and a 
book. Here are a few titles to look 
forward to this fall.

Play Nice by Rachel Harrison

Okay, I know I said cozy, 
but hear 
me out. 
I’ve yet 
to meet a 
Harrison 
book I 
didn’t 
love. 
She does 
creepy fall 
so well! 
According 
to the 
publisher, 
Clio Louise 
Barnes 
leads a 
picture-
perfect 
life as a 
stylist and 
influencer, 
but, beneath 
the glossy 
veneer, she 
harbors a not-so 
glamorous secret: she grew up in a 
haunted house. Well, not haunted. 
Possessed. After Clio’s parents’ 
messy divorce, her mother, Alex, 
moved Clio and her sisters into a 
house occupied by a demon. Or 
so Alex claimed. That’s not what 
Clio’s sisters remember - or what 
the courts determined when they 
stripped her of custody after she 
went off the deep end. But Alex 
was insistent; she even wrote a 
book about her experience in the 
house.

After Alex’s sudden death, the 
supposedly possessed house passes 
to Clio and her sisters. Where 
her sisters see childhood trauma, 
Clio sees an opportunity for house 
flipping content. Only, as the 
home makeover process begins, 

Clio discovers there might 
be some truth to her 
mother’s claims. 
As memories 
resurface and Clio 
finally reads her 
mother’s book, a 
sinister presence in 
the house manifests, 
revealing ugly truths 
that threaten to shake 

Clio’s 
beautiful 
life to 
its very 
foundation.

The Battle 
of the 
Bookshops 
by Poppy 
Alexander

This one seems 
like so much fun 
for fall! I love any 
and all bookshops, 
so I’m excited 
for this read. 
According 
to the 
publisher, 
this is a 

charming literary-
themed novel about 
a young woman 
determined to save 
her great-aunt’s 
beloved bookshop 
from extinction 
by the shiny new 
competition—
which also 
happens to be 
run by the 
handsome son 
of her family’s 
rivals.

The Academy by Elin 
Hilderbrand and Shelby Cun-
ningham

Hilderbrand became an auto-buy 
author for me last summer when I 
first picked up one of of her books 

On the shelf: Books for fall at Sundog Books while visiting 
Seaside. To see she’s got 

this one com-
ing out, and she 
wrote it with her 
daughter, has 
me so excited! 

According to 
the publisher, 
it’s move-in 
day at Tiffin 

Academy, 
and just as 

students 
reunite 

and un-
pack, 
news 
breaks 

that 

America 
Today has ranked 

Tiffin the number two 
boarding school in the coun-

try. The seventeen-spot leap rais-
es eyebrows, since the dorms are 
outdated, the teams always lose, 
and the students are more social 
than studious. Still, the campus is 

beautiful, classes are small, and 
the dining hall boasts 

a New York 
chef, 

not to 
mention 

the end-
less par-

ties and 
Monday 

night piano 
sessions. 
Just as the 
communi-

ty begins to 
bask in the 
glow of their 

new ranking, a 
mysterious app 

called ZipZap 
starts spread-

ing scandalous 
blind items across 

campus. Sudden-
ly, from influencer 

Davi Banerjee to young 
teacher Sim-one Bergeron, trans-
fer student Charley Hicks, and 
even Admissions Director Cordelia 
Spooner, no one is safe.



Barbara Brown 
Puryear

April 3, 1954 - 
August 28, 2025

Barbara Brown 
Puryear was born 
April 3, 1954, 
to John Dabney 
and Dora Belle 
Wilson Brown in 

Memphis, Tennes-
see. She peacefully entered her heavenly 
home on August 28, 2025. 
Barbara was an only child, but lived 

across the street from her paternal grand-
parents and very close to two aunts and 
their families. She graduated from Mar-
shall Academy in Holly Springs, Missis-
sippi, in 1972, from the Mississippi Col-
lege School of Nursing in 1976, and from 
the University of Southern Mississippi 
with a Master’s in Nursing in 1978. 
She was also a Certified Case Manag-
er. Barbara taught Nursing School in 
several states and retired from Holmes 
Community College School of Nurs-
ing in Ridgeland, Mississippi, in May 
of 2020.
From the time Barbara was diagnosed 

with pancreatic cancer, she became an 
advocate and educator for that disease.  
She encouraged all she knew to wear 
purple, the color for pancreatic cancer. 
November 20, 2025, is World Pancre-
atic Cancer Day; Barbara’s family will 
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 601.859.1307 | 800.844.3369 
CantonTourism.com

60 years of the Canton Flea Market Arts & 
Crafts Show -  SAVE THE DATE 10.09.25Celebrate

PAINT THE TOWN MISSISSIPPI

 Mississippi Plein Air Painters.
Canton Welcomes

Thursday, October 2, 2025

Special to The Canton News 

McNeal Elementary’s second graders are building a strong foundation in math through 
interactive activities. In Ms. T. Williams’ class, students use manipulatives to learn 
place value, stacking blocks and reinforcing concepts one step at a time.

McNeal Elementary students master 
place value with hands-on learning

appreciate acquaintances, friends, and 
family members wearing purple in her 
honor and memory on that day.
Barbara and her husband, Steve, 

celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary on June 28, 2025, and had a 
Hawaiian-themed anniversary party 
to celebrate. This was her ‘goodbye’ 
to friends and family. In her last two 
months, many friends and family visit-
ed her at home and shared a few laughs 
and remembered stories. This is how 
she wanted to say goodbye. 
She is survived by two daughters: 

Amanda Puryear Mansell (Clay) of 
Clinton and their children (AnnaBelle, 
Bentlee, and Grayson), and Erin Pur-
year of Gluckstadt; brother-in-law Jeff 
Puryear of College Station, Texas; and 
cousins Martha D’Angelo, Bill Maxey, 
Beth Elliott, Al Giles, David Brown, 
and John S. Brown. She was prede-
ceased by Mr. and Mrs. John D. Brown 
(parents), Mr. and Mrs. John Puryear 
(parents-in-law), grandson Samuel Mi-
chael Mansell, and brother-in-law John 
Puryear IV (Corpus Christi, Texas). 
In lieu of flowers, please consider 

making a donation to the Mississippi 
College School of Nursing in memory 
of Barbara and her lifelong dedication 
to the nursing profession:  Mississippi 
College, PO Box 4005, Clinton, MS 
39058. 
A memorial service will be held at a 

later date.

Special to The Canton News 
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McNeal Elementary thanks group for Snack Shack sponsorship

All photos Special to The Canton News 

McNeal Elementary School thanked the Top Ladies of Distinction Inc., Central Mississippi Chapter, for sponsoring its first Snack Shack of the school year. Students will be able to 
purchase snacks, and proceeds will go toward supporting the school.

2025 Summer 
Home Protection Event!

CALL 833-343-1315 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This off er cannot be combined with any other promotion or off er. No obligation estimate 
valid for 1 year. +See representative for full warranty details. See website for all license and registration numbers. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, 
CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, MI262300331, 
262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 
408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI 
No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE 

WARRANTY+

With LeafFilterWithout LeafFilter

Promo Code: 285

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

Bonus off er!*

SM250015 EN_EX_USA   |   Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, 
Inc. All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

Inogen® Portable
Oxygen Concentrators

Leave the
tanks at home.

CALL US NOW
1-844-573-4926

Convert the air around you into medical-grade oxygen. 
At just under 3 lbs.*, Inogen® lightweight and compact 
portable oxygen concentrators easily deliver your 
prescription oxygen on-the-go.

* Inogen Rove 4 weighs 2.9lbs. with a standard battery
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McNeal Elementary thanks group for Snack Shack sponsorship
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Your Tailgating Headquarters 

PIG

Your Tailgating Headquarters 

COKE

COKE

Check out our ads at 
www.pigglywigglycantonms.com

and on Facebook at Piggly Wiggly 
Canton MS 

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Store Hours:
Mon. - Sat. 7am-8pm

Sun. 8am-7pm

MEET THE PANTHERS
All photos Special to The Canton News 
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ON THE TABLE
Recipe courtesy of All Recipes

Looking for a slow cooker dinner that’s rich, cheesy, and full of flavor? 
This Mississippi chicken spaghetti is buttery to the max, with a tangy kick 
from pepperoncini peppers. Perfect for family night or a potluck.

INGREDIENTS

Stick of Butter Mississippi 
Chicken Spaghetti

2 pounds skinless, boneless chicken breasts
1 (1-ounce) packet au jus mix

1 (1-ounce) packet ranch seasoning mix
12 jarred pepperoncini peppers, divided, or more to taste

1/4 cup pepperoncini brine
1 stick butter

8 ounces cream cheese
1 pound spaghetti

8 ounces Monterey Jack cheese, shredded
1/4 cup sliced green onions

PREPARATION
1. Place chicken breasts in the bottom of a slow cooker. Sprinkle with 
au jus and ranch mixes. Add 6 peppers, the brine, and butter. Cover 
and cook on high for 2 hours 15 minutes.
2. Add cream cheese, cover, and continue to cook while you prepare 
pasta.
3. Cook spaghetti in salted boiling water for 9 minutes. Reserve 1/2 cup 
pasta water and drain.
4. Shred chicken into bite-sized pieces. Chop peppers and return 
everything to the slow cooker. Stir until creamy.
5. Mix in pasta, pasta water, and 1 cup cheese. Stir well. Top with 
remaining cheese, cover, and let melt 5–10 minutes.
6. Garnish with green onions and serve.
Tip: This dish reheats beautifully and makes enough to feed a crowd.

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 2 hours, 30 minutes
Servings: 8

Special to The Canton News 

Canton Academy added alumnus 
Yancey Odom to its football coaching 
staff ahead of the Panthers’ first varsi-
ty home game.
Odom, a 2021 Canton Academy 

graduate, earned multiple football 
and character awards during his high 
school career. He received a bache-
lor’s degree in sports administration 
from the University of Mississippi in 
May and began his coaching career at 

Marshall Academy while still in col-
lege.
At Canton Academy, Odom is work-

ing primarily with the varsity and 
junior high offensive and defensive 
lines and assisting with the Panthers’ 
strength program.
School officials said Odom is pas-

sionate about developing athletes on 
and off the field and is proud to re-
turn to the program where his football 
journey began.

Canton Academy introduces new football 
coach Yancey Odom

Special to The Canton News 

NationalFolkFestival.com

JACK SO N, MS

Scan to Learn More

3 DAYS. 6 STAGES. 
300 ARTISTS. ALL FREE.
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To   learn   more   about   advertising 
In   the  CANTON  NEWS

please   contact  LORI :    601-667-4667  ext. 5

YOUR
AD

HERE!

Have you heard
the great news?

The Canton News new site is up! Go check it out today at
www.CantonNews.Netwww.CantonNews.net

Where should I keep my emergency fund?
Article sponsored by Veritas Federal Credit 
Union

Hint: Not under your mattress.
C.U. Smarter: A financial educa-

tion focus of Veritas Federal Cred-
it Union, located at 276A Nissan 
Parkway in Canton
You’ve done the hard part—

you’re building an emergen-
cy fund. So where 
should you stash that 
money?
 You want a place 

that’s safe, easy to 
access, and earns a 
little interest while 
your cash hangs 
out. That’s why we 
usually recommend 
our money market. 
And, if you can keep 
from spending it, our 
high-yield checking 
account pays one of 
the best dividends 
around.
 Why a High-Yield 

Account?
Unlike your standard account, 
a high-yield account gives you 
more bang for your buck with 
a better interest rate—mean-
ing your money grows while it 
waits to help you.

 Look for an account that is:
●	Free from monthly mainte-
nance fees
●	Easy to access online or in 
person
●	Insured (like all Veritas ac-
counts!)

 What to Avoid:
Your emergency fund isn’t the 
place for risky moves. Skip 

stocks or mutual 
funds—where the 
value can dip right 
when you need the 
cash most. This 
money should be 
liquid and stable.
 Action Plan:

1.	 Compare high-
yield options (we’ve 
got some good ones 
).
2.	 Open an account 
with low fees and 
solid interest.
3.	 Transfer your 
emergency fund and 
let it grow.
 Bottom Line:

Your emergency fund is your 
safety net. Keep it somewhere 
secure, simple, and ready when 
life throws a curveball.

Learn more or connect with us at 
veritasfcu.org.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 601-460-0256 to schedule your free quote!

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.
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323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

COME SEE US!

Mayor hosts 
block party

Mayor Tim Scott Taylor recently 
hosted his �rst Community Block 
Party,  celebrating Canton’s unity 
with music, food, dancing and 
laughter. “Thank you, Canton, for 
making our �rst Community 
Block Party such a success,” Taylor 
said. “This is only the beginning, 
and I look forward to more great 
moments together.”

Special to The Canton News

All photos Special to The Canton News
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expansion & improvements
coming fall 2025!

109 movietown dr
canton, ms 39046

THETHE  
LANDINGLANDING
A T  M O V I E T O W NA T  M O V I E T O W N

PARK · STAY · UNWIND

www.landingatmovietown.com

· Formerly known as movietown rv park · 
Short & Long Term RV Sites Available!

Mayor Tim Scott Taylor hosted his 
�rst Community Block Party 
Saturday, celebrating Canton’s 
unity with music, food, dancing 
and laughter. “Thank you, Canton, 
for making our �rst Community 
Block Party such a success,” Taylor 
said. “This is only the beginning, 
and I look forward to more great 
moments together.”

Special to The Canton News

  This summer’s Young Filmmakers Workshop was a hit, 
showcasing incredible talent, creativity, and dedication 
from both returning students and new voices. Stay tuned 
for the premiere of student-created �lms coming soon! 
Want to join next year’s crew? 
  Email info@cantontourism.com to get on the list — spots 
�ll quickly!

By Courtney Warren

Young Filmmakers Workshop 
a summer success

All photos Special to The Canton News
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Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News 

A newborn isn’t just a gift to par-
ents; grandparents are just as in-
vested and enamored, often playing 
a key role in the baby’s growth and 
development. That’s why the Mis-
sissippi State Department of Health 
(MSDH) is launching the “Protect 
& Prepare: A Grandparent’s Guide” 
campaign; those precious bundles of 
joy are counting on you to help keep 
them safe and healthy.
While it’s true that grandparents of-

ten know best and play an integral 
role in passing down child-rearing 
wisdom to their own children, some 
of the guidelines for keeping infants 
safe and healthy have changed since 
they raised their own children, espe-
cially when it comes to preventable 
diseases and sleep positions.

Vaccines Save Lives
Get vaccinated against whooping 

cough (pertussis), flu and COVID-19 
to protect babies who are too young 
to be vaccinated. With the rise in per-
tussis cases this year, it’s more im-
portant than ever that grandparents 
and others who come into close con-
tact with the child get vaccinations 
and booster shots to ensure they 
don’t unknowingly pass the disease 
on to them.

· Though most adults received vac-
cinations against pertussis in child-
hood, immunity wanes over time.
Even healthy adults can unknow-

ingly spread dangerous respiratory 
infections like pertussis and RSV to 
infants, who are more susceptible to 

MSDH Launches “Protect & Prepare: A Grandparent’s Guide” 

health complications, including death.
MSDH County Health Departments 

offer free vaccinations for those 
whose insurance does not cover it. 
Call (855) 767-0710 or visit https://
msdh.ms.gov/pertussis to schedule an 
appointment.

Safe Sleep Saves Lives
Though putting infants to sleep on 

their stomachs was once a common 
practice, we now know it increases 
the likelihood of sleep-related death. 
In Mississippi, sleep-related deaths 
are the third-leading cause of infant 
death, and about 1 in 5 sleep-related 
deaths occur while an infant is being 
cared for by someone other than a 
parent.

·  Put babies to sleep alone, on their 
backs, in a crib – every nap, every 
night.
·  Don’t put pillows, blankets, bum-
pers, or stuffed animals in their 
cribs.
· Learn more about infant sleep 
safety at https://msdh.ms.gov/
safesleep

The best gift you can give your 
grandchild isn’t a toy; it’s getting vac-
cinated to prevent potentially deadly 
diseases and practicing safe sleeping 
practices, every time. Their safety 
starts with you.
Download the new MSDH Healthy 

App for free in Apple and Android 
stores.
Get up to date news and updates at: 

www.msdh.ms.gov.  and on social 
media: facebook.com/HealthyMS, 
twitter.com/msdh and Instagram.
com/healthy.ms\
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At BankPlus, every decision we make is driven 

by community. We’ve done it that way for 

over 100 years. Learn more at  bankplus.net.

Our greatest
investment.

Our roots. Our home.

© Copyright 2025 BankPlus.
Member FDIC.

By Courtney Warren

MadCAAP’s after-school B.A.S.E. 
Camp is seeking volunteer tutors to 
help students build confidence and 
improve reading skills.
The program meets Monday 

through Thursday from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Organizers are looking for volun-
teers who can commit to two days a 
week for about one and a half hours 
each day.
Those interested in working with 

children and making a difference in 
the community are encouraged to 
volunteer.

Volunteer tutors needed for 
MadCAAP after-school program

Special to The Canton News 

By Courtney Warren

Layla Garrett has been awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship from the Canton 
Gospel Music Association, the group 
recently announced.
Garrett, a 2025 graduate of Ridge-

land High School, has studied music 
with support from the association for 
more than seven years. She plans to 
attend William Carey University in 
Hattiesburg.
This is the second scholarship the 

association has presented in 2025.

Layla Garrett awarded Canton 
Gospel Scholarship

Special to The Canton News 
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MOVIETOWN SELF STORAGE IS NOW

STORAGEMAX CANTON!

MOVIETOWN SELF STORAGE IS NOW
STORAGEMAX CANTON!

(601) 859-7990
SMCAN@STOMAX.COM

109 MOVIETOWN DRIVE CANTON, MS 39046
WWW.STOMAX.COM

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY!CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TODAY!

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 
WATERMELON”

“It all started with a

Special to The Canton News 

Nissan Canton employees spent 
this summer focusing on community 
service, lending their time and en-
ergy to local organizations through 
the company’s annual “Summer of 
Service” initiative.
Over several weeks, employees 

participated in a variety of projects 
designed to meet needs across the 
community. The efforts included a 
blood drive with Mississippi Blood 

Services, a canned food drive to 
support Our Daily Bread Ministries, 
and hands-on volunteer work with 
local nonprofits and museums.
Teams of employees volunteered at 

Madison Countians Allied Against 
Poverty (MadCAAP), where they 
assisted with programs serving fam-
ilies in need. They also gave their 
time to the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Central Mississippi, helping sup-
port youth development activities. 

Nissan Canton employees give back through summer of service

In addition, volunteers worked 
with the Mississippi Children’s 
Museum and the Mississippi Mu-
seum of Natural Science, support-
ing events and programs aimed at 
enriching the lives of children and 
families.
Nissan Canton officials said the 

summer initiative reflects the com-
pany’s ongoing commitment to the 
region.
“Our employees are proud to 

be part of a company that values 
community,” the statement read. 
“At Nissan, we believe in building 
more than vehicles — we strive to 
build stronger communities and 
make a lasting impact.”
The Summer of Service program 

has become a tradition for Nissan 
Canton, reinforcing the company’s 
role as both an employer and a 
community partner in central Mis-
sissippi.
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CHILL YOUR BILL

 

Change air �lters. Air �lters on some air conditioning 
units require monthly cleaning or replacing. 

Set your thermostat to the highest comfortable temperature. 
The smaller the di�erence between the inside and outside 
temperatures, the lower your energy usage and bill will be. 

Buy a programmable thermostat. A programmable 
thermostat can help manage costs, is controllable, 
and can help monitor usage. 

Use fans to cool o�. Ceiling fans, box fans and oscillating 
fans use very little electricity to circulate the air. Make sure 
ceiling fans are rotating in the right direction – counter-clockwise 
during summer – to push cooler air down into the room. Be sure 
to turn all fans o� in unused rooms.  

Close blinds, shades and curtains to keep the sun out and the 
cool air in. Also, close air conditioning vents in rooms that are 
not in use. 

Seal cracks and holes around doors, windows and ductwork. 
Weather stripping and caulk will help keep the cold air in and 
the hot air out. 

All photos Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

Students in Coach Moseley’s Ad-
vanced Biology class at Canton 
Academy recently put their scientific 
skills to the test during the Biological 
Buffers Lab, a hands-on experiment 
designed to reinforce classroom 
learning.
During the lab, students explored the 

properties of acids, bases and buffers 

by testing the pH levels of several 
substances, including Alka-Seltzer, 
egg whites and liver. Using pH indi-
cators, they measured how acidic or 
basic each sample was before intro-
ducing hydrochloric acid and sodium 
hydroxide to observe the changes.
The experiment allowed students to 

see firsthand how different substanc-
es resist or respond to shifts in pH, 

Science lab helps Canton Academy students build ACT skills

an important concept in biology and 
chemistry. By directly comparing the 
effects of strong acids and bases, stu-
dents gained a deeper understanding 
of how living organisms use buffers 
to maintain balance.
The Lady Panther scientists will 

complete the project by writing de-
tailed lab reports. In addition to re-
inforcing the scientific method, the 

assignment is designed to strengthen 
critical thinking and writing skills 
that will aid them as they prepare for 
the ACT.
Hands-on activities like this one are 

a key part of Canton Academy’s Ad-
vanced Biology program, giving stu-
dents the opportunity to apply what 
they learn while preparing for future 
academic challenges.
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Built on loyalty. Committed to growth.
For more than a century, PriorityOne Bank has grown alongside the
communities we serve — not by chasing trends, but by earning trust. 
Our strength comes from the loyalty of our customers and the dedication
of our team. Today, we remain rooted in relationships while investing in
the tools and technology that move us forward. Because true growth
means honoring where you’ve been while building for what’s next.

www.priorityonebank.com

Special to The Canton News 

Special to The Canton News 

Nissan Canton recently welcomed 
members of the 100 Black Men of 
Canton, youth from its mentoring 
program, and local church repre-
sentatives for a day of meaning-
ful discussions and a behind-the-
scenes look at the company’s man-
ufacturing facility.
The visit provided students and 

community members an oppor-
tunity to learn more about career 
pathways in the automotive indus-
try while also strengthening ties 
between Nissan and local organi-
zations. Attendees toured the plant 
floor, met with employees, and 
heard from company leaders about 
the skills and opportunities avail-
able in advanced manufacturing.

Nissan Canton hosts 100 Black Men of Canton and local youth for plant tour

Nissan officials said opening the 
facility to community groups is 
part of the company’s ongoing ef-
fort to build strong local partner-
ships.
“We are proud to open our doors 

and create spaces for connection,” 
the company said in a statement. 
“By working together with organi-
zations like the 100 Black Men of 

Canton and local churches, we are 
investing not only in our compa-
ny’s future but also in the commu-
nity’s future.”
The event underscored Nissan 

Canton’s commitment to commu-
nity engagement and mentorship, 
highlighting the role of collabora-
tion in driving both innovation and 
opportunity in central Mississippi.
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Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

See Why We’re the #1
Auto and Home Insurer

Bring this receipt to our office for your free gift! 
New customers only 

601.859.8554
927 E Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046
arnelbolden.com

Canton 
Discount 

has been 
the 

home 
of low 

prescription prices 
for over 40 years!

                   CANTON
DISCOUNT DRUGS

Special to The Canton News 

Canton to celebrate bi-annual 60th Canton Flea Market
By Courtney Warren

Canton is gearing up for the 60th Can-
ton Flea Market, a bi-annual event that 
draws artisans from across the nation 
to showcase handcrafted items, includ-
ing pottery, jewelry, and unique arts and 
crafts. The event is set across the historic 
Madison County Courthouse grounds 
and nearby streets, offering visitors a 
walking-friendly experience of more 
than 1,100 talented artists and craftsmen.
Recognized as a Top Twenty Event in 

the Southeast by the Southeast Tourism 
Society and an Outstanding Promotional 
Event in Mississippi by the Mississippi 
Downtown Development Association, 
the Canton Flea Market has also been 
named Best of the Best in Mississippi 
by Mississippi Magazine and is listed 

Union and Center Streets, church prop-
erties along Peace Street, the Old Jail 
Museum behind City Hall, and two 
blocks of East Fulton Street. Shoppers 
can also visit boutiques and antique 
stores around the historic square, mak-
ing the Flea Market a full-day experi-
ence.
With convenient parking throughout 

the city and opportunities to purchase 
fine art at below-gallery prices, the Can-
ton Flea Market promises something for 
everyone. The event is litter-free, creat-
ing a clean and enjoyable environment 
for all.
For applications, hotel listings, and 

hospitality information, contact the 
Canton Tourism Office at 601-859-
1307 or 800-844-3369, or email flea-
market@cantontourism.com.

among the Top 100 Events by the Amer-
ican Bus Association.

Attendees can explore handmade arts 
and crafts on the Courthouse grounds, 


